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David B. Field
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Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1946
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
This first post-war year saw intensive work to begin to make up for the lack of A.T. maintenance
during the War. The Bates College Outing Club returned to its section in June for the first time
since 1940, then made another trip in October. The “Washington Contingent of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club” was at it again for a major work trip from Monson to Katahdin,
supported by the “Appalachian Trucks Incorporated” stake body truck that apparently was
acquired by F. Mersch and figured into many P.A.T.C. work trips as well. I don’t envy those
who rode in the truck to Maine, and within Maine, over the roads of the day! Most participants in
the work trip took the train to Maine, although commercial airline service was available for the
first time. Myron’s elder son, Robert, accompanied him on this work trip.
The MATC offered $180 to the Maine Forest Service for work (@$5/day) clearing the A.T. on
Bigelow, Moxie Bald, and White Cap. Forest Commissioner Rendall had to obtain permission
from the Governor and Executive Council in order to accept the money. “The trail would be
cleared to a width of five feet; down logs would be cut out and particular care would be
exercised to cut out hardwood bushes and summer growth; the Trail Conference would furnish
long-handled pruning shears and weeders, which are the most effective tools for this work.”
Avery noted that this could provide a work opportunity for veterans and could extend the work
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season for fire tower watchmen. He offered another $30 specifically for work on Moxie Bald. In
November, he proposed $350 for work in the same areas in 1947.
Avery continued his running battle with the Appalachian Mountain Club regarding the AMC’s
Katahdin Guide vs the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s Katahdin Supplement, accusing the
AMC of plagiarizing MATC material and urging the AMC to stop publishing its “competing”
Katahdin Guide. Although gasoline and food rationing had now ended, making life easier for all
concerned with keeping trails and sporting camps open, post-war paper shortages made Guide
revisions difficult.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 9, 1946. Copyright Office of the United States of America, Certificate of Copyright
Registration. Two Maps
Maine Appalachian Trail Club (Inc.)
808 17th St., N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
Title: Lower Nesowadnehunk Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions. By Rheta H.
Morrison, of United States. (No 3A). Date of publication in the United States Jan. 4, 1946.
Title: The Traveler. By Rheta H. Morrison, of United States. (No. 3B). Date of publication in the
United States Jan. 4, 1946.
January 12, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Will:
I am writing to you about a prospect which is rather remote but one I thought worth mentioning.
1 expect to be in Maine during the next two months and shall hope to see you at Lewiston. You
have perhaps noticed from Appalachian Trailway News that we have been publicizing our
Katahdin kodachromes. We really have assembled an outstanding collection. There are so many
people in Lewiston and Auburn that know Katahdin that I had thought it might be of
considerable interest locally. It might not fit in with the Outing Club program but perhaps the
Maine Alpine Club with Attwood or some other groups might be interested in seeing them. I
really cannot be sufficiently definite to make it worth while to check the situation but I thought it
desirable to at least mention the possibility to you.
There is little to say about myself. 1 am still on active duty and probably shall be for some time
longer. The demobilization — or more accurately disintegration — with increasing work in my
line presents very extensive problems.
I would like nothing better than to have the whole summer (minus the black flies) for the sole
pleasurable purpose of having nothing to do but the physical work of putting the Trail in Maine
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in good condition. Our experience on Mt. Bigelow last fall taught me that we are going to have
an awful lot of difficulty and I am afraid that some of the old tote-roads in your section will be
worse than we experienced over Bigelow way.
I see that Stan Attwood has been holding forth on the Mahoosuc Range in the Lewiston Journal.
That is a sign of reviving interest.
January 18, 1946. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Your letter of the twelfth duly received. The Outing Club Board have voted unanimously that
they would like to have an evening on campus devoted to the Katahdin kodachromes, inviting
the student body, the Maine Alpine Club, and any other interested people in the two cities, as
guests. The date, of course, is dependent upon your schedule, which I presume is fixed by events
over which you have no control. If it does permit of elasticity, we would do well to avoid
February 19th to 26th, which is the final examination period for this semester. Sometime in the
first half of March would be preferable, because there is comparatively less going on here then.
Let me know your date as early as possible, in order that I may have it entered on the schedule
book here, and avoid conflicts for that evening.
We are in a state of considerable confusion here, as seems true everywhere today. Following
several lean years, we are suddenly faced with an overwhelming influx of veterans, of all degrees
of preparation, for whom we have neither adequate space, personnel, nor equipment. Right now
we are trying to get temporary housing through the government.
I am in hopes that we can get at the AT this spring. However, while we shall have increased
manpower on the campus, the conditions are not satisfactory, for the veteran type of student
finds himself very busy and preoccupied with college work, and furthermore, has had about all
the out-of-doors that he wants for awhile; and the kids just in from high school are a shiftless lot
with an inferiority complex, whose chief extra-curricular interest seems to be coeducation. I
think, however, that by next June I can find a few he-men around campus.
Betty and I are well despite an epidemic of flu that is rampant around here. Connie is enjoying
her third year at Smith, and David is still on a long trip in the Pacific that has taken him to
Manila, Singapore, the Persian Gulf, Australia, New Guinea, and Celebes, according to his last
letter. He hasn't been home since he wrote you last summer, and as he is on an oil tanker that
seems to be shuttling from Iran to various Pacific points, I hardly look for him home before
spring or summer.
Congratulations on your elevation in rank; I hope that it doesn't mean that you will have to
remain in service too long.
P.8. Betty joins me in saying that when you are in Lewiston, we shall expect you to stay with us.
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January 28, 1946. Elizabeth Beal, Smith Hall South, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The long silence does not mean we were snow bound on Saddleback last October 12th, though
we thought for a time that we would be. I was interested in Charles Jackson’s account of his
attempt to climb Saddleback in 1838, on October 11th, when their courage was vanquished by
snow covered mountains. It helped my feelings a little!
We did start off in a rain storm, Friday morning—four girls and one fellow from Phillips and a
Rangeley guide, all in high spirits. As we got near Redington it started to snow, but we decided
to start up the blue-blazed trail from the camps right away. I have never seen snow fall so fast.
By the time we came to the main A.T. everyone was soaked through from and including head to
foot. Mr. Mills advised a quick descent by the main trail and it was a bedraggled looking group
which returned to camp. We spent the afternoon drying clothes and listened to the guide’s tales
which were most entertaining. We got our own meals, Mr. Mills doing most of the cooking,
except supper, which we got at the camp dining room. The man who runs the camps (C. W.
Bradley, Redington Pond Camp, Rangeley, Me.) was watchman on the Saddleback tower for
several years and would have gone up the mountain with us, had weather permitted. He said he
did not plan to go back to the tower next summer, but was anxious to do some work in the Spring
on the side trail from the camps and then on up to the tower. I told him what I could about the
trail work, including the blue blaze system which he had never heard of. If you would get in
touch with him he might be able to do some good work.
I really feel very badly to have accomplished so little, but though we stayed over night, hoping
that when it stopped snowing the wind would come up and dry the trees off a little, we got no
farther from camp than down the track to the Trail crossing. Mr. Mills and I started up toward
Spaulding but it was so terribly wet and grown in that we soon gave up. The section from
Redington west to the blue blazed trail to the camps was perfectly good, but Mr. Bradley’s report
on the Trail further up was not so good. I know that if you had been leading the group we would
have gone through in spite of the snow and accomplished something, but under the
circumstances it seemed best not to “push” anyone. Anyway, they all had a wonderful time, and
it was hard to persuade them to leave camp the last of the afternoon on Saturday rather than to
wait until Sunday morning! We all want to try it again in June. One of the girls is hoping that
her husband will be back then and he is as good a man as you could possibly find for a trip like
that.
I have spent most of my free time the last month skiing. We have such wonderful ski slopes
around Phillips and I have taken several groups up from Bates. We went to North Conway one
week end and we enjoyed just seeing what it was like there, but it isn’t necessary to go that far
for good skiing and beautiful scenery. Last Saturday and Sunday we spent all day on a hill a mile
from home, with Mt. Blue on one side and Saddleback on the other. The sunsets were
gorgeous—though I still remember the sunset from Bigelow as one nearly perfect experience.
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My friend from Providence writes that while she enjoys her work at Brown she does not like
living in a city again. She did not try to join the AMC before she left here but if your friend
would be willing to look her up I know she would be interested in joining the chapter there, and
she would be a definite addition to any such group. The name is Elizabeth Perkins, 377 Benefit
Street, Providence.
At present I am trying to compile a history of the Sandy River, Rangeley Lake R.R. from
material my father gives me. We lost most of the records he had last spring, but he remembers so
many details from the very beginning.
January 29, 1946. Frank H. Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce,
Millinocket, Maine, to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
Gentlemen:
Will you please send us twenty-five Katahdin Reprints and six Maine Guidebooks. Thank you.
P.S. Do you plan to have any Typographical [sic] maps of this region. If so, won’t you please
send us 2 or 3 dozen as we have a great demand for them. Thank you.
{Myron: Is there an order or recent request for free literature? Which maps do you suggest? E.
Powell.}
February 1, 1946. Adelaide Storey to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
What a pleasant surprise on Monday’s mail to receive a card from the Maine Publicity Bureau
that you were extending our subscription to the Pine Cone for another year. Many thanks. We
surely appreciate your thoughtfulness of us.
We were talking about it only recently that we should renew for another year.
We had our first major storm since the last of November on Thursday of last week, when we got
about 18 inches of feathers--and it came with a howling Northeast wind and for four days we
were marooned except for “shanks mare” on snowshoes. The snow plows or “junk” that they call
them all took that time to be up for repairs, so they hired a tractor plow from Skowhegan and that
got as far as the top of the mountain when they broke down—and had to be repaired. But late
Monday P.M. they, at last, made it.
In the mean time the pulp men began to holler but they couldn’t get much satisfaction until they
appealed to the State.
It was like a second Christmas when the mail did get here. And I guess the crew at Robinson’s
camp were glad to get some thing beside pork and beans.
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As we still haven’t got our car we don’t go any where so I haven’t had a chance to check up on
the beaver at Jerome Brook. I have heard a few times from local people and one was, that they
had trapped 13 beaver but that’s only hearsay so I can’t put much stock in it.
Mr. Robinson seems to be getting on well with his pulp job, although is having trouble to keep
trucks. Last week he reported that on the three jobs he had some 14,000 cord cut and a
considerable amount hauled. He expects to clean the job up in March.
The Great Northern have 3000 cord to haul from in back of Flagstaff pond before it begins to
thaw as they have a bog to cross. My latest hobby has been pickerel fishing or at least trying to.
The whole Dead River section has been opened up to ice fishing so on Sunday, there is quite a
bit of traffic. As for my luck, well not so good, as I haven’t any live bait, and too, some of the
more enticing places are too far for these shanks of mine to travel. So I go down to the river on
nice days but about all I get is a good airing. By the way, it seems that every one has got the “bug”
for writing books. A No. Anson man just received a check, so I heard, for $5,000 from the
Saturday Evening Post for a story. He is also publishing a book, “The Old Fashioned Storekeeper”
or some such title. His brother at Lisbon Falls has published a book, “The Farmer Takes a Wife”.
Their name is Gould. I am a little suspicious of that $5000. However, if it is true I think it is
wonderful. Suppose I could get 10 cents for my life as a guide’s wife? Bet some people’s spines
would tingle at some of my hair raising tales.
I must close as it’s most “chow” time and my family have ravenous appetites.
February 2, 1946. Myron Avery to Frank H. Speed, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce.
Dear Mr. Speed:
Your letter of January 29, addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference, has been turned over
to me as editor of Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine.
In keeping with your request, 25 copies of the Katahdin Reprint and 6 copies of Guide To The
Appalachian Trail In Maine are going forward to you. You will note from the bill that we have
allowed to you the same discount as allowed to booksellers.
I think you will be much interested in the new maps of The Traveler and the region around
Daicey Pond. Twenty-five copies of each of these are also being forwarded, and since they are
distributed gratis with the Katahdin Reprints, the three maps and the Reprint make a very
excellent buy for 50 cents.
Your postscript asks about the topographic maps. We had a supply of the extra maps from the
Maine Guide, but those of Katahdin have been used up quite some time ago. Consequently, the
only maps available are those which are bound in the Katahdin Reprint, It occurs to me, however,
that you may have in mind the U.S. Geological Survey quadrangles of this region. To check the
situation, we have had one sent to you. They cost 10 cents separately but when you buy them in
quantities there is a decided reduction. These maps are fine for the topography but are not up to
date as to trails, etc., and cover only a very limited area.
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We appreciate your interest in these matters. Our publicity director. Miss Jean Stephenson, will
be glad to prepare an exhibit with photographs, for permanent display at your Chamber of
Commerce Headquarters. If you are interested, please let us know the space you would like to
have such an exhibit occupy, so she can design It accordingly.
P. S. There is a map case available which is sold to purchasers of the Guide. I am enclosing a
sheet describing it.
February 4, 1946. Jean Stephenson to Paul Jenks.
Dear Mr. Jenks:
One night last week Captain Avery’s phone received a call from Miss Hooker. He was absent
and when he came in did not have a chance to call as he was on his way to the station, leaving
the city. As be recognized the name as the lady of whom you had written, he assumed that she
wanted information as to contacts with the group here, so asked that the message be passed on to
me, with the request that I care for the matter. I called at once, of course, but found that she
wanted to talk to him personally so as to secure information from him for a sketch map of trails
at Katahdin to be used as a inset in a map she was making of the Katahdin area, to be used in
Appalachia in connection with an article you were writing. There was, of course, nothing for me
to do with respect to this, and I did not ask for any further details. We left it, however, that if
Captain Avery returned and could assist her, I would get in touch with her this week.
On thinking it over, however, I have been wondering a bit about the situation--and the article and
map. You probably do not know it, but as an officer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 1 do
know that Captain Avery has found it necessary to register a strong protest over the use by the
Appalachian Mountain Club, in its Katahdin Guide, of data in the guidebooks and maps of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which are copyrighted by that Club. This controversy is not yet
settled--and I am wondering whether the proposed article--and approach to Captain Avery to
furnish data for the map--might have some connection with the "defense" that apparently is being
built up. I know, of course, that you would have nothing to do with such a matter, but your
knowledge of the purpose to be served would not be necessary!
Under the circumstances, therefore. It seems to me best not to furnish Miss Hooker with any
information. She is, of course, aware that the data in the published works of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club is copyrighted and cannot be used without permission. If, on Captain
Avery’s return, she wishes to write him for permission, and secures it, it would be a different
matter. I do not feel that I can give it. However, I know of Captain Avery’s high personal regard
for you, and in view of our very pleasant correspondence in the past, I would not want you to
feel that we had been negligent here in helping some one who was making a map for your article.
I therefore felt it best to write you frankly with respect to the matter. I am sure you can
appreciate the situation.
February 5th, 1946. Myron Avery to Elizabeth Beal, Bates College.
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Dear Betty:
I have read your letter of January 28th with great interest. I really feel much indebted to you for
writing me at such length with respect to the Saddleback experience. One can sometimes
struggle against rain and continue to do a fair amount of trail work, except painting, but snow is
too much to cope with. So don’t feel too discouraged over the results of your efforts.
Your letter is most helpful in telling me of the situation at Redington Pond. I am going to write
the owner to see if we can enlist his activity on Saddleback.
We have accumulated some revenue during the times when we were unable to do trail work. If
times were sufficiently slack the proprietor might show some interest and any work on either
side of Orbeton Stream would be all to the good, even if we got only a small return.
There is little to say here. I have not been released from Service, and greatly diminished
personnel and increased work has kept me so close to the grindstone that I have had little
opportunity for outside activities. I have had some correspondence with Will Sawyer about the
possibility of showing the Katahdin slides at Lewiston. If that occurs, I shall look forward to
seeing you there.
We will put under way steps with respect to the A.M.C. membership of your friend.
Next year we plan to cover a favorite area, from Yoke Ponds east to Katahdin. The friends which
you made on the Mt. Bigelow trip hope you will favor them, at least for a day or so, with your
presence.
February 5, 1946. Myron Avery to C. W. Bradley, Redington Pond Camps, Rangeley,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradley:
I have understood that you have taken over the management of the camps at Redington Pond. I
have been there on a number of occasions, since The Appalachian Trail was marked in the area.
My last visit was in 1942, when your predecessor, Mr. Blackwell, was managing the camp.
I do not know whether you still have available the Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine
(1941 edition, in the loose leaf form). We sent this Guide to all of the camps on The Appalachian
Trail route. If you find that the Guide is no longer available, I shall be glad to arrange to have it
forwarded to you. We also send to the sporting camps on the Trail route, copies of the
publication of the Trail Conference, Appalachian Trailway News. Likewise, if you find that you
have not received the 1945 issues, we will be glad to forward these.
Due to the war situation, we have experienced difficulty in maintaining the section of
Appalachian Trail in your immediate vicinity. The link between Bigelow Village and Orbeton
Stream was originally badly damaged by the hurricane. After it was cleared by the CCC, timber,
weakened by the hurricane, came down during the next winter so badly as to completely block
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the route. The old tote-road which was used for most of the way from Orbeton Stream to the
Spaulding Lean-to is one that grows in very quickly anyway. The people who were looking after
this section were no longer able to get there and as a result this section was declared closed.
There should be signs, both at Bigelow Village and at Qrbeton Stream, to this effect. If you are
ever in the vicinity and think of it, I would greatly appreciate your taking a look to see if the
signs are still there and telling us the situation. The same applies to the section between Orbeton
Stream and Saddleback Mountain.
From Saddleback west to the Andover-B Hill Road, the route had been maintained by the Bates
College Outing Club under the direction of Professor Sawyer from Lewiston. This Club annually
made a trip to clear the Trail, over Memorial Day. Due to the year-round schedule of college
activities, the Club had not been able to schedule these trips, but expects to resume them in 1946.
Game Warden Earland Winter, whom you undoubtedly know, did some clearing between
Bigelow Village and Mt. Spaulding, so that this section is now passable. Probably the greatest
difficulty will lie from Orbeton Stream east to the Spaulding Mountain Lean-to and west to
Saddleback.
We schedule, as you will note, trail clearing trips in Maine. These are a combination of work and
hiking trips. Conditions last year were such that in our trip to the western part of the state we did
not get beyond Mt. Bigelow. In 1946, we return to the eastern part of Maine, so I am afraid we
will not have an opportunity this year to do any work in the vicinity of Orbeton Stream.
Miss Beal has indicated that you intended to do some work on your own behalf in the way of
improving the blue-blazed trail. If the paint has badly faded we could send you a can of the color
used, with information as to how we try to do the marking. I do not know what your situation is
and whether you would have any interest in undertaking for us work on the main Trail. If times
were slack in the spring and early summer, you might be interested in doing what could be
accomplished for each side of Orbeton Stream. It would be a matter of cutting out and even
mowing out the small growth that has come into the tote-road. We could send you some of the
long-handled pruning shears and the weeders which we use for this work and which are much
more effective tools than an ax or bush-scythe and require a great deal less effort, which is no
loss. We would expect to pay the going rate and from what I know of your reputation I would be
entirely satisfied to leave the matter of return for what was paid to your judgment.
I appreciate that this is too early for you to indicate what you would be able or interested in
doing but I thought it well to write you while the matter was fresh in my mind by reason of my
correspondence with Miss Beal.
There is a slight possibility that I may be able to make a solo trip which would take me to your
camps in the early summer. If not, we will look forward to seeing you in 1947 with our party if,
as I understand, your camps are in operation.
If there are any developments in your area, such as lumbering, which would affect the Trail, I
would appreciate your writing me as it is hard otherwise to keep posted as to local occurrences.
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Letters sent to me at the address below will reach me, whether I am in Service or not by next
summer.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery,
Captain, U.S.N.R.
Chairman, Appalachian Trail Conference, 4531 45th Street, N.W., Washington 16, D.C.
Copy to Prof. Sawyer.
I think Miss Beal would like to see this.
M.H.A.
February 6, 1946. Mrs. L. Cole Guiney, Prop., Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson
Dear Mr. Stephenson:
I have purchased Antlers Camps on Lower Jo Mary Lake from Mrs. Leon Potter and am looking
forward to meeting her guests of past seasons.
I at one time owned Bald Mt. Camps in Rangeley, Maine and think that I am qualified to
continue Mrs. Potter’s fine reputation for hospitality and good food and all that is required to
make your stay at Antlers enjoyable.
The future months will find items that were scarce during the war years more plentiful, which all
helps and we believe that there will be more guides available.
As you know the rates at Antlers have been four-fifty per day. Due to rise in food costs all camps
in that vicinity have decided to charge five dollars per day.
We feel sure that our guests will not consider this increase unreasonable and do hope that we
may have the pleasure of welcoming you to camp this coming season.
Antlers will open at the usual time and remain open for hunting.
Address to 1171 Boylston St., Apt. 16, Boston, Mass.
{Copy sent Greenhalgh, E. L. York.}
February 11,1946. Myron Avery to Mrs. L. Cole Guiney, Antlers Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mrs. Guiney:
Miss Stephenson, editor of Appalachian Trailway News, has very kindly shown to me your letter
of February 6th.
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I do not know how much Mrs. Potter has told you of The Appalachian Trail, which passes
through Antlers Camps, or the fact that periodically we make regular trips along the Trail,
stopping two or three days at each camp.
I have known Antlers Camps for over fifteen years and they are one of my favorite localities.
With Mrs. Potter's almost unexcelled meals, and Leon Potter's hospitality, the stays at Joe Mary
were memorable occasions. You have perhaps noticed the Guide To The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, with the green cover, at Antlers Camps. Since you will have more leisure now than in the
future, I am sending you a copy of this Guide to your Boston address. You will note the very
excellent map for what has now become your territory.
These trips in Maine were sometimes purely walking trips and then again were for trail work.
I think that over the course of ten years The Appalachian Trail parties have brought very
considerable revenue to the sporting camps in eastern Maine, and Potter's, by reason of their
superior attractions, benefited particularly. For this reason, Leon, who always kept his own trails
mowed and in first class condition, used to help us by seeing that the Trail was clear from Maher
Campground to Church Pond. There are a lot of brakes in that country and mowing trails helps a
great deal. We were in the habit of paying for the time put on the trail work.
During the war years and with Leon's illness, the route fell into rather bad condition. On our last
work trip there in September 1944, there was very considerable clearing to be done on Potawadjo
Ridge. We also recleared the blue-blazed Potawadjo side trail and the Joe Mary Mountain trail,
which make such pleasant trips from the camps. If the brakes can be mowed out early in the
season, it makes more attractive traveling.
This year is our turn to come back to eastern Maine for the Trail trip and we plan to cover the
Trail between Yoke Ponds and Katahdin. This means that we will probably spend three or four
days at Joe Mary and we will look forward to meeting you then. We try to keep our parties small
because with other guests the larger parties sometimes make for less comfortable situations. Our
groups have numbered between a dozen and a dozen and a half.
What I have written and what Mrs. Potter will tell you will serve to indicate to you why we are
so interested in learning of your acquisition of Antlers Camps. I suppose you will continue the
name.
Since we cannot cover the entire Trail each year, I hope that when matters return to normal and
conditions are favorable you, like the Potters, will be able to help us in keeping the Trail route
cleared.
We shall announce your ownership of these camps in our Trail Conference magazine,
Appalachian Trailway News (a copy of which will be sent to you), and in in the next Supplement
to the Guidebook.
I am occasionally in Boston and if you would indicate your telephone number, I should like to
call you to learn of your plans.
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You are certainly inheriting a fine clientele from the Potters.
February 12, 1946. Roland M. Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Captain Avery:
Your letter received some time ago and sorry to be such a long time answering. The pruning
shears arrived safely. We enjoyed reading Mrs. Richardson’s account, in the Bulletin of Trail
Club work trip last summer.
The Troutdale Camps have been bought by a Mr. Trasher from Lewiston and as he has not come
up to the camps yet I do not know his address. As I am no longer at the camps and am leaving
this state for the West. I have taken all of the Appalachian Trail Club equipment over to Mr.
Rohr’s camp and he is taking care of it for your group. It will be possible later on through Mr.
Rohr to get in touch with the new owner of Troutdale Camps.
We did not buy Troutdale Camps as there was another buyer willing to pay much more than we
considered the place was worth. Also we had a very good proposition offered us, which we have
accepted, to go West on a private ranch and expect to leave Maine soon.
It has been a pleasure corresponding and doing the Trail work for you and your group. Also we
enjoyed having you and the other members at the camp last summer and will miss seeing you
people again.
Best regards to Miss Stephenson and yourself.
February 16, 1946. Marjorie Spock, N.Y. 28, N.Y., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Captain Avery:
Thank you so much for your kind letter advising me about maps of the Penobscot and the Maine
Forestry Dept. map which I had reported unprocurable.
I have since written the Dept. of the Interior about the Water Supply Paper 279, only to find that
this too is out of print.
My interest is in finding a fairly large-scale map of the whole range of the West Branch of the
Penobscot from Ripogenus Dam to its confluence with the East Branch, so that I may take canoe
trips on the river and the lakes without getting lost, say, on North or South Twin. I want also to
build on one of the lakes near Katahdin, and to have maps which will enable me to explore the
lake region thoroughly. Probably no such map has yet been made. I have the Katahdin region
map to which you refer, but it stops short, in its southern boundary, of the region of special
interest to me.
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I have enjoyed so much using the material you have had a chief share in preparing and
presenting.
February 17, 1946. Fred Greenhalgh to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
Firstly my congratulations on your new title which I see is now Captain Avery. When I mailed
my Xmas card to you I wondered where you might be.
Thank you for yours of the 11th re the new ownership of the camps. Yes I already knew the
camps had changed hands recently and I had a letter from the new owner. I have not yet had the
news from Mrs. Potter and am afraid it will not make very much difference to me as I doubt very
much that I will ever go up again. As you know I had not been up since the war started but I had
figured on going up last summer and possibly up for the deer hunting, but last June with some
annual medical check up on an operation I went through a few years ago, the doctor gave my
heart usual routine check and I soon realized from his questions that things were not alright with
my heart and in reply to my question “Just what’s what?” and “what must I do about it?” he said
firstly cut out all exercise of any kind. Carry no heavy weights. Go up and down stairs slowly
and by no means do any sudden running to catch cars etc. He said follow those orders and you
may live to die of old age. I said he was pretty safe in saying that as I had already reached that
stage as I was going on 68. When I heard that news I decided I would rather not go up to camp,
for if I could do no running or swimming or take any long hikes up hill and down dale as usual
and had to sit around camp like a sick old man I felt it would make me realize too keenly how
very much I had slipped, and so I did not go up, and doubt I ever will again. Now I will have to
get my pleasure out of dreaming of the many happy hours I spent up around there and in my
trophies of the hunt and the pictures I have taken up there. It would have seemed strange without
poor Leon around, even if Mrs. Potter and Eleanor were around, but would be very different with
all new people there and from what I have heard many of the guests were won over to [?]. Many
I know were getting to be old timers like myself and getting too old for that sort of thing. I also
heard that Harry Cypher’s camps had also changed hands as Harry suffered a heart attack and
had to give it up. So a new generation will get to going in and many of them will go in the easy
way by plane and to my mind miss a lot of the real sport and good of getting in way back beyond
as we have known it. Hope you and yours have enjoyed good health and from your new rating I
should say things have gone along all right for you. Hoping to see you again some time, even if it
is not up at our old stamping grounds—The Antlers—and with my kindest regards.
February 19, 1946. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
It has been quite some time since I have had occasion to write to you but I now have a matter as
to which it is necessary to enter upon a definite commitment.
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We have, as you know, issued yearly supplements to the Maine and Southern Guides. Usually,
through delays in getting information, we did not get the copy into your hands until June and
often the printed supplement was not available until the hiking season was well under way. Due
to unusual conditions, it is imperative that this supplement be issued at once. I would have the
manuscript in your hands in about two weeks. It will contain approximately eight pages, double
space, and would be in the same format as the Maine Supplement of 1945. For convenient
reference, I enclose a copy of that. My question is this. If the manuscript is in your hands by
March 10th, can you assure us of definite delivery by April 1st?
I regret to have to ask you to be so specific, in view of the difficult conditions which I know you
are operating under but the situation necessitates my making definite arrangements.
Incidentally, I believe we have never received the copies of the Katahdin index, of which proof
was sent back to you several months ago. It would simplify matters to be able to mail this index
with the Maine Supplement. Can you give me any word of this?
I shall be very much obliged to you for your advices in the matter.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
February 19, 1946. Myron Avery to Frank Speed, Chamber of Commerce, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Speed:
I regret to have to trouble you but the situation is one where I need to ascertain a source of
information and I am somewhat at a loss as to how to proceed. You will recall that I have edited
the Maine Guidebooks, which, together with the Katahdin reprint, are carried for sale by the
Millinocket Chamber of Commerce.
We are preparing to issue the 1946 Supplement within the next two weeks. It is quite imperative
to be able to indicate the situation with respect to the Rainbow Lake Camps. I have had no word
except the story which reached me of Mr. Clifford's most unfortunate death last fall. I do not
know whether the Camps have been sold or who plans to run them. It occurred to me that from
your local sources you might know what disposition is being made or could tell me where I
should write. I would be very sorry to have the 1946 Supplement appear without indicating the
situation, since these Camps are so close to Katahdin.
For your convenience, I am enclosing an addressed stamped envelope.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
February 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
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When I was in Portland last weekend, Mr. Butler of the Maine Publicity Bureau told me that you
had issued a revision of "Mountain Climbing in Maine". If this is correct, it would be, I think, the
third edition. I was under the impression that corrections were minor. I do remember that there
was one edition after the initial printing.
Whether the information is correct or whether you have in mind issuing another edition, I
thought it advisable to say that there are a number of corrections and changes which should be
made; particularly the reference to Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine is out of date and it
should refer to the loose-leaf 1941 edition (pages 8 and 19).
There are also some supplemental matters as to the other mountains on the Trail route. There are
also changes on the Katahdin section. Further, since the exact elevation of Old Speck has been
determined, as set forth in Appalachian Trailway News, that would have some bearing on
Attwood's tabulation. In brief, what I intend to say is something which you undoubtedly would
have in mind in any event--that is, if any major revision is to be made, that I and undoubtedly
Attwood would have material suggestions.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{File in Me. File, Kennebec to Katahdin, taken to Headquarters.}
February 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Will:
The enclosed letter from the proprietor of Troutdale represents the loss of a contact on the Trail
which was very useful.
Mr. Hoar had kept open the route from Moxie Pond to Bald Mountain.
Mr. Hoar, with the usual indefiniteness, refers to a Mr. Thrasher from Lewiston as taking over
the camps. I would like to get in touch with him, so I am forwarding the note to ask if the name
means anything to you.
I am taking advantage of the long week-end to try to reach Lubec. I will have to go straight
through. I have very much in mind the matter of bringing the Katahdin slides to Lewiston but it
will not be until after the middle of March.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
February 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Roland Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
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Your letter of February 12th is very unwelcome news to us. We had hoped that you would be at
Troutdale for some very considerable time. With Mrs. Hoar’s meals and the camp hospitality, I
had thought you were in a fair way to build up a good clientele.
I appreciate what you have done in taking the Appalachian Trail material to Mr. Rohr’s.
The people here still talk of their stay at Troutdale and will be much disappointed when I tell
them they will have to go very far west to repeat the experience.
We certainly have appreciated your help on the Trail system and personally it is a matter of very
real regret to see you leave. We wish you all possible luck in your new venture.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
February 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Guy Butler, Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
1 have given some thought to your suggestion that we try to furnish you with a statement as to
Trail conditions in Maine which you could have available for ready distribution.
I have thought that perhaps the best procedure would be to have a mimeographed one-page
statement to which there could be attached the details of the proposed 1946 Supplement to the
Guide. My conversation with you has impressed upon me the necessity for having this printed
and made available earlier than usual. We have made arrangements with the printer to complete
his work by April 1st and should be able to send you shortly thereafter sufficient copies of the
Supplement to go with the mimeographed statement. I think that this is perhaps the most
effective method of dealing with the matter.
I enclose a draft of the manuscript so that you can see what the final form would be. If my
suggestions as to how to deal with this problem do not seem to you to be entirely adequate, we
shall welcome your views and attempt solution along any other line which you may mention.
I am passing on to Miss Stephenson, Publicity Director for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
what you said as to the receipt of the photographs, particularly the large set of mounted views
sent on by express. We shall be glad to know whether your photographic people think that they
can be used to any advantage.
I also spoke to Miss Stephenson about her plan to prepare a small exhibit which could be placed
on the counter to publicize The Appalachian Trail in Maine and the Maine Guide. I am hoping
that she can make this a first order of business, as I think it would greatly facilitate dealing with
these matters.
February 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Miss Marjorie Spock, 120 East 89th Street, New York
28, New York.
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Dear Miss Spock:
1 have received your letter of February 16th.
May I suggest that in future matters you use the address at the end of this letter which I had
thought had been placed on my former communication. The great number of Naval Officers on
duty results in a situation where considerable checking is required when letter are merely
addressed to the individual in the Navy Department.
As far as maps for canoe cruises are concerned, the plates in Water Supply Paper 279 are
unequaled. A number of years ago I obtained and varnished an extra set. The Maine State library
has this publication and I should think that you could borrow it from some local library and make
arrangements to have photostated the plates which you require. The details adds greatly to a
canoe trip.
You undoubtedly noticed the articles on the Maine Guide laws which appeared in the recent
issue of Trailway News and would have some bearing on your proposed plans. The plates in the
Water Supply publication are so unique and invaluable that I felt warranted in suggesting again
to you that you make every effort to obtain them.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
February 21, 1946. C. S. McCarty, Manager, Commercial Printing Department,
Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia, to Myron Avery.
Replying to your letter of February 19, we believe we will be in a position to take care of your
needs on the Supplement, provided the paper can be selected from stock on hand. If you have
colors you prefer using in this year's Supplement, please let us know so we can place the order
immediately. It might be possible to get regular colors in time to make delivery by April 1.
However, under present conditions, we could not make a definite commitment unless the stock is
optional.
We have the "Index to Katahdin" in the press room. Stock is the problem! We had the job
marked for Tri-Opaque. In January the dealer wrote that this grade had not been reinstated and
would not be during the first quarter. As our quotation was on 40-pound Machine Finish Book,
we changed the order to that, but have not been able to get it. We have some 50-pound Warren's
New England England Finish on hand and if the job is wanted before April we will have to
substitute. This paper will match the original very well except in thickness. Kindly advise.
Thanking you for your favors and courtesies, we are…
February 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Albert Fowler, Norcross, Maine
Dear Mr. Fowler:
At last we have succeeded in getting copies made of the Stoddar photographs. I find that the
trouble was getting the right kind of film to take the old brown prints and show them up at all.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

17

We have had a set of prints made to be preserved in our records here, so that in the event of
anything happening to one set, the loss would not be irretrievable. Later I hope to have some
additional sets made, but entirely aside from the cost, which is |$4.50 for one set, the type of
paper needed is still scarce and hard to secure.
1 am sending the photographs back to you. They will go by express, for safety, and probably on
Monday morning. If you do not receive them promptly, please let me know.
We certainly do appreciate your kindness and courtesy in letting me have these photographs. The
duplicates of them are a definite addition to the collection we are making of early photographs
and literature of the Maine Woods. This collection is destined, in time and when completed, for
the Maine State Library, where it will be preserved.
We are recording that the inclusion of these Stoddar photographs is due to your courtesy and
generous loan of the originals.
I am still in Naval Service and do not know when I will be released. However, I am hoping to be
in your section of Maine late in the summer, and hope I will then have an opportunity of seeing
you.
Dictated by Captain Avery and transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
February 24, 1946. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron—
Your letter received yesterday. Sorry you couldn’t stop off on your way to Lubec.
I got in touch with your Mr. Thrasher today. (It was simple, since he is the only Thrasher in the
phone book). He is Carleton M., 107 Nichols St., Lew. He is going up to Moxie to stay about
April 1st. I told him something about the A.T. and he was interested; said he would be glad to
cooperate in any way he could. I told him that you would write him and that I hoped you would
be in Lewiston to show the Kodachromes before he left for Moxie; he said to be sure and let him
know, as he would like to meet you.
I hope you can make the trip here in the latter half of March. Spring recess is from March 27 to
Apr. 8, so if in March it should be before the 27th. Let me know as far ahead as possible so I can
book the date and give it some publicity.
David is still in the Indian Ocean and Pacific; his last letter stated he was headed for Singapore
again, and his ship probably wouldn’t get back before summer.
We are well.
February 25, 1946. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Myron:
We didn’t make really a revision of “Mountain Climbing in Maine”. We did reprint the book just
about as it was.
Our old issue was entirely exhausted and we needed some for this year. I am sending you a copy
of the reprint.
February 25, 1946. Frank Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have, this morning, contacted the Millinocket Trust Company, who is administrator of the
Estate of Mr. Clifford. The camps are for sale, but as yet there has been no definite buyer. They
expect that they will be sold between now and spring. We hope this gives you the desired
information.
February 27, 1946. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Manager, Commercial Printing
Department, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Thank you for the very prompt reply of your letter of 21 February to my letter of February 19th.
The urgency of publication is the prior consideration. I am sending you the color used in the
1945, 1944 and 1943 Supplements. I should prefer, for reasons of emphasis, to use the color as
far removed from 1945 as possible. However, subject to not using the 1945 color, we will accept
whatever color stock you can supply. If you have, sample, we would appreciate receiving it. We,
of course, need to avoid the use of white.
I also want to conclude the "Index to Katahdin”. I want to include this Index with the
Supplement and if there is no alternative, we will accept the 50 lb. Warren’s paper. However, if
the job can be completed in time, we would prefer the 40 lb. finish.
Permit me to say that I appreciate the difficulties under which you labor and I regret to have to
be so insistent that you finish the task by April 1st, so that the copy can be mailed out at that time.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
February 27,1946. Myron Avery to J. W. Worthington,112 Pinckney Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Worthington:
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I have recently seen a pamphlet dealing with the geology of the Katahdin Iron Works area.
Having in mind your interest in that region as indicated by your article in Appalachia, I have
obtained a copy and I am forwarding it to you under separate cover.
I am sorry that the author, for historical reasons, could not have known of and referred to your
article. By reason of your proprietary interest you may feel that you can illuminate his ignorance
by sending him a copy.
February 27, 1946. Myron Avery to Harry Ross, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ross:
In keeping with our conversation on February 22, I am enclosing three sets of the section of the
Park Service Report which I have. I am at a loss to understand how I could have forgotten to
have met my commitment (to mail them to you). You were charitable not to have reminded me
before of my delinquency.
I regret that I have only one map.
Since you had made your notations on the old Forest Service map, I wondered what might have
happened to our loose-leaf green-covered 1942 edition of the Maine Guide, which was supposed
to have been sent to you in that year. I am sending another copy of the Katahdin Section and of
maps 3A and 3B, which comprise our available maps. We have exhausted the separates of the
Katahdin section maps and this represents the only form in which they are available.
I Believe that my disguise was sufficient so that any possibility of your contamination will not be
reported to Portland sources!
I certainly enjoyed my visit and I hope you will be disposed to let me know of any developments
land purchase end [sic]. I will in turn acquaint you of any matters which come to my notice.
Please remember me to Mrs. Ross and to your daughters, who seem to have inherited their
mother’s charm.
February 27, 1946. Hal Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I must apologize for being so slow in writing. I want to thank you for being so swell to us when
we stopped at your home.
It has taken me this time to get the Park Authority to meet, up until now I had been able to catch
only one of the three in Augusta at a time. I made a good bargain and after checking their funds,
the Authority agreed. We will operate on a shoe string until July 1st. We hope to get an addition
to the present war time appropriation for the following fiscal year.
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I intend to take an inventory of our facilities between now and the spring thaws; so I should have
an interesting account of my travels about that time.
I found I had a list, prepared by you, of color slides needed to round out the A.T.C. collection. I
have inclosed a few you will be interested in.
I understand the Trout Brook Tote Road is plowed clear to Webster Lake. That is my first
objective. I’ll write in a couple of weeks on my exploits.
February 28, 1946. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron—I was wrong about date of spring recess, as given to you in last letter: the correct
ate is April 17-23.
This might make a difference regarding time you could come to Lewiston.
February, 1946.

1946
SUPPLEMENT TO
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
TRAIL CONDITIONS

The Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip of 1945 recleared The Appalachian Trail for a
distance of 30 miles from the Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to to the East Carry Pond Lean-to. In
addition to standardized white paint blazes, board signs and A.T. markers were renewed. The
Trail in this section was thoroughly cleared by use of pruning shears and weeders. The
unavoidable maintenance suspension during the war years had manifested itself in this area thru
heavy growth of hardwood sprouts, particularly beech. Intensive clearing was required. While
travel was impeded, the marking was such that the route could still be followed without difficulty.
The Maine ice storm of 1945 brought numerous firs and cedars into the Trail, necessitating much
ax work.
The 1944 Supplement, in view of Trail conditions, particularly recommended traverse of the
Trail from Yoke Ponds or Joe Mary Lake to Katahdin. This suggestion is repeated and the area
traversed by the 1945 work party is also particularly recommended. This would be from
Blanchard to Mt. Bigelow. While the section from Blanchard to the Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
was not recleared in 1945, it is reported as fairly open. An alternative eastern approach would be
to Troutdale Camps on Moxie Pond, from the Maine Central bus at Bingham, going east to
Moxie Bald Mountain and then west to Dead River Village. The lay-over at each sporting camp
involved would provide an interesting nine-day trip.
The monitions as to travel in Maine set forth in the 1945 Supplement are most pertinent.
Intensive effort will be made in 1946 to reclear sections which have suffered from lack of
maintenance due to the war situation. Due to lack of maintenance, difficulties would be
experienced between Yoke Pond and Bodfish Farm.
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Helon N. Taylor, now Superintendent of the Lake Megantic Preserve, cleared the trail in 1945
between Big Wilson Stream and Blanchard.
INDEX TO KATAHDIN REPRINT
When the Katahdin Section of the Maine Guide was issued as a separate, a separate Index was
not then included. This has now been prepared, as announced in the September 1945 issue of
Appalachian Trailway News, by the publication of a ____page index for the Katahdin Section.
Purchasers of the Katahdin Section may obtain this index by sending a stamped addressed
envelope to The Appalachian trail Conference. The index has been printed on sheets slightly
smaller than the Guide to permit its being stapled into the reprint.
NEW MAPS
There were distributed in December 1945 to all purchasers of the Maine Guide and the Katahdin
Reprint, whose addresses are registered with The Appalachian trail Conference, copies of largescale maps of portions of the Katahdin Region Map (No, 3). These maps are:
Lower Nesowadnehunk Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions (Map No.
3A).
The Traveler (Map No.3B).
By reason of the interest in these areas, the availability of these maps will be of considerable
assistance. The maps are sold to other than Guidebook purchasers for $.10 each on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.
***
East Carry Pond Lean-to:
Bunk space has been reduced approximately 50% by use of flooring for fuel by fishermen. This
is an instance of the unnecessary devastation which increases maintenance problems.
Carry Pond Camps (at East Carry Pond):
In 1945 lodging only was available; no meals were provided. Inquiry should be made of Walter
C. Hatch, North Conway, Mass., as to the 1946 facilities.
Kennebec River:
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps were using for ferrying in 1945 a motor boat which crossed the
river approximately one mile below the marked Appalachian Trail route. As ferrying has to be
accomplished by telephone arrangements, particular inquiry should be made as to the ferrying
locality.
pp. 199 and 414:
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In 1945 Jasper Haynes, proprietor of Buck Horn Camps on Middle Joe Mary Lake, felled a large
pine about 100 yds. upstream from the trail crossing. This solves the problem of crossing Cooper
Brook dryshod.
pp. 238, 239 and 278:
Folsom’s Moxie Pond Camps have been discontinued.
pp. 264 and 357:
The Horns Pond Lean-tos: The bronze registration cylinder, initially at Katahdin, has been
installed at these lean-tos on Mt. Bigelow. The 1944 Supplement referred to the larger
registration cylinder with the new signs installed at Katahdin.
pp. 238 and 378:
Transportation to Troutdale Cabins from Waterville or Bingham can be arranged thru the
proprietor of Troutdale Camps where excellent accommodations are again available. The pre-war
bus operating from Boston over U.S Route 201 along the Kennebec River may be again in
operation in 1946.
pp. 301-310:
Parties traversing Sections 22-24 should obtain ($.10) from the U.S. Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C., the new U.S.G.S. Old Speck Quadrangle.
pp. 303 and 315:
The firewarden on Old Speck has constructed an easier alternative route from the firewarden's
cabin to the firetower. Approximately 150 yds. above the firewarden’s cabin, the new route
diverges to the right near a large boulder with trees growing on it. It slabs the north side of the
mountain, passing thru spruce woods for perhaps half a mile and joins the initial route a short
distance below the summit. The new route is less rough than the old and has excellent footing.
The Appalachian Mountain Club expects to replace, in the near future, the Full Goose and Old
Speck Lean-tos. Their locations may differ slightly from the present sites.
Mt. Bigelow:
A detailed account of Mt. Bigelow by Captain Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R., appeared in
Appalachia, June, 1945. This is one of the Appalachia series on outstanding mountains of New
England. Reprints may be had by sending an addressed envelope to The Appalachian Trail
Conference headquarters.
Saddleback Mountain:
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Bates College Outing Club, with the return to normal school activities, is scheduling work trips
to care for its 40-mile section from Saddleback Mountain to the Andover-C Pond Road [sic.
Should be Andover-B Hill Road.].
March 2, 1946. C. S. MCarty, Manager, Commercial Printing Department, Shenandoah
Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
As per request embodied in your letter of February 27, we are enclosing herewith sample of
Hammermill Ledger, Buff, which is about all we have to offer in the way of paper for your 1946
Supplements.
Thanking you for your favors and courtesies,
March 2, 1946. Guy P. Butler, State of Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
Thank you very much for your interesting letter of February 20th with enclosed draft of proposed
mimeograph to be used in our offices in replying to inquiries concerning current conditions of
the Trail in Maine.
I think this draft would be of considerable help to us, and would suggest that you send us two or
three hundred copies just as soon as convenient. We can very easily attach them to the
supplement when they are received in April.
March 5, 1946. Myron Avery to Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager, State of Maine
Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
Thank you for your letter of 2 March. I am glad to know that the proposed statement as to current
Trail conditions in Maine will meet your requirements. I am arranging to have a stencil cut of the
statement and the 300 copies will go forward to you in the very near future.
I note that your office will be in a position to attach the Supplement to these statements. We
expect the Supplements to be available April 1 and in any event as soon as received from the
printer, the Supplements will go forward to you for attachment to the mimeographed sheets.
I assume that you will care for the matter of the distribution to your branch offices.
Copies to:
Miss Park
Miss Stephenson
Trail Conference .Secretaries.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

24

Miss Park: It will be Miss Park's responsibility to see that the 300 Supplements go forward with
an appropriate letter to Mr. Butler as soon as received from the printer, approximately April 1st.
The order should allow for the 300, that is, be 300 more than last year. Miss Stephenson is to
care for the mimeographed sheet.
March 5, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I am glad to have your letter of 27 February.
I appreciate your sending the slides, which arrived in good order.
I am delighted to know that you have made a satisfactory arrangement with the Park authorities.
That is the most promising indication for the Katahdin country that I have seen for many a day.
When at Bangor last week-end, I had a very interesting discussion with Harry Ross. He fully
appreciates the importance of his Avalanche Brook property in the overall Katahdin picture. J
judge that Baxter’s offer is still very much below what Ross wants for the area.
I read with much interest about your proposed trip to Webster Lake. I envy you that and will
hold you to your promise to write of your exploits. I hope that you will have an extra copy of a
map, to indicate the route and to mark any developments, etc. I shall be much interested to know
what is going on at Webster Lake and the drive on progress on the East Branch, if any.
March 6, 1946. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Manager, Commercial Printing
Department, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Thank you for your letter of March 2nd. The sample of Hammermill Ledger, buff, will be
satisfactory for the 1946 Guide Supplement. It furnishes sufficient contrast to the 1945 issue.
The manuscript will be sent to you by the end of this week, in keeping with our commitment.
Please have proof of manuscript sent to Miss Marlon Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. and a second proof sent to me. We will make all possible speed in returning the proof to
you. As we wrote you, we have urgent need of this Supplement by April 1st and trust that
nothing will happen to prevent your meeting the schedule and furnishing the Katahdin Index at
the same time.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
Copy to each Assistant Secretary and Miss Stephenson
March 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Blanche E. Graf, Chairman, Vacationers Banquet,
Flushing, New York.
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Dear Mrs. Graf:
Thank you for your letter of 25 February. Mr. Dench’s last word was of the very extensive and
much appreciated support to the Appalachian Trail Conference in the way of the $50
contribution, which will be reported in Appalachian Trailway News.
I am much interested in your proposed trip to Katahdin, particularly its date and where you
would be based. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club trip this year, in early September, will
probably end in the area.
I have also noted with some interest the announcement of the Kodachrome lecture. I am afraid
that at this date it is impossible to say whether my Service requirements would prevent my
attending the session. I am extremely anxious to publicize the Katahdin area and I shall endeavor
to do what 1 can to be in New York on that occasion.
It is not a matter of movies but Kodachrome slides and the talk would require a full hour. We
would also try to have a small Katahdin exhibit for your meeting.
I appreciate your invitation to Mrs. Avery, who attended one of these occasions with me a
number of years ago.
March 7, 1946. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Appalachian Trail Conference. [Handwritten] {25 cents enclosed and given to Miss. B.}
I received the two fine maps of No. 3A Daicey Pond, Kidney Pond, Double Top regions etc.—
also—No. 3B—The Traveler etc. Many thanks! The maps are very fine. As I done considerable
map work in my time—I can appreciate good maps. Please excuse my long delay in answering.
Of course I want all of the additions to our Appalachian Trail literature. Maps etc. continued. So
I am enclosing 25 cents as you suggest. Please continue to send me all new material—Now—I
had plans to do a bit (at least) of Trail travelling and Trail work in 1945. But because of a whole
lot of work to do—and being unable to get help, I was unable to hardly leave town for a day.
However I did manage to get one trip on to our Mt. Bigelow—I went up over the spur Blue
Trail—to Cranberry Peak taking a couple blankets and bit of food. I camped at the “Peak” by the
“spring” over night. Then before sunrise I was on my way to “Horns Pond”, reaching the Leantos at noon—and in the P.M. I followed the white trail to Bigelow Station. I done some brushing
but much needs to be done from Horns Pond to Bigelow station. I came back home on a truck.
Three weeks later I got in a trip to the Summit of Sugarloaf. I planned to do some photographing.
But—it fogged in—even rained. I made two photos. I was much disappointed. The Trail to the
top of Sugarloaf is fairly good except up thru lumber cuttings. Now this season I plan a trip to
Sugarloaf and thru to Saddleback and taking in Mt. Abram if weather permits. I have not yet
followed to Abram but have been up the Mt. from Kingfield Me. several times.
I have a very fine photographie outfit 5x7 in size. Also capable of panoramic and telephoto work.
If I get a chance to use it. I have all sorts of filters etc. for getting distant Mt. shots. Well, we will
see what this summer brings out. If I had the time I certainly would do a whole lot of following
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the “Silver Isle”, but it’s time I have not. Hope to meet some of our members this year. Our old
friend Helon Taylor is now Supt. Megantic Preserve.
March 10, 1946. Hal Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
My trip into the North end of the Park was a hurried one, but I picked up a little data that is of
interest. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to drive clear to the Eastern Mfg. Co’s. camps because of
bad places in the road which leaves that total mileage figure incomplete.
I noticed an error in copying the Traveler Map. The outlet of Mahar Pond trying to run up hill.
The trail on the South end of the Upper South Branch Pond is as indicated. The old campsite
(McDonald’s) cannot be called a campsite because it has been obliterated.
A slight correction of terrain up near Pogy Notch is also indicated, and the trail to the Traveler
Gap goes over a low saddle as indicated.
Our camps at South Branch and Burn’t Mtn. were in fair shape, everything considered.
I planned to go right into the South end of the Park to look over our facilities, but an unseasonal
thaw put a stop to that. I may go in very soon now.
I expect to meet with the Park Authority about the first of April, and I want to have the clearest
picture possible of conditions on the Park when I sit in on that conference.
Sometime before the first of May, if I receive a new register for the summit of Katahdin, I’ll see
to it that the old register is replaced. I’m curious to see how all our trail signs have weathered. I
anticipate a lot of trail work on the Eastern side thru the Wassataquoik watershed this coming
season.
March 11, 1946. Marion Park to C. S. McCarty, Manager, Commercial Printing
Department, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Supplementing my letter of March 8th, 1 am writing to ask that you insert in the Supplement on
the last page, between Carry Pond Camps and Redington Pond Camps the following:
Ledge House:
The Ledge House will not be in operation during 1946.
March 14, 1946. Howard M. Goff, Chairman, Guide Book Committee, Appalachian
Mountain Club, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Captain Avery:
I will appreciate your sending me the revision of the New England Conference section as it
appears in the 1940 Guide so that the new material may be used in the new volume which we
expect to have ready sometime in June.
Mr. Hamlin advised me some time ago that the membership of the Conference would probably
change this year and that he would write me of these so that I would have the corrected list
before April 1. When his revision and yours are received, this will complete that chapter.
I was very glad of the opportunity to spend some time with you the other evening, and I hope
that my being with you added some pleasure to your visit here. The next time you come to
Boston please try and arrange your schedule so that we may have lunch together.
March 14, 1946. Julia E. Dawson, 45 Ocean Street, East Lynn, Massachusetts, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery—
I have talked with the children about the Katahdin collection and they are pleased with the idea
of having Mr. Dawson’s material on Katahdin in the Maine State Library. It will be a fine
memorial for him and keep his name in close connection to the mountain he loved so well.
My daughter came across these articles in a folder and I thought you might like to read them. I
would like them returned when you are through with them. Also I would like the glossy prints
which were made to go with the Geographic article. Copies would do if the glossy prints are of
use to you.
I would also like the enlargements of the Basins and especially the one with the clouds on
Pomola Peak. Everything else is at your disposal for I do feel you have suggested a wonderful
way to preserve the years of work Mr. Dawson put in making the pictures. He had years of real
fun planning and making the trips. I feel fortunate that I went on one of them. There is no hurry
about returning these prints. Let me know if I can be of further assistance.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Professor William Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Will:
I think I have reached the stage where I can make a definite commitment on the Katahdin slides
and I hope that I am picking out a time that will be of maximum convenience.
I have to be in Boston on the morning of Thursday, March 28th. My plan is to take either the
noon train or the 1:15 train down to Lewiston. This would put me there in the late afternoon. I
am sending this letter special air mail in order to give you ample time to work out the
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arrangements, if you wish to go ahead with the Katahdin matter. We can count on its occupying
about an hour.
I am going to send to you by express the signal flashing apparatus. I wish to suggest that you
check the bulb to make sure it is not damaged. It would be well, if there is any choice, to obtain
as powerful a projector as possible since the slides will show up to much better advantage.
I would be glad indeed to accept the Sawyer hospitality for that night but as indicated, I will be
going on to Augusta the next morning.
I enclose copies of letters which I have written to Greaton and Rendall. In keeping with our
previous correspondence, I assume that you will get in touch with Stanley Attwood so that he
can publicize it to the Maine Alpine Club and other groups. We are anxious to give the existence
of this Katahdin Kodachrome slide collection as much publicity as possible as well as to pass the
word of its showing to all that may be interested. For this reason, I hope that Attwood’s services
in publicizing the collection can be enlisted.
We are getting correspondence from members of the Maine Outing Club and perhaps some of
these days we can enlist their assistance on the Trail. At Colby the Geology Professor, Lougee, is
a brother of an individual whom I know and Professor Lougee seems to have an outdoor interest.
Perhaps biology and geology are not so far apart but what you will come into contact with him
some of these days.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy J.S.}
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
My present expectation is to be in Maine on March 28th and 29th.
As you know, the Bates Outing Club under our mutual friend Will Sawyer maintains a 40-mile
section of The Appalachian Trail in western Maine. The Trail Conference has an outstanding
Kodachrome slide collection on Katahdin and the combination of these circumstances means that
I have written to Will Sawyer, suggesting the date of March 28th for my showing of these slides
to the Bates College Outing Club at Lewiston. We have had this under discussion for quite some
time.
If you are available, I wanted to come on to Augusta on Friday morning, the 29th, and ask for a
few minutes of your valuable time.
Dyer spent a night with me at Washington recently on his way north.
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You will be surprised when I tell you that I heard you at the Maine State Dinner at Washington
but due to having to leave for a train, was unable to work my way through the throng to speak to
you. You people put on quite a great show.
If you are in Lewiston, you may be interested to see what the Conference has on our Maine
mountain.
I would appreciate your letting me know whether you expect to be available on the 29th.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Honorable Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner,
Augusta, 'Maine.
Dear Ray:
My present expectation is to be in Maine on March 28th and 29th.
As you know, the Bates Outing Club under our mutual friend, Will Sawyer, maintains a 40-mile
section of The Appalachian Trail in western Maine. The Trail Conference has an outstanding
Kodachrome slide collection on Katahdin and the combination of these circumstances means that
I have written Will Sawyer, suggesting that the date of March 28th be set for my showing of
these slides to the Bates College Outing Club at Lewiston. We have had this under discussion for
quite some time.
If you are available, I wanted to come to Augusta on Friday morning, the 29th, and ask for a few
minutes of your valuable time. I wanted particularly to discuss the possibility of using funds
which we have to get some clearing done on the Maine trails on Mt. Bigelow. It would be a
matter of trying to see whether our money could be used to supplement Forest Service funds for
trail clearing.
Dyer spent a night with me at Washington recently on his way north.
I would appreciate your letting me know if you expect to be available on the 29th.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
March 16, 1946. Marion Park to C. S. McCarthy, Shenandoah Publishing House.
Dear Mr. McCarthy:
We have received last minute correction for the Supplement to Guide to The Appalachian Trail
in Maine and request that you insert it in the proof. It should go in on page 3 of the manuscript at
the top of the page immediately following TRAIL DETAILS.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Editor, The Living Wilderness.
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Dear Mr. Zahniser:
You will remember that last July I forwarded to you an article with respect to the situation at
Katahdin, suggesting that The Living Wilderness might take the lead in proposing constructive
conservation measures for that area. You wrote me that the next issue would he a memorial
number, but that you would like to hold the article for future consideration.
I am wondering whether it has been decided to take some definite action in this matter.
Now would be the time to do so. The Baxter Park authorities contemplate taking steps to try to
meet the emergency resulting from the failure of the last legislature to make any appropriations
for the Park. Therefore, this summer it would be timely to an extent never again to be realized,
for the article would point up the necessity for a long range plan for the Katahdin country. I feel
it affords an unusual opportunity for The Wilderness Society to do something definitely
constructive.
I will be glad to hear from you further about this matter, and if you decide to use the article in
your next issue, I will also take pleasure in placing at your disposal a number of photographs of
an unusual character.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff.
My dear Mr. Goff:
I have your letter of March 14th, addressed to me as Chairman of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, requesting the Conference cooperation in the preparation of manuscript for the
revision of the A.M.C. White Mountain Guide, dealing with the New England Trail Conference
and the Appalachian Trail.
In keeping with this request, the material is enclosed in duplicate.
It is understood that the furnishing of this material in my capacity as Chairman of the
Appalachian Trail Conference does not in any way condone the copyright infringement of Guide
To The Appalachian Trail In Maine committed in the recent publication by the Appalachian
Mountain Club in its Katahdin Guide. I emphasize this to avoid any possible misunderstanding
on this score.
March 16, 1946.
THE NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE
The New England Trail Conference was organized in 1917, to develops the tramping
possibilities of New England by linking areas suitable for walking by connecting trails and to
correlate the work of local organizations. The Conference holds annual meetings. It serves as a
clearing-house for information to new England trail-making and trail-using organizations and
individuals. This Conference has issued some publications. Of particular interest are its Trail
Census, Map of the Projected New England Trail System, the first edition of GUIDE TO THE
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APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW EHNGLAND, manuals of trail locating, trail making, ski
trail standards, open camps and the use of trails and of light camping equipment. The latter is the
initial publication of the literature of this technique.
The Chairman is (1916) John H. Vondell, 60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Mass., and the Secretary,
W. R. Hamlin, 60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Mass. Correspondence in connection with
Conference' publications should be addressed to the Secretary.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
The Appalachian Trail
The proposal for a through trail, vaguely suggested at various times from 1910 to 1920, and
originally suggested for the New England states, has developed into a continuous, marked
footpath of some 2,050 miles through the mountain wilderness of the eastern Atlantic states. This
route for walkers is The Appalachian Trail. It appropriately takes its name from the ranges
generally referred to as Appalachian, along the crest of which this skyline route extends. This
master trail leads from Katahdin in the central Maine wilderness south to Mt. Oglethorpe in
Georgia. The project is supervised by the Appalachian Trail Conference, a federation of the
outing clubs and individuals maintaining the Trail, with headquarters in Washington, D.C.
The proposal of The Appalachian Trail was originally advanced by Benton MacKaye of Shirley,
Mass., in an article in the October, 1921, issue of the Journal of American Institute of Architects.
MacKaye's proposal aroused interest among the clubs in the vicinity of New York City and, in
1921, in the Bear Mountain section of the Palisades Interstate Park, the first part of the Trail was
constructed by clubs affiliated in the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference. Interest in the
undertaking soon spread to New England and south into Pennsylvania. The early enthusiasm for
the project, however, declined before much actual trail work had been accomplished but in 1926
Arthur Perkins, a retired lawyer of Hartford, Conn., and member of the Appalachian Mountain
Club, revived interest. To the momentum developed by Mr. Perkins' activities is due the practical
completion of the Trail. Since 1931, Captain Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R., has been Chairman of
the Appalachian Trail Conference.
This master Trail was initially completed, marked and measured some 15 years after its inception,
in August, 1937, when the last two miles were cleared by a CCC crew on the slope of Mt.
Spaulding in western Maine.
In its beginning, this project was a mere trail, the distinguishing feature of which was its
practically endless character. It has, however, now passed into a second stage--that of the
Appalachian Trailway--by virtue of an agreement entered into between the National Park Service
and the U. S. Forest Service in 1938 under which the route of the trail within the Federallyowned lands, for a width of a mile on each side, has acquired a unique and protected status.
Within this zone there are to be built no new paralleling motor roads or other incompatible
developments. The Appalachian Trail has thus become a distinct type of recreational area, set
apart solely for those who camp and walk in the wilderness. Subsequently, the states through
which the Trail passes adhered to a similar agreement, so that approximately one-half of the Trail
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route new receives the protection of The Appalachian Trailway agreements. This agreement,
which is of outstanding importance as a matter of conservation, thus confers upon the through
route, leading through the White Mountains past the AMC Huts, a distinct and protected status.
This protected none in area is equal to the entire extent of the White Mountain National Forest.
In order to preserve this extensive trail project through the necessary medium of bringing the
Trail route throughout into public ownership, the Appalachian Trail Conference has sponsored
the bill (H.R. 2142) introduced by Congressman Daniel K. Hoch in Congress to create a national
System of foot Trails. Material relating to this project can be had from the Appalachian Trail
Conference.
Publications
The Appalachian Trail Conference distributes gratis to inquirers a pamphlet entitled THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL, which furnishes a generalized statement of the Trail project and lists
the Trail literature. Specific points suggested by inquiries addressed to the Conference are
developed in detail in the 64-page publication, SUGGESTIONS FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL
USERS (25 cents). This should be consulted by all who plan extended trips on The Appalachian
Trail. The official publication issued three times a year by the Conference, Appalachian Trailway News, reports developments and progress in the Trail project. This publication particularly
reports changes in Trail conditions and matters of interest to Trail users.
The entire route of the Trail is covered by a series of five guides, issued or sponsored by the
Conference. Those relating to New England are GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
NEW ENGLAND, 2nd edition issued 1939 under editorship of Myron H. Avery (260 pp.),
SUPPLEMENT to this Guide, covering the Dartmouth Outing Club section, from the White
Mountains to the Green Mountains (100 miles), issued 1942 (125 pp.); and GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, 4th edition, issued 1942 by the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, Inc. (592 pp.), in the new loose-leaf format adopted by the Appalachian Trail Conference,
which with the transparent map case makes readily usable the particular sections required. The
chapters in this Guide which cover Katahdin (146 pp.) have been issued as a separate publication,
together with the maps of that region, Katahdin Region Map (No.3), Lower Nesowadnehunk
Stream (No. 3A) and The Traveler (No.3B). The Maine Guide is kept current by annual
supplements and revised pages. No traveler should attempt to travel the Trail in Maine without
the benefit of this Guide. Other publications on Maine, Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow, issued by the
Conference are set forth in the list of publications in the pamphlet, THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL, distributed gratuitously by the Conference.
Trail Route in New Hampshire
The Appalachian Trail in New Hampshire utilizes preexisting trail, constructed either by the
Appalachian Mountain Club or the Dartmouth Outing Club, which antedate the Appalachian
Trail project.
The route of The Appalachian Trail over the trails of the Appalachian Mountain Club between
Lost River and Old Speck is indicated in two ways, as follows.
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(1) The standard A.T. metal marker is placed on a tree (or other object) near to and conspicuous
from each A.M.C. sign, to indicate the direction of The Appalachian Trail from that sign.
(2) On each A.M.C. sign on the route of The Appalachian Trail, near the margin in each
direction toward which the A.M.C. green arrow points, there is placed a small replica of the A.T.
symbol, painted in orange. This symbol alone was used on the signs put up in 1945 marking
most of the trail between Mt. Kinsman and Mt. Clinton. On the signs made subsequently,
marking The Appalachian Trail from Madison Huts to Old Speck and along the Kinsman Ridge
Trail, a small orange arrow has been placed beside the A.T. symbol for greater clarity. This
combination of symbol and arrow will be used on all replacements.
Unfortunately, due to acts of vandalism by souvenir hunters, the metal markers may be expected
to disappear rapidly, but every effort will be made to replace such losses as they are reported. In
the short stretches of A.M.C.-A.T. trail above tree line, it is proposed to drive an iron stake at or
near the first cairn from each information sign, to paint this stake green with an orange band, and
to have an A.T. metal marker bolted to it at the top.
(Note.—There are at present no A.T. markers on the trails between Mt. Clinton and Madison
Huts maintained by the U.S. Forest Service.)
As the Appalachian Trail route in the White Mountains is a series of local trails, care must be
maintained to determine the route, by reason of the emphasis in nomenclature on the local
designation. The local trails utilized from the Maine-New Hampshire line through the White
Mountains and over Mt. Moosilauke and the mileages are (north to south):
Trail

Mahoosuc Trail
U. S. Route 2
Carter-Moriah Trail
Nineteen Mile Brook Trail
Wildcat Ridge Trail
Lost Pond Trail
Old Jackson Road
Madison Gulf Trail
Osgood Cut-off
Osgood Trail
Mt. Madison Trail
Gulfside Trail
Mt. Washington Carriage Road
Crawford Path
Webster Cliff Trail
Ethan Pond Trail
Twinway Trail
Garfield Ridge Trail
Franconia Ridge Trail

Mileage
15.80 m.
1.5 m.
15.5 m.
.3 m.
5.4 m.
1. m.
1.5 m.
2.3 m.
.5 m.
2.4 m.
.45 m.
5.75 m.
.5 m.
5.5 m.
6.45 m.
7.62 m.
7. m.
6.53 m.
3.6 m.

(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
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Liberty Springs Trail
Whitehouse Bridge Trail
Cascade Brook Trail
Fishin’ Jimmy Trail
Kinsman Ridge Trail
Bog Pond Trail
Gordon Pond Trail
Kinsman Ridge Trail
Offset on N.H. Highway 112
Beaver Brook Trail
Glencliff Trail

1.47 m.
1.3 m.
2.65 m.
1.95 m.
4.4 m.
1.25 m.
1.35 m.
3.65 m.
.05 m.
3.65 m.
5.1 m.
116.5 m.

(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.
(p.

From this point the route follows the 41-mile DOC trail to Hanover, and then crosses the
Connecticut River into Vermont. (See SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND.)
Trail Route in Maine
The Maine section of The Appalachian Trail was the last unit, both to be undertaken and to be
completed. Because the route here leads through an utter wilderness, and originally lacked
maintenance support from outing or mountaineering clubs, such as have sponsored the
construction of other sections of the Trail, it was once thought that it would be necessary to
abandon the original project and establish the northern terminus of the Trail at Mt. Washington.
After a two-year survey of existing routes, however, a feasible location was developed in 1933,
utilizing tote-roads and trails and constructing the necessary connecting links.
In 1935, at the suggestion of CCC forester James W. Sewall, and with the cooperation of the
Federal and States Forest Services, The Appalachian Trail in Maine was officially adopted as a
project in the CCC program. This permitted its extension west from Mt. Bigelow.
During subsequent years, the existing Trail, which in 1933 ended at Mt. Bigelow, was continued
to the New Hampshire line. The entire route was materially improved, side trails and shelters
were constructed.
Shelters in Maine
A unique feature of the Trail in Maine is that, while it passes through an utter wilderness,
accommodations in the form of attractively situated sporting camps are available so as to make
possible a 26-day journey across the entire 266 miles of Trail in Maine.
In addition, as an alternative method of accommodations, a chain of lean-tos is being constructed.
There are now 22 lean-tos. While the loss by fire of the Penobscot West Branch Lean-to has
produced a gap in the formerly complete link from Katahdin to Nahmakanta Lake, a distance of
33 miles, the major gap in the chain (1946) is from Nahmakanta Lake southwest to Moxie
Bald Mountain, a distance of some 99 miles, from Moxie Bald Mountain to the Maine-New
Hampshire line (134 m.), the chain is complete. It will be noted that the lean-tos in western
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Maine are continuous with the AMC Hut and Trail System, so that, with the elimination of the
uncompleted section in Maine by the building of 10 lean-tos, there would be developed a
continuous chain of lean-tos from Katahdin to the Vermont-Massachusetts line.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine is under the supervision of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Inc., Maine Forest Service, Bates College Outing Club, Maine Alpine Club, Appalachian
Mountain Club and individuals.
Due to the non-availability of maintaining individuals and the lapse of maintenance during the
war, some sections of the Trail, particularly in western Maine, in 1945 were not to pre-war
standards. The section between Spaulding Mountain and Orbeton stream (5 m.) is closed because
of hurricane damage. Considerable labor will be required to restore some sections to their prewar standard of excellence.
The Appalachian Trail Conference maintains a register on the summits of Katahdin, Mt. Bigelow,
and Baldpate. Trail travelers are requested to cooperate in the maintenance of these registers.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Wm. Hoeferlin, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Dear Hoeferlin:
I saw Murray Stevens at the annual meeting of the New York Chapter of the A.M.C. last
Monday night and he told me of Conference developments.
I thought that I would write to ask if you would have any opportunity or any interest in a project
which I will be undertaking in the rear future. It is a complete redrawing of the Katahdin map
which you did for us for the 1941-1942 guidebook. It would be another 2-color job. However, I
want to make the map an outstanding production as far as the workmanship and appearance,
particularly the lettering, is concerned. I think I have the present map on too small a scale.
Without a pantograph its enlargement presents problems. We have issued two new maps, which
comprise parts of the big map. The new maps constitute corrections and it would be something
of a task to transfer the large scale data to the small map. You can appreciate the situation by
comparing the two.
I am sending you a Katahdin Reprint and extra copies of the small maps. This is sort of long
range planning but I thought I would mention it to you at this time. I get to New York about once
a month and we could talk the thing over on one of my visits. I still have the original tracings.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
It was with very genuine pleasure that I opened your package to me. You will not know how I
value the unsolicited autograph. I think I have copies of everything which you have written and I
have often been tempted to bring them and ask for your inscription. I have resisted this and
cherished your letters and other tokens of personal and long-continued contact. Now, the
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inscribed volume stands on my shelf beside the one which I acquired at the outset of its
publication.
You may be interested to know that I placed one of my two copies in the hands of Lieutenant
Dyer, who is returning to Katahdin to act as custodian.
There is little to say except that I am still in Service and will probably continue so for a while
longer.
We are planning a work trip to the Trail in Maine between Monson and Katahdin, which I hope
will give me an opportunity to call on you this summer.
March 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have Just returned from a trip to New England and find your letter of March 10th. I have read
this with much interest.
I certainly appreciate your list of mileages on the Trout Brook Tote-road. It gives a very clear
picture of the situation. There is one thing that I hope you will find an opportunity to tell me and
that is the nature of the Eastern operations which you spoke of as on Webster Lake. From your
sketch, I judge that the road goes on to Telos Dam. If so, it would afford an unusual opportunity
to roach a very interesting section. I am going to put your data in an abbreviated form in the 1946
Supplement to the Maine Guide, which has now gone to press.
I don't know whether you have heard any word about it, but the Appalachian Mountain Club has
scheduled its annual August Camp for Katahdin. I should have found out where they intend to
base. This type of camp is, as you may know, a very large affair and for a great many years
George Learned of Andover and some of his associates have done the cooking, etc. The Camp
usually has from seventy to eighty odd people and is a considerable regiment. I only hope that
these people will have the consideration not to insist on camping at Chimney Pond. Making
room for tents, the fuel requirements and sanitation would be a tremendous tax on the area with
the ordinary crowd to be cared for. Probably you will have this task to consider. Gower is
leading a trip to Colorado from August 15th to Labor Day and this Katahdin trip is under the
management of the usual August Camp Committee.
I saw Dr. Rogers a little while ago and he told me that Scribner had a number of corrections for
the Traveler Map. Dr. Rogers also thought that the trail to the Upper Fowler Pond came up
Billfish Brook and cut across the sag. Do you know anything about this?
I am glad to have the corrections around South Branch Ponds. This map was more or less a trial
issue.
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I expect to be in Maine on March 28th and show the Katahdin Kodachrome slides at Lewiston
before the Bates College Outing Club that night. The arrangements are being made through
Professor Sawyer of the College.
I have to check the record on the Katahdin Register situation and will get one into your hands.
As far as McDonald's campsite is concerned, is there not at least a clearing there where one could
pitch a tent, even if the old lean-to is gone? By the other campsite, we had intended to cover the
clearing or area where the A.M.C. was in 1944 and where there would be quite an extensive
opening.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy J.S.}
March 16, 1946. Jean Stephenson to Mrs. E. L. York, Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mrs. York:
I certainly enjoyed your letter of March 13th, giving the latest news from Katahdin and our
friends at Daicey Pond. 1 hope, too, that Junior can soon return, for I know you will be needing
him this summer. My nephew is also in Germany but he was drafted only in September or
Octoher 1944, reached France in January 1945 and has been in Germany since a month later.
Therefore he will not have points enough to come home until this Fall, if then.
I am glad the map arrived safely. I had worried a little about it, for I realized later that it was
glass, and maybe we had not packed it well enough for it to go through without being broken.
I’m glad it did.
Myron is beginning to make plans for the trip this sumnmer. We do not know the exact itinerary
yet, for much will depend on which camps are open, also on how big the party is. But we have
decided on one thing. All will get together at Daicey Pond for the last five days. Myron
suggested I mention this to you now, so you could count on it and maybe steer some of your
people to other times. We would avoid the Labor Day week-end, and come in about September
3rd or 4th for five days stay. The trip ends on Monday, Sept. 9, which should see us back in
Washington that evening. We will probably have a large party this time, twenty or more. As soon
as details are worked out, some of us will write you again.
Needless to say, we are looking forward to being with you.
March 18 [? Undated, 1946. No heading] [Probably for PATC Bulletin]
With the terminaton of hostilities, the scheduled Appalachian Trail trips to Maine, which have
almost become a feature of residing in Washington, can he resumed with full conscience.
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During the war years, small groups labored to prevent the complete closing of the Trail by
devoting their efforts to sections where the problems were most acute. The benefits from this
policy are now apparent and the labor during the war years has greatly lightened the burdens
remaining.
This is the 11th anniversary of Maine Appalachian Trail trips. Appropriately, it will include the
area where the awards are in the superlative, that is, in the eastern portion of the Trail, from the
Piscataquis River to Katahdin. Since there is more time for recreation, this trip will be more
prolonged and leisurely than those in previous years. The culmination will be several days at the
foot of Katahdin, at Daicey Pond, with its matchless views.
While primarily scheduled as a work trip, it is in the main an opportunity to become reacquainted
with once familiar scenes. The exact itinerary will depend upon the "sporting camp" situation.
The prospect of one or two camps not being in operation may necessitate by-passing of some
sections. However, the traveler may be assured of such outstanding sections as the BarrenChairback Range, the Joe Mary Lakes, Daicey Pond and Katahdin.
The termini for automobile and train travel are Monson and Millinocket, respectively. As usual
the trip will be scheduled in late August and early September, when the coolness and absence of
black flies make for such pleasurable travel. It will officially begin on Friday, August 23rd, and
terminate on Monday, September 9th.
In order to cover the area, the plan has been developed to organize the party in two groups, each
of which will cover a specified territory, and meet for a rendezvous of five days at Katahdin.
This will have the advantage of permitting more comfortable accommodations.
A detailed mimeographed announcement of itinerary and costs will appear early in June.
Roughly, one may estimate $100 plus transportation.
This outline will be sufficient to enable those who are giving thought as to their summer program
to know that they may turn to Maine for a vacation of superb calibre.
March 20, 1946. Osborne O. Heard, Baltimore, Maryland, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Re: M.A.T.C. – S.O.S. of 3-18-46.
Your proposition appeals to my sense of fitness but since I am reputed to be the damndest loafer
this side of the Continental Divide it doesn’t make sense. I would much prefer climbing Gannett
Peak, Wyoming with you. I’ve always wanted to get back in that country and you would enjoy a
pack trip. Why not? Furthermore it would be an additional excuse to loaf.
Before accepting proposition I’ll have to see the financial statement of M.A.T.C. for 1945-46.
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March 20, 1946. John Worthington, 112 Pinckney St., Boston, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Captain Avery:
I am much obliged to you for the report (Maine Geological Survey Bulletin 2) by Ralph L. Miller
on the geology of K.I. which I have just received. The report deals with the underlying pyrrholite
which has a heavy sulfur content—the operations of the 19th century were of the surface
limonite—bog iron—comparatively free of sulfur—these limonite deposits appear to have been
pretty much exhausted while the earlier operations were for iron, treating sulfur as an impurity.
The prospecting in the 1930’s was, I think, for sulfur.
I don’t think my historical sketch of K.I. would have been of any assistance to the author, but I
am a little surprised that he does not refer to the 1863 report of Dr. Charles T. Jackson, himself,
at one time, the State Geologist.
March 21, 1946. Fannie H. Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron:
I have just done up for you the 2d ed. Hubbard's Guide and the John M. Way, Jr., Guide to
Moosehead Lake.
You will find the first and second editions are just alike, except in price, made possible by paper
covers, half as many and cheaper illustrations, omission of Map in second. I have the maps, but
you can get them in Library of Congress which, so Mr. Hubbard told, me, has one of the only
two complete sets, his own being the other. Mine was third.
I consider the John M. Way book one of my more valuable books on Maine. And rare. I have
never seen a copy offered for sale.
I must have been very small at the time but I remember Mr. Way, --quite a young man-- coming
to my father for information. One mistake, now in all maps and books, was made by him. To the
right of the head of Caucomgomoc Lake he gives Poland Pond. That is pure blunder. The old
name was Island Pond. I have just been going over —and copying— the original letters of
father’s hunting partner, in 1859, Rufus B. Philbrook, and he repeatedly writes Island Pond. It is
probably too late to correct it now, but it should be noted somewhere. Those old letters are a
delight. I have enjoyed them--hunter all over.
The Katahdin photographs I will hold till yours get here perhaps, but even if it makes a little
delay I think for convenience in mailing I will send both books-and photographs at the same time
though in separate packages.
I have not time today to write Miss Stephenson, but will you tell her that the name of the Bangor
man who made the Katahdin pictures is STODDER, not Stoddar. She may find herself out on a
limb if she hunts genealogical records under the latter name. They were very wealthy people of
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rather simple tastes and dispensed their very large fortunes in local philanthropy when they died
without heirs.
Like yourself I am dry of ideas just now, so will close with good wishes. Do not be surprised if
the parcels are several days late in arriving as I may not send them this week.
{Copy Miss Stephenson, Katahdin, Maine File, Way Guides, Hubbard (4)}
March 22, 1946. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron—
Just a line to say we are all set for the Kodachromes in Chase Hall, March 28—8 P.M. There is a
college play that night, but it will not seriously interfere. Your signal apparatus arrived O.K. I
have procured a good projector with a 300 W bulb and a large screen, glass-beaded, and
someone to run the slides. I have, or will, notify every one interested; will get Stan Attwood to
use the local papers for publicity.
March 22, 1946. P. Schuyler Miller, Vice President, Adirondack Mountain Club, Bouquet
River Lodge Chapter, Schenectady, N.Y., to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
Gentlemen:
Will it be possible for the Bouquet Chapter to use your series of slides on the Katahdin region for
a meeting here on April 16?
As you may remember, we tried last year to get these slides but failed through some mixup of
committees. I tried again in February, for an early March meeting, but had an old address so that
my letter was returned. I hope this attempt will bring, better results.
As I have not seen the former correspondence on your slides, I don't know whether there is any
accompanying descriptive information. One of our members knows Katahdin rather well, so that
he could provide a running commentary without aids, if necessary, but identification might help.
If the Katahdin slides are not available now, perhaps one of your other series might be. We need
something of the sort to give us a send-off for the summer hiking and climbing season. Since I
don't have the earlier information which you no doubt sent our secretary last year, I would
appreciate a new list of whatever films and slides are available.
There is also a possibility of moving the date of the meeting, if we find soon that the Katahdin
series or one of the others would be available a little earlier or later in April. We do, of course,
need time to get out a bulletin to members.
I will appreciate anything you can do for us now.
March 23, 1946. Jean Stephenson to P. Schuyler Miller.
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Dear Mr. Miller:
I have your letter of March 22, received by special delivery, with respect to the Katahdin slides.
It is too had you had an old address, so that your earlier letter did not reach us and was ultimately
returned to you. You seem to have difficulty in getting these slides, for last year, the letter from
your organization was addressed to the Slides Chairman personally, and as she had married and
moved West, it was forwarded on to her and did not reach us in time for you to get the slides.
The Katahdin collection consists of 160 slides, which are numbered and titled. Accompanying
these slides is a "lecture" consisting of running comments on the slides. They are arranged in a
definite sequence. First are characteristic long range views from each direction; then views as
one approaches Katahdin traveling north on the Appalachian Trail; then views from other
approaches and views of specific localities. Altogether it is a most interesting group of pictures
and one that is most popular. I am sure your people will enjoy them, if arrangements can be
made to get them to Schenectady.
That is going to be the difficulty. There are booked for a meeting of the Woodland Trail Walkers
In New York on April 13, in the evening. Your meeting in on April 16th. While the slides are in a
packing container that needs only strapping, they have to be sent by express. Do you think that if
they are sent on to you immediately, they would get there In time? I am sending a copy of this
letter to Miss Blanche B. Graf, 137-04 Peck Avenue, Flushing, New York, who is the Chairman
of the Committee for the meeting of The Woodland Trail Walkers. I suggest that if you want to
try to use the slides, you get in touch with her direct, and see if she will be able to get them off to
you. The "lecture" goes in the box, so the whole them [sic] could be shipped together. There is a
small exhibit board, some 2 feet by 3 feet, which usually accompanies the slide collection,
showing the maps and literature available on the mountain. That goes by parcel post.
1 an afraid that the tine would be very short between Saturday night, April 13, when The
Woodland Trail Walkers will be using them and Tuesday, April 16th, when you want them.
Express from and to Washington takes a long time, but possibly it is faster between Schenectady
and New York. However, that is for you to decide.
I notice that the date of the meeting is not absolutely fixed. If you could postpone it a week, it
would make it much better all around. Then Miss Graf could get the slides and the exhibit board
off to you on Monday, April 15th and there would be ample time for them to reach you.
I will, however, leave it to you to make the decision as to whether you will try for these Katahdin
slides, and arrange with date, and get in touch with Miss Graf and have her send them to you. I
would appreciate, though, knowing what you decide to do with respect to them, and if you
postpone your meeting, the date on which they will be shown. Please return them as soon after
the meeting as possible, as they are booked for early May.
It is unfortunate that your earlier letter miscarried so that for the second year your Chapter should
have this difficulty in their effort to see these slides. However, if you think you can arrange
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things so you can use them, I am sure Miss Graf will be glad to cooperate in every way. I am
sending her a copy of this letter so she will be informed as to the situation.
In addition to the Katahdin slides, there is a similar set of 150 slides on The Appalachian Trail as
a whole. It takes an hour to show. It, too, has an accompanying written comment, numbered to
agree with the slides, which forms an interesting “lecture”. The organization showing the slides
pays the transportation cost both ways but otherwise there is no cost involved. There is also a
motion picture reel of Trail Technique, prepared and owned by the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club which Is available for showing; there is a charge of $3.00 for that, however, as well as the
carriage costs.
I hope you can arrange matters so that you can get the Katahdin slides on a date when you can
show them. Do let me know what you finally decide.
March 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Pvt. Earl W. York, Jr., 31402543, Co. L, 302nd Inf. Regt.
A.P.O. 94, c/o Postmaster, New York, New York.
Dear Junior:
I have delayed writing you, hoping that I might have some news. I had to go to Maine about two
weeks ago and while in Bangor saw Harry Ross, who owns the section around Avalanche Brook,
as you know. Baxter is still negotiating with Ross, hoping to buy his land but they are quite a few
thousand dollars apart and probably will be for some time.
About a month ago Hal Dyer stopped over night on his way north. He was out of the Army and
with his wife and baby boy was heading for Sherman. He wrote me later that he had made
satisfactory arrangements with the Park authorities and was returning to work. He said that they
would be pretty cramped for funds until next July but apparently had some method of getting
money after that time. Dyer was heading for Lobster Lake where the Eastern is cutting. You can
go by car on the road from Matagamon Lake to Black Brook Farm, about seven miles, and then
take a winter road to Talow. That would make a great trip and an easy way to get into that East
Branch country.
The Appalachian Mountain Club has scheduled its August Camp for Katahdin. I don't know
where they plan to go. You know how they run those August Camps, something like our Trail
Conference session in 1939. The party tents out and George Learned from Andover and several
assistants do the cooking. If that crowd moves into Chimney Pond, they will certainly wreck the
region.
We are planning on our Maine trip this year coming north from Blanchard. We intend to spend
about five days at a place called Daicey Pond. We have written the proprietor. Our expectation is
to be there during the week after Labor Day. I wonder if you have ever heard of the place. The
food isn't so bad and occasionally the view is worth looking at.
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We have been checking on the situation with respect to Clifford's Camps but so far the bank at
Millinocket has not disposed of them. We were certainly sorry to see the Potter's pass out of the
picture.
We occasionally hear from your mother, who is certainly looking forward to your return. I
expect to be in Maine next week and will see the Forest Commissioner. If I pick up any news of
interest, I will send it on to you. We are making great progress in getting our Katahdin
photographs together. We had printed those pictures taken in 1874 and now we have had donated
all of the slides and very remarkable pictures which Dawson of Lynn took in 1916 when the
Appalachian Mountain Club went to Great Basin around the north end of Katahdin Lake and by
Sandy Stream Pond.
There is not such else to say. I am still in service and have no indication of my time of release. I
hope that things are going well with you and we will look forward to hearing of your impressions
of Germany and Czecho-Slovakia in September at Daicey Pond.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out daring his absence.
March 23, 1946. Myron Avery to William Hoeferlin, Brooklyn, New York.
Dear Hoeferlin;
I am glad to have your note of March 20th and know that you would still be available for work
on the Katahdin map.
I would like to make this job the best product of all. It is going to involve extensive alterations,
as you will see when you fit the maps 3A and 3B into their proper places on the Katahdin map.
Fitting those in is a job which really calls for a pianograph.
I have been thinking about ways and means and it occurred to me that, as soon as I see some
leisure, perhaps the best arrangement might be to have you come down here for two or three days.
We would, of course, take care of the problem of transportation and accommodations which are
still scarce in Washington. We could wind up the matter by giving you an opportunity to see
some of the Central Appalachian country.
At the present moment I am looking into the question of the whereabouts of the old tracings. I
have checked on the tracings and find that, instead of film, the Katahdin map is a glass negative.
I judge that you would not have done any work on negative correction with the idea that this
might be the simplest way of producing a new print. As I recall, the tracing was on celluloid. My
idea would be to correct the present map and then to make a complete new drawing.
For the moment the question would be whether you feel that you could start correcting the
tracing by putting in the data on the maps 3A and 3B in place of the existing material. I do not
anticipate the final product for a year or so but I would like to have blueprints of a revised nap
which can be used for corrections.
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Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
March 23, 1946. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron Avery:
My two parcels and a letter were mailed to you today, but having been done up yesterday I could
not acknowledge the Stodder photographs which came this morning.
I am very much pleased with them—quite delighted with them. To me the pictures of bircb
canoes and bateaus in the water are especially interesting, while the river is as I knew it.
The trouble taken to add the information about dates, places and conditions is most valuable, as it
works in with other notes, and an undated note is often of little use. Merci, many times.
Not much to write today. I have packed a quite carton of old Forest and Streams for Ralph
Palmer and have gone over many clippings, and to my delight have found my brother’s file of
the longer articles my father wrote for Forest and Stream. I had only a part of the "Woods walk
in 1861" and on going over it again I am impressed with what he did in making it. He was sick in
bed, having a long, hard illness; and he had no journal of that trip at all. He had to go over it
mentally and dictate to me the whole three-issue article, and then I had to type it for him. I doubt
if he ever saw a proof of it. Yet it comes out perfectly clear and accurate. I feel that I know, for I
have just typed about forty old woods letters from his partner in the woods, the Rufus Philbrook
he was with in 1859; and the two agree perfectly so far as I can see. Yet it was forty-two years
buried without notes, and he was weak and ill when he composed the story.
I am not going to pass on your photographs to Ralph Palmer. I want to keep them myself!
I enclose the list of numbers and names of the lot I am sending you. Both parcels are insured for
the minimum.
PHOTOGRAPHS
2539

Katahdin from the road at Avalanche Brook. Oct. 17, 1945.

2524c Eunice (Mrs. Ralph) Palmer getting water from inlet to Sunday Pond, Katahdin. October
15, 1945.
2531a On Chimney Pond Trail, Mt. Katahdin, looking in toward Great Basin. Oct. 17, 1945.
2529c View of Great Basin, Katahdin, from upper end of Saddle Trail (at edge of Tableland).
Oct. 16, 1945.
2540c Katahdin by moonlight. From below Windey Pitch. The streaks in the sky are the paths of
stars during time exposure. October 17, 1945.
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2542a Katahdin from below Windey Pitch. Oct. 18, 1945.
2542c

“

“

“

2523a Shelters at Chimney Pond, Katahdin. Oct. 15, 1945.
2538b Telephoto of the Traveler, from below Basin Ponds, on Chimney Pond-trail up Katahdin.
Oct. 17, 1945.
2537a, b, c, 2538a
parts of panorama (these pictures match end to end) from below Basin
Ponds, showing a shoulder of Katahdin, the Traveler, Turner Mt., Katahdin Lake, etc.
Oct. 17, 1945.
March 23, 1946
MEMORANDUM TO MISS MARION PARK, TREASURER OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Please send to Vice-Chairman Osborne 0. Heard a financial statement of the MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB and the WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND. Thank
you.
Myron H. Avery
STATEMENT OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Cash on hand as of March 23, 1946

$248.40

STATEMENT OF THE WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
Amount of Cash on hand as of March 23, 1946 (to be applied to
Trail work in Maine)
$1,273.11
March 25, 1946. Marion Park to C. S. McCarty, Commercial Printing Department,
Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am returning herewith the proof of the 1946 Supplement to Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine which has been corrected.
Will you send as soon as possible another proof of the whole Supplement after the material
which I sent you recently has been included? I will immediately check it and return it at once.
We are very anxious to have this Supplement by the first of April.
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When the final proof is returned, may I ask that you count out 300 copies of the Supplement and
mail them directly to Mr. Guy P. Butler, Director, Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine, and
send the balance to me at 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. By mailing the 300
copies direct to Mr. Butler, it will enable us to take care of our commitment with him.
P.S. Please send the proof to me at 1228 Eye Street, N.W.
March 25, 1946. Myron Avery to Mrs. Julia S. Dawson, East Lynn, Massachusetts.
Dear Mrs. Dawson:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of March 14, 1946. We
are delighted to know that our suggestion for the perpetuation of Mr. Dawson's photographic
work at Katahdin appeals to you. We feel, as you do, that there could be no finer memorial. We
are, accordingly, taking steps to place the collection in shape for proper inscriptions, labels and
to do all the necessary things which will make it self-explanatory and insure its preservation in a
manner which would be satisfactory. The State Library has expressed considerable interest in the
project. The matter of the preparation of the material will require some little time and, as yet, the
aftermath of the War has left little available time. We would hope, however, to conclude the
matter within the next three months.
We have made a particular note of the items which you wish returned. We can care for them all
very easily, even if it necessitates making negatives of some of the prints where the negatives
may not be in existence.
We will report to you from time to time of the progress we are making and see to it that you have
final word of the receipt of the collection in the Maine State Library. We are arranging to
publicize the project.
We thought that it would be desirable to make copies of the article that Mr. Dawson had
prepared particularly for the National Geographic to accompany this collection.
CC to Miss Stephenson
March 26, 1946. Myron Avery to Mrs. Fanny Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer,
Maine.
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I have received your letter of March 2lst. It happens that I am making an emergency trip of a day
in Maine. I will be passing through Bangor at night or otherwise I would be ringing your bell.
You cannot realize how pleased I am to have the second edition of the Hubbard Guide and
particularly the John Way Guide. I have a map but had never seen the Way Guide until you
showed it to me. I also remember your telling me about his visit to your father. Way, I think,
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really started the series of Guides with Hubbard, Steele and Farrar. There is a very interesting
account of Way’s getting lost in one of the Steele Guides. I was reading it only last night.
I never was able to get the first or second edition of the Hubbard Guide. I have the third and
fourth and the fourth with the appendix. You can see how you fill in my series.
I was most interested in what the Bangor Librarian said as to Stodder. I did not appreciate the
background. Mr. Smith, who worked with me on the Katahdin Bibliography, saw Mrs. Stodder
in about 1925 but she knew nothing of his Katahdin activities. It is curious how Church and
Stodder came together.
The word "Poland” seems to have been well perpetuated. I have often wondered where the term
"Avery Pond” came from, as I have not known that any of my forebears were lumbermen.
I shall deliver your message to Miss Stephenson.
My personal situation remains unchanged for the present.
Again thanking you not only for the priceless and irreplaceable volumes but for your letter,
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
CC to Miss Stephenson Katahdin File
March 29, 1946. LEWISTON SUN. Avery Lectures on Mt. Katahdin Area.
Capt. Myron H. Avery, USNR, of Lubec, chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference,
lectured at Chase Hall, Thursday evening, on Mt. Katahdin and the surrounding territory. His
lecture, under auspices of the Bates Outing club, was illustrated with series of Kodachrome
slides augmented by some in black and white reproducing historic photographs and paintings of
the mountain and scenes connected with the early history of mountaineering in that section of
Maine.
Capt. Avery, now attached to the U. S. Maritime Commission, was introduced by Miss Ruth A.
Stillman of Wareham, Mass., of the class of 1946, president of the Bates Outing Club. The
audience numbered more than 100, including several from the Maine Alpine club of Lewiston
and Auburn, and a large delegation from St. Peter’s troop of Boy Scouts.
The great number of spectacular views of Katahdin and other peaks in the Katahdin range proved
a treat to these who had visited the area, and a revelation to those who were getting their first
insight into its wonders. Capt. Avery, who has written many articles on Katahdin, covered his
subject in detail, showing a familiarity with the region possessed by few.
He first showed scenes of Mt. Katahdin itself taken from the four points of the compass, then of
the various approaches to the mountain such as the Appalachian or Hunt Trail, the old Abol Slide
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trail, Saddle Trail from Basin Ponds and Chimney Pond, the trail up Hamlin Ridge, that to
Pamola, Chimney Peak and across the Knife Edge, and finally the approach from the North.
There were many fine views on the mountain itself. Pictures taken both in Summer and Winter
were shown. In addition to Katahdin, some of the peaks pictured included The Owl, Barren, OJI,
Doubletop, Coe, North and South Brother, Turner, Sentinel, Mullen, and The Traveler. Several
shots in the Klondike and Witherle Ravine areas also were exhibited.
The collection of slides, owned by the Appalachian Trail Conference of Washington, D. C., is
constantly being augmented and is now recognized as the largest set of pictures of any mountain
in North America.
March 31, 1946. Rheta H. Morrison to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Captain,
Here, at long last, is the last Traveler map. It is so small that it took only a few hours to do and I
didn’t have to stay home today as I had promised. However, I’ll still not have it in the mail
tomorrow, for I forgot to bring my ruling pen home Friday.
Yes, I certainly miss the fine group and spirit of cooperation which exists in the P.A.T.C.
Lacking the necessity of maintaining trails here in the west, the clubs in our mountains haven’t
the incentive of working together.
Thank you, very much, for sending me the copies of the maps. I still count it a privilege to have
worked on them.
With a new job in private business I’ll get only a week’s vacation at the most so—I guess no
Maine trip this year. Some day, thought, I really do hope to get there.
I’ll be anxiously waiting to see the Traveler in print and to read the descriptions which go with
the maps.
April 1, 1946.

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE

For convenience la dealing with inquiries relating to the condition of The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, the following statement has been prepared for the State of Maine Publicity Bureau by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Like many activities, The Appalachian Trail in Maine, for 266 miles from Katahdin to the
Maine-New Hampshire Line, was materially affected by the War. The suspension of activities
and the non-availability of personnel who were engaged in War work, together with the change
in the curriculum of Bates College, has resulted in a situation where maintenance work on some
sections of the Trail in Maine could not be continued. The Trail is, at this time, below the
standard of excellence maintained in the prewar years. There were, however, trips scheduled,
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subject to war conditions, for Trail work conducted by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. These
trips standardized certain sections of the Trail. As fast as the personnel situation and liquidation
of war activities permit, The Appalachian Trail in Maine is being restored to its pre-war situation.
Detailed conditions as to the route in Maine are set forth in the attached 1946 Supplement to
Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The section from Yoke Ponds to Katahdin, which
was standardized in 1944 and will be worked over again in September, 1946, is particularly
recommended. Also recommended is the section from Moxie Pond to Dead River Village.
While certain areas are closed and sections in Western Maine are not recommended for travel, by
adherence to the suggestions outlined in the Supplement, very satisfactory trips can be effected.
There have been considerable changes in the situation as to accommodations along the route of
The Appalachian Trail. These are reflected in the revised pages 19-22 of the Guide, which may
be had by sending an addressed stamped envelope to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
No traveler should undertake a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine without the benefit of
the 556-page Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. A descriptive prospectus may be
obtained by application to the State of Maine Publicity Bureau.
Visitors to Katahdin may obtain as a separate booklet the Katahdin Reprint from the Guide (146
pages), together with two new maps issued in 1946. These are No. 3A - Lower Nesowadnehunk
Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions, and No. 3B - The Traveler.
The publication of The Appalachian Trail Conference, Appalachian Trailway News (subscription
$1.00) reflects current developments along The Appalachian Trail route and will serve to keep
those interested in the Trail fully advised as to the situation.
As a convenience for Maine travelers, the Publicity Bureau has for sale copies of Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, the transparent map case and the Katahdin Reprint.
April 1, 1946. Junior York, Bad Aibling, Germany, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:It’s time I wrote a letter to you. I’ve been pretty careless on correspondence lately.
Mail service here has been poor and we’ve been moving a lot.
We’ve made on of our final moves now.
March 26th my buddy and I were transferred to the 778 Anti-Aircraft Act. Bn. Which is in an
assembly area prior to re-deployment. We are almost completely processed and expect to sail for
America about April 18th.
It doesn’t seem possible that I’m close to going home. Home seems like a dream and to be
getting there in the Spring. The nicest time of year.
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Will you get to Katahdin this year? I hope so. I’ll be around to show you the country.
Well, Myron, this letter is short I know but, it does show that my conscience is working.
Nearly time to pull guard again so I’ll close.
See you in Maine.
My best to your family and say Hello to everyone I know.
April 1, 1946. Hal Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The winter road I sketched in for you doesn’t go clear through to Wester Lake or Telos Lake, but
it ends not far from there at a jobber’s camps. This operator’s name is Pelkey. The camp should
not be confused with the permanent Depot Camps of the Eastern Mfg. Co. located at the head of
Second Lake. It was a single winter’s operation, and now they are in the process of moving
equipment back to the camps at Trout Brook, North branch for next winter’s work.
The A.M.C. August Camp will be set up somewhere around Roaring Brook, although no definite
decision has been made as yet.
The trail to the Upper Fowles Pond may at one time have been up Billfish Brook, however in
1941 I couldn’t locate it. It offers the shortest route, particularly to the Middle Pond. I used to
travel across to South Branch Ponds that way before the road was extended.
The A.M.C. Katahdin Guide of 1945 describes the trail I located on the maps if you refer to page
53.
McDonald’s campsite on the Upper South Branch Pond doesn’t exist. There is no leanto. Where
the old camping area was located there is now a criss-cross of fallen timber, mostly beaver work.
The whole slope there is quite wet and generally unsatisfactory for a campsite. No trail now
comes anywhere close to the spot, and to reach it, one has to flounder through a network of
beaver holes. The A.M.C. 1944 campsite is in a hardwood growth beside a brook. It is a typical
Maine Guide’s camp. There is little opening to indicate a campsite, only neatly arranged kitchen
tables, etc. There are dozens of these Guide setups about the park; and if each is listed as a
campsite, people get the idea it is a spot anyone can camp.
The policy should be to list only the campsites maintained by the Park. I am also convinced after
inspecting the Park’s camps that only those buildings that are occupied during the tourist season
should be shown on maps of the Park Area. Local residents operate on the theory that these state
camps are for their convenience and do not hesitate to chop out a door or a window. This group
takes advantage of a camp indicated on maps. They never read the Guide book, whereas the
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honest hiker generally travels with the Guide and won’t molest state camps or any public or
private buildings to any extent.
I believe considerable camp damage can be prevented if only the Katahdin Str., Chimney Pond,
and Russell Pond State Camps are shown on maps. Guide books of the area can indicate all
camps as they now do.
Along the same theme, such areas as New City Campground and Old City Campground should
be indicated on maps merely as New City and Old City.
I have exhausted my supply of maps of The Traveler and would appreciate a couple of copies so
that I can jot down further corrections, if I run into any.
April 3, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I am writing you a rather peculiar note. You remember we were talking about Mrs. Eckstorm's
latest book. I had acquired one copy when, very much to my surprise, I found an autographed
copy from her in the mail. The edition is limited and Mrs. Eckstorm has taken over the balance
from the printer. This is her final work and I had thought that, by reason of the Maine folk-lore, it
would be of interest to you. Unfortunately, the copy has my book plate in the left- hand corner. I
have tried to disguise this. My conscience dictates that I ought not to lock up two copies of this
volume and I am wondering if it can find a resting place in the Sawyer library. Don't take me to
task for sending on a marked book. I do want to leave the volume somewhere in the State with
someone who would value it.
I had a most satisfactory talk with Rendall and I am to write him a formal letter offering to make
available money for trail work on Mt. Bigelow and Moxie Bald. He will then take the matter up
officially to see whether he can obtain authorization to accept the money. This arrangement has
distinct possibilities and Rendall was interested in it on the score of being able to offer
employment to veterans. I will send you copies of the letters as soon as I can get to this job. This
would be supplementary to and not in lieu of the plans which we discussed.
My visit to Eastern Maine was uneventful. Please tell Mrs. Sawyer how much I enjoyed my visit
with you.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
I am sorry that my stay in Lewiston was so brief that we did not have time to talk. I left the next
morning for Augusta to take up matters with the Forest Commissioner and I am hoping the end
result will be some progress in Trail maintenance.
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The thing that I most wanted to ask you was what you thought would be the prospects for
Baldpate this year and how the book project was developing. Perhaps you can drop me a note to
make up for not having had a chance to discuss these matters with you.
Mr. Whitney gave me quite a number of slides, some of which include excellent Kodachromes of
western Maine and are a real addition to our collection.
I wish I could have done a better job with the Katahdin lecture but I am afraid that the drive and
pressure of the last four years has taken its toll and it is hard to rally to occasions.
If you plan to get into Grafton Notch let me know, for we have signs to put up on the Old Speck
side.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 5, 1946. Marion Park to C. S. McCarty, Commercial Printing Department,
Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
If you have not already run off our 1946 Supplement and it is not too late, will you please make a
correction for us which has just come to our attention? It is on page 4 of the proof. Line 14 from
the bottom where it says “? Eastern Corp. Depot Camp at Telos Dam", will you please change it
to “? Pelkey's 1945 Camps"?
If the Supplements have already been printed, it is too bad but I am afraid the error will have to
stand.
April 5, 1946. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
When I was in Augusta, I spoke of the one-page statement which we had prepared for Mr. Butler
of the Maine Publicity Bureau, so that he could furnish information as to the status of the Trail in
Maine without having to deal with each inquiry by special letter. To this mimeographed onepage statement there was to be attached the usual annual Supplement to the Maine Guide which
is now in the process of being printed.
I have sent you under separate cover some twenty-five of these mimeographed one-page
statements. As soon as the Supplement is available, we will send you these. Your office staff
would have to staple the two together.
You can let us know if you require any more of these or if it could be altered in any way to better
serve your purposes.
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Our publicity chairman of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has under way a program for
preparing a small exhibit of approximately two feet by two feet for the Katahdin literature and
the Maine Guide. These are to be placed with the Publicity Bureaus and as they are very useful
for answering inquiries and calling attention to the existence of literature, you any find them a
worthwhile contribution to your office.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
CC to Miss Stephenson - to send out 25 statements.
Miss Park - to see that Supplements go
April 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Mrs. Earl W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicy Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mrs. York:
1 am arranging with Harold Dyer, who as you know is out of the Army and has resumed his
duties in connection with Baxter State Park, to replace the note book in the cylinder on Katahdin.
It is my recollection that we sent to you a couple of these notebooks, so they would be in the area
if we found anyone to put them in the cylinder. Do you have such notebooks, and if so, how
many. I would like to get our records on this point complete, and will appreciate it if you will let
me know.
I have written Dyer and asked him to pick up this notebook from you and also the large sign
descriptive of The Appalachian Trail, destined for Chimney Pond, which I alo left at your camps.
So when he is next at the camps, will you see that they are given to him.
I wrote Junior not very long ago, sending the letter to his overseas address. It has not been
returned, but TRAILWAY NEWS, sent out nearly two months ago, was returned by the
postofice with a notation which indicated he was on his way home, or at least on his way back to
the United States. That is the latest news on this point. If he is on his way back, he will no doubt
be getting out of the Army soon. I am interested to know the situation, so when you write, let me
know what you have heard from him and when he expects to join you in Milinocket or at Daicey
Pond.
I am looking forward to seeing you both in early September. We will write further about our
plans when more details can be developed.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay sent out in his absence.
April 7, 1946. Norman D. Cann, Deputy Commissioner, to Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Incorporated, Augusta, Maine.
Gentlemen:
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Reference is made to the evidence submitted by you for use in determining your status for
Federal income tax purposes.
The evidence submitted discloses that you were incorporated under the laws of the State of
Maine on October 18, 1939, for the purpose of promoting the construction and maintenance, in
the State of Maine, of a section of the Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which
the trail route passes. It is stated in your affadivit that the mountain footpath is maintained for
public recreational use.
It is further shown that you are presently engaged in maintaining the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
and in preparing and selling guidebooks, maps, and other publications illustrative of the trail.
Tour income is derived from the sale of guidebooks and maps and from contributions and is used
to defray the cost of your publications, maintaining the trail, and the miscellaneous expenses
incidental to the distribution of your maps and guidebooks. Section 101(6) of the Internal
Revenue Code provides for the exemption of
"Corporations and any community chest, fund, or foundation, organized and operated
exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, *** no
part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or
individual, and no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or
otherwise attempting, to influence legislation:"
Section 29.101(6)-1 of Regulations 111, construing the above-quoted section of the Code,
provides that in order to be exempt under section 101(6) an organization must be organized and
operated "exclusively" for one or more of the purposes specified.
Although some of your activities are educational in character, it is the opinion of this office that
you are not organized and operated exclusively for one or more of the purposes specified in
section 101(6) of the Internal Revenue Code. It is held, therefore, that you are not entitled to
exemption from federal income tax under this provision of law.
It is the opinion of this office, however, based upon the evidence submitted, that you are entitled
to exemption under the provisions of section 101(8) of the Internal Revenue Code as an
organization not organized for profit but operated exclusively for the promotion of social welfare.
Accordingly, you will not be required to file income tax returns unless you change the character
of your organization the purposes for which you were organized, or your method of operation.
Any such changes should be reported immediately to the collector of internal revenue for your
district in order that their effect upon your exempt status may be determined.
Since any organization which is exempt from federal income tax under the provisions of section
101 of the Internal Revenue Code also is exempt from the capital stock tax pursuant to the
express provisions of section 1201(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code, you will not be required
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to file capital stock tax returns for future years so long as the exemption from income tax is
effective.
You will be required, however, to file annually, beginning with your current accounting period,
an information return on Form 990 (revised May 1944) with the collector of internal revenue for
your district so long as this exemption remains in effect. This form may be obtained from the
collector and is required to be filed on or before the fifteenth day of the fifth month following the
close of your annual accounting period.
The collector of internal revenue for your district is being advised of this action.
By direction of the Commissioner.
April 9, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Will:
The enclosed letter is self-explanatory as to my conversation with Rendall.
He was quite keen on the proposal and the question is whether he can get authorization to accept
the money. That is the only problem.
I was much interested to find out that the going wage for the Forest Service is $5.00 a day and a
man finds his subsistence. That has some bearing on our conversation.
{The “buzzer” arrived.}
April 9, 1946. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
On behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., I wish to place before you a proposal for
utilizing funds for trail construction which I believe would be very much to the advantage of the
Forest Service in its fire protection program as well as to the State generally.
Some thirteen years ago the section of the 2050 mile Appalachian Trail which lies in Maine was
opened. It extends from Mt. Katahdin to the New Hampshire line at Grafton Notch for a distance
of 266 miles. The trail route crosses several mountains where the Maine Forest Service maintains
fire towers. These are: White Cap, Boarstone [sic], Moxie Bald, Mt. Bigelow, Abraham,
Saddleback and Old Speck. The trail route is described in the 570-page Fourth edition of Guide
to The Appalachian Trail in Maine which you have.
During this period trail maintenance has been a voluntary affair under the direction of groups and
individuals associated with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., a State of Maine corporation.
In the war years, by reason of the inaccessibility of certain areas, trail maintenance materially
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lapsed. Prior to the war, the CCC, under the direction of the Forest Service, built some twentysix lean-tos along the route.
There are some sections of the trail in areas where the Forest Service maintains fire towers and
utilizes the route, where the condition is substandard and requires considerable work. I may say
that these trails were initially used by the Maine Forest Service in its system of fire protection.
By reason of its route through the Maine wilderness, The Appalachian Trail affords an
opportunity to reach inaccessible sections and has demonstrated its value as a method of fire
protection on numerous occasions. I have in mind particularly the Moody Mountain fire, referred
to in the July 1939 issue of Appalachian Trailway News, and the fire on Mt. Bigelow where the
trail afforded access to the area.
Mt. Bigelow is one of the outstanding sections of The Appalachian Trail which covers some 22
miles of the mountain range. Due to lumbering and lack of maintenance, this much publicized
area has become very much overgrown and difficult to follow. The attractions of Mt. Bigelow
and its advantages to the State are outlined in the reprint of an article from Appalachia, herewith
enclosed. Apart from the non-availability of this trail route on the mountain for use in forest fire
protection, it is unfortunate that this much publicized area should have deteriorated to the extent
that it is difficult to traverse.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has certain funds for trail maintenance which it would like to
make available to the Forest Service for work on portions of The Appalachian Trail which tie in
with the Forest Service fire protection system. This applies to Mt. Bigelow, Moxie Bald and
White Cap if manned. To that end I am making the following specific proposal:
1. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club would provide the amount of $180 which would
permit, at your standard rate of $5.00 a day, work for two men for a period of three weeks.
2. The work on Mt. Bigelow, as indicated by the attached map, would extend from Maine
Highway 16 to Bigelow Village.
3. The trail would be cleared to a width of five feet; down logs would be cut out and
particular care would be exercised to cut out hardwood bushes and summer growth; the Trail
Conference would furnish long-handled pruning shears and weeders, which are the most
effective tools for this work.
4. The lumbering and the hurricane damage on Mt. Bigelow make it particularly desirable
that these routes should be thoroughly re-opened.
5. The work would be subject to inspection and approval by your representatives.
6. For Moxie Bald there would be made available the amount of $30 which would cover
the labor of one individual for a week. By reason of the extensive fire on Moxie Bald, it is
particularly desirable that the trail be thoroughly cleared.
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We have noted that where watchmen maintain trails, they are wide, well-cleared and maintained;
this is the type of work which we would like to have on The Appalachian Trail.
We are prepared to forward to you the sums involved for your disbursing as soon as you advise
that the arrangement is one which can be put into execution.
This proposal would afford a small opportunity for work for veterans, a matter in which I
understand there is considerable State interest. This year’s proposal is experimental and if it
develops, to mutual satisfaction, we would expect to continue it as a regular arrangement.
As far as Moxie Bald and White Cap are concerned, and Saddleback, this work, which, of course,
should be done early in the year in order to have its benefit available during that season, would
lengthen the period of employment of the wardens.
You will note from the map that Mt. Bigelow is an area which is very readily accessible from
roads and could be worked to maximum advantage. If the work there is completed prior to the
allotted three weeks, the remaining time could be spent to best advantage from the highway at
Orbeton Stream working west toward Saddleback and east toward Mt. Abraham--an area readily
accessible for work.
Primary emphasis should be devoted to getting rid of the hardwood growth. What is needed is
not ax work but a swamping job.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Heard
April 9, 1946. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Re Baldpate: I have hopes, but nothing definite.
I plan to hold our first Maine Alpine Club meeting late this month or early May. If there is
enough enthusiasm, we will start work. We certainly can attend to the Old Speck signs and we
need a new one for the Baldpate trail at Grafton Notch. We should be able to provide our own.
The other lasted well. It was pushed over by snowplows a couple of times but wasn’t abused by
the public (which took those at The Jail, Mother Walker’s Falls,etc).
Tour lecture was O. K. Rather difficult to talk at such length on so limited an area, I imagine, but
the only way to do it was to do it thoroughly. So you need not apologize. And the slides were
very good, I enjoyed the Winter scenes especially.
As for the book! The printer reneged on his contract and also on a guarantee of a production of
so many pages per week. So I took the manuscript this week and will have to start over. This was
quite a blow--losing more than a year--but maybe I can get it going again. I am told I have no
way of compelling him to perform his contract but, in the event I do get it published and the cost
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exceeds what it would have been under the contract, I have grounds for action against him for the
difference.
The thing that makes me really sore is that the book has a lot of vital information and it ought to
be out where people can use it. Thanks for your inquiry.
Will keep you posted on the MAC activities.
April 10, 1946. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thank you for sending me the material on the Appalachian Trail. This will be very valuable to
have on hand.
April 11, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
The Secretaries who run the Trail Conference during the war have turned over to me your letter
of March 7th. It is good to hear from you.
I am wondering whether you got into Bigelow after our trip over Labor Day. The fire wardens
probably told you about it. We slept out on the mountain, seeing an extraordinary sunrise and
sunset. We cleaned up the lean-tos at Horns Pond, so if you found them in good shape, your trip
was after ours.
We did, as Trailway News, which comes to you, states, most of the Trail work around the
Kennebec and Carry Ponds, so the Bigelow trip was a vacation. I was dismayed and discouraged
by the way the bushes, particularly the hazel, had grown in from Horns Pond to the dam. The
eastern side of the mountain was terrible too. The fire wardens had done no work on the Trail. I
suppose that from the Stratton Flowage to Bigelow Village was even worse.
As you may have noted, Earland Winter put in a couple of days to re-open beyond Sugarloaf.
Our trip has to go to eastern Maine this year but we are trying to put across some arrangement
for getting work done on Bigelow. There will be nothing done on the side trail, so if you have
any free time and our own plans work out, that would be the locality for you to work in. That
trail is horribly over-blazed and needs to have a great many blue blazes taken out with a neutral
colored paint to render it pleasing to the eye.
We are waiting to hear whether the beavers which flooded out the lean-to at Jerome Brook were
all trapped out.
Since Helon left, news from that area is very scarce. I hope you will keep us posted as to
developments, for we depend upon you for word as to what is going on.
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Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
April 11, 1946. Myron Avery to Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street,
Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
When I returned from my overnight trip to Lubec last weekend, I found your letter of March 23rd.
Also, I received the two parcels. The Way Guide and the Hubbard Guide came in fine shape. I
am reading them at my leisure and noting the changes in the later editions. You will be interested
to know that I put a copy of your letter commenting on the Way Guide and your father's
acquaintance with him into each book as well as in copies of the Hubbard Guide.
The Palmer pictures are, I believe, infra red, which accounts for their extraordinary appearance.
We are having them carefully labeled in keeping with the titles enclosed with your letter of
March 23rd.
I am glad to know that the Stodder photographs appeal to you to the extent that you want to
retain them. They are a most interesting historical record to me.
I was in Augusta for an hour and there discussed with the Librarian our plans for putting the
Stodder photographs of 1871, the Hallowell photographs of 1900 and the Dawson photographs
and slides of 1916 into their Katahdin collection. My own material is to go there. The Librarian
was most receptive.
The Stodder correspondence with the Bangor Public Library has developed many items of
interest. They too have a set of thirty-one photographs and we are checking to see if this means a
second duplicate set.
I have, you know, a full set of the Forest and Stream articles written by your father.
I was amazed at what I saw of Maine in March. Ice out of the lakes, etc.
I think this is all for the moment. As ever, with best regards.
Dictated by Captain Avery on April 4th but written and sent out during his absence.
April 11, 1946. Myron Avery to Charles Bradford, State Park Commission, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradford:
In keeping with our conversation at Commissioner Rendall’s office, I am endeavoring to remedy
the deficiencies of your office with respect to the Appalachian Trail literature for Maine. I have
had sent to you under separate cover the following:
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1. Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine with Supplements.
2. Katahdin Reprint.
3. A Message to Those Who Walk in the Woods.
4. Artists at Katahdin.
5. Silver Aisle.
6. Half a dozen Maine Guide Prospectus.
7. Maps 3A and 3B.
8. Two years of Appalachian Trailway News.
According to our records, you have been on the Appalachian Trailway News list for a
considerable period. On the chance that you have missed some issues, I have sent to you the last
two years. We have checked it particularly so that you will be sure to receive future issues and
we have added your name to the list of those who have Guides to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine so that you will automatically receive Supplements.
At Mr. Butler's request, we prepared a one-page statement of Trail conditions in Maine. This was
to avoid the writing of individual letters in reply to inquiries.
We are engaged in the preparation for the Maine Publicity Bureau of exhibits about two feet by
two feet for Katahdin and The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The former, for instance, contains the
Katahdin Reprint, Katahdin Bibliography, Maps and an outstanding photograph. It is quite a task
to make these things though, apart from supplying information, I think that they would be a very
worthwhile addition to the State Park material. If we eventually reach the state of having
additional ones available, we shall forward them.
I think that this contact means that we have remedied any deficiencies in getting our material on
Maine into your hands.
If you have further use for any of these items, please feel free to let us know.
I have passed on your release on the State Parks to the Editor of Trailway News and if you
maintain a mailing list on these matters, we hope very much you will add the Trail Conference to
the list.
It was certainly a pleasure to have seen you in Commissioner Rendall's office and I trust that our
trails will cross frequently in the future.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{File Maine, Katahdin}
April 11, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

61

Your letter of 1 April arrived after I wrote to you on my return from Maine. I have read it with
much interest.
1 am much obliged to you for all of the information which sets straight some of my rather
antiquated impressions.
I am particularly interested about the terminus of the road. I still am not clear how one gets to the
permanent Depot Camp of the Eastern Manufacturing Company at the head of Second Lake.
I appreciate all of the considerations in your letter and the desirability as a matter of policy. I am
having our own Katahdin map reworked with the idea of incorporating the greater detail and
corrections of 3A and 3B. The rough copy will then be available for doing a final job. That will
give an opportunity to bear in mind and accomplish your suggestions.
There is one point that I would query. I doubt if the local residents who burn up the doors of your
camps and chop up the beds of our lean-tos for firewood ever buy or see a map. I think that they
learn of them from local information. I believe both of us agree that the hikers and campers who
come into the area are more considerate and scrupulous in their use of private and state property
than are our own fellow state inhabitants. After all, we Maine people feel we own these things.
What leads me to say this is a comment which came from Oliver Cobb. He objected to our
putting in trail data for Twin Ponds which he regarded as his private fishing hole. I never heard
of any hiker who ever fished there or of any fisherman buying our guidebook. The fellows who
get to Twin Ponds are told about it by somebody else and the guidebooks did not stimulate any
travel there--of this I am sure.
Perhaps the answer to these problems - and you are going to have people roaming through the
area - is a type of legend which will carry more information. For instance, one legend could
indicate an approved and permitted campground - one where camping is permitted and not in
violation of the fire statute. Another legend could indicate localities where there are open fields,
such as Old City and New City. You can expect that people will travel through and perhaps the
best method of fire protection and of control is going to be to designate certain areas.
These are all interesting problems of Park and public area management.
I neglected to say that I had a very interesting talk with Bradford of the Park Commission at
Augusta,
Your last slides were, I suppose, taken very recently. They give an amazing impression of The
Traveler and we are delighted to have them. The Stacyville view is fine indeed.
I have sent to you half a dozen more copies of The Traveler, Map 3A and a number of our
Katahdin reprints. All of our extra maps are in these and they are getting somewhat low.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{File Maine, Katahdin}
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April 15, 1946. Myron Avery to Thomas J. Fisher and Company, 738 - 15th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
There was written through your Company the fire insurance policy of the Old Colony Insurance
Company No. 18485 in the amount of $6,000. This policy expires May 15, 1946. The assureds
are The Appalachian Trail Conference and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., as their
interests may appear.
This policy covers 808 - 17th Street, N.W. These premises have been sold and at the end of April
it will be necessary to move to an address undetermined. We cannot tell you at the present time
the new address and it may be necessary to temporarily store this material.
We are, of course, extremely anxious that there be no lapse in the insurance coverage and we
will await your directions as to the procedure to be followed to effect continuous coverage while
moving and in the new location.
If necessary to discuss the matter, I can be reached at Republic 7400 Extension 2575. In my
absence or any inability to reach me, the matter can also be discussed with Miss Marion Park,
Secretary of the Conference. She can be reached at Republic 8200 Extension 192. We are
extremely anxious that there be no lapse in the coverage of the two assureds during the change of
premises.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
CC to Dr. Schmeckebier, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
April 17, 1946. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am writing to acknowledge your letter of April 9 in which you propose furnishing the sum of
$180.00 for certain work on the trail on Mt. Bigelow.
There will be a necessary delay of a few weeks before I can obtain Council approval and give
you any definite action concerning acceptance of this contribution to our Department funds.
{Copy Heard, Stephenson, Sawyer}
April 23, 1946. Governor Horace Hildreth, Augusta, Maine, to Jean Stephenson. Publicity
Director Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., 808 17th Street, NW Washington 6, D. C.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
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Thank you for your letter of April 20 and the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE which you sent me under separate cover.
I appreciate your courtesy in presenting this interesting and—to a traveler on the TRAIL—
valuable Guide. Whether or not I find the opportunity to travel this course in the near future,
I am sure the Guide will be helpful for reference.
I shall remember too, your offer of additional data on Maine should the need arise.
April 25, 1946. Charles Pryor, Mt. Rainier, Maryland, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Captain Avery:In answer to your letter of April 11th. I am at last finding a little time to put to making signs.
As your letter said that those from Yoke Ponds to Katahdin are the most important I am starting
with #61 and working towards Katahdin. As I remember it we replaced those signs from Daicy
Pond to Katahdin in 1944 so I will stop at #13.
I think that I can have these ready together with the necessary Lean-to signs in plenty of time for
the trip. This is about all the sign that I have boards for. I will try to buy some more lumber to
make the others if you wish. That is #242 to 247 and 62 to 136. I am still working nights and
nearly every Sunday, so I do not think I can finish all of them.
April 26, 1946. Charles P. Bradford, Superintendent, State Park Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
Thank you very much for your letter of April 11, and for the material on the Appalachian Trail
and Mt. Katahdin which you forwarded under separate cover.
It was most pleasant meeting you in Commissioner Reynold's office and consummates a desire I
have had for a long time.
I am quite interested in your exhibits for the Maine Publicity Bureau. Are these to be located in
the Maine Bureau or in their offices in New York?
In the event you have use for further releases, we are mailing three copies under separate cover.
Thanking you for your cooperation, I remain…
April 30, 1946. Myron Avery to Charles Pryor.
Dear Charlie:
I have your note of April 25 and, I appreciate your being able to let me know how the signs stand.
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Your guess as to the most important part being between Blanchard and Katahdin is right. You
are also right in thinking that we replaced the signs from Daicey Pond to Katahdin. We may
make a change in route this year at Katahdin Stream, which would call for some changes in the
field. If you are in the position to buy the lumber for the other signs as you suggest, we certainly
will be glad to have you go ahead. If you will let us have the bill, we can reimburse you or pay
the lumber people direct.
Our plans for this summer's trip are getting under way and I will want to keep in touch with you
as to progress on the signs.
I hope you are going to be able to be with us as usual. Knowing the terrain will make it even
more pleasant, and there will be part of the country that you will not have seen.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 30, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer.
Dear Hal:
I am writing a hasty note to say that after considerable delay the photostats of the Cobb map has
gone forward to you.
I was looking through my Katahdin maps. In addition to the one from the Monument Line
Survey, the sketches by Hyde in 1913 and 1921 are of interest. They used to appear in the camp
booklets. The Sewalls made a map around 1881. The individual sketches for each town by the
Eastern Corporation have a lot of data. I think you have these. I find that in some way I seem to
have mislaid your map of The Traveler section from which we worked on Map 3-B. I may have
given it to the draftsman.
I am certainly obliged to you for your pains in sending so much detailed data about the lumber
operations. I am intrigued by the thought that Telos and Webster Lakes (which I have not seen)
may be reached when I make my trip to the country north of Katahdin. This road extension is
going to present you with a very real problem in that area.
I don’t know whether we wrote you that we were planning our Maine work trip from Piscataquis
River to Katahdin. We hope to have two parties working on various sections and joining for the
first week of September (coming in the day after Labor Day) at Daicey Pond. This will make
quite a crowd. That would be a logical time to change the Trail route at Katahdin Stream if your
plans for scouting the change from Katahdin Stream Campsite to Grassy Pond go through.
I am, due to a slightly confused (war casualty) system of records, having difficulty in locating the
blank Katahdin cylinder registers which were prepared and left in the region. I think they were
left with Mrs. York and when you inquire about the large information board sign for use at
Chimney Pond (about which we have written her) you may find them there also.
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There is little new to write in this area.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April, 1946

1946
SUPPLEMENT TO
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{See additions attached to letter to Dyer—March 16 Katahdin file.}
TRAIL CONDITIONS

The Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip of 1945 recleared The Appalachian Trail for a
distance of 30 miles from the Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to to the East Carry Pond Lean-to. In
addition to standardized white paint blazes, board signs and A.T. markers were renewed. The
Trail in this section was thoroughly cleared by use of pruning shears and weeders. The
unavoidable maintenance suspension during the war years had manifested itself in this area thru
heavy growth of hardwood sprouts, particularly beech. Intensive clearing was required. While
travel was impeded, the marking was such that the route could still be followed without difficulty.
The Maine ice storm of 1945 brought numerous firs and cedars into the Trail, necessitating much
ax work.
The 1945 Supplement, in view of Trail conditions, particularly recommended traverse of the
Trail from Yoke Ponds or Joe Mary Lake to Katahdin. This suggestion is repeated and the area
traversed by the 1945 work party is also particularly recommended. This would be from
Blanchard to Mt. Bigelow. While the section from Blanchard to the Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
was not recleared in 1945, it was reported as fairly open. An alternative eastern approach would
be to Troutdale Camps on Moxie Pond, from the Maine Central bus at Bingham, going east to
Moxie Bald Mountain and then west to Dead River Village. The lay-over at each sporting camp
involved would provide an interesting nine-day trip.
The monitions as to travel in Maine set forth in the 1945 Supplement are most pertinent.
Intensive effort will be made in 1946 to re- clear sections which have suffered from lack of
maintenance due to the war situation.
Due to lack of maintenance, difficulties would be experienced between Yoke Pond and Bodfish
Farm.
Helen N. Taylor, new Superintendent of the Lake Megantic Preserve, cleared the Trail in 1945
between Big Wilson Stream and Blanchard.
INDEX TO KATAHDIN REPRINT
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When the Katahdin Section of the Maine Guide was issued as a separate publication, a separate
index was not then included. This has now been prepared, as announced in the September 1945
issue of Appalachian Trailway News, by the publication of a _____ page index for the Katahdin
Section; Purchasers of the Katahdin Section may obtain this index by sending a stamped
addressed envelope to The Appalachian Trail Conference. The index has been printed on sheets
slightly smaller than the Guide to permit its being stapled into the reprint.
NEW MAPS
There were distributed in December 1945 to all purchasers of the Maine Guide and the Katahdin
Reprint, whose addresses are registered with The Appalachian Trail Conference, copies of largescale maps of portions of the Katahdin Region Map (No, 3). These are:
Lower Nesowadnehunk Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions (Map No. 3A),
The Traveler (Map No. 3B).
By reason of the interest in these areas, the availability of these maps will be of considerable
assistance. The maps are sold to other than Guide-book purchasers for $.10 each on receipt of
stamped addressed envelope.
*****
TRAIL DETAILS
East Carry Pond Lean-to:
Bunk space has been reduced approximately 50% by use of flooring for fuel by fishermen. This
is an instance of the unnecessary devastation which increases maintenance problems.
Kennebec River:
Sterling's Pierce Pond Camps were using, for ferrying in 1945, a motor boat which crossed the
river approximately one mile below the marked Appalachian Trail route. As ferrying has to be
accomplished by telephone arrangements, particular inquiry should be made as to the ferrying
locality.
pp. 199 and 414:
In 1945 Jasper Haynes, proprietor of Buck Horn Camps on Middle Joe Mary Lake, felled a large
pine about 100 yds. upstream from the trail crossing. This solves the problem of crossing Cooper
Brook dryshod.
pp. 238. 239 and 378:
Folsom's Moxie Pond Camps have been discontinued.
pp. 264 and 357:
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The Horns Pond Lean-tos: The bronze registration cylinder, initially at Katahdin, has been
installed at these lean-tos on Mt. Bigelow. The 1944 Supplement referred to the larger
registration cylinder with the new signs installed at Katahdin.
pp. 238 and 378:
Transportation to Troutdale Cabins from Waterville or Bingham can be arranged thru the
proprietor of Troutdale Camps where excellent accommodations are again available. The pre-war
bus operating from Boston over U.S. Route 201 along the Kennebec River may be again in
operation in 1946.
pp. 301-310:
Parties traversing Sections 22-24 should obtain ($.10) from the U.S. Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C., the new U.S.G.S. Old Speck Quadrangle.
pp. 303 and 315:
The firewarden on Old Speck has constructed an easier alternative route from the firewarden's
cabin to the firetower. Approximately 150 yds. above the firewarden's cabin, the new route
diverges to the right near a large boulder with trees growing on it. It slabs the north side of the
mountain, passing thru spruce woods for perhaps half a mile and then joins the initial route a
short distance below the summit. The new route is less rough than the old and has excellent
footing.
The Appalachian Mountain Club expects to replace, in the near future, the Full Goose and Old
Speck Lean-tos. The locations may differ slightly from the present sites.
Mt. Bigelow:
A detailed account of Mt. Bigelow by Captain Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R., appeared in
Appalachia. June, 1945. This is one of the Appalachia series on outstanding mountains of New
England. Reprints (______ pp.) may be had by sending an addressed envelope to The
Appalachian Trail Conference headquarters.
Saddleback Mountain:
Bates College Outing Club, with the return to normal school activities, is scheduling work trips
to care for its 40-mile section from Saddleback Mountain to the Andover-C Pond Road.
SPORTING CAMPS
Rainbow Lake Camps:
Fred L. Clifford, long-time proprietor of Rainbow Lake Camps, was drowned on Rainbow Lake
in the fall of 1945. The Millinocket Trust Company, Administrator of Mr. Clifford’s estate, is
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negotiating the sale of the Camps. It is anticipated that they will be operated in 1946. As definite
arrangements have not yet been effected, inquiry as to the situation may be made of the
Millinocket Chamber of Commerce (Frank H. Speed, Secretary).
Antlers Camps. Lower Joe Mary Lake:
Leon Potter, former proprietor of Antlers Camps, died during the summer of 1945 and the
Camps have been purchased by Mrs. L. C. Guiney. These Camps will be operated during 1946
and the rate will be $5.00 per day.
Troutdale Cabins. Moxie Pond:
Troutdale Cabins, which were operated in 1944 and 1945 by Roland M. Hoar, have been
purchased by Carlton H. Thrasher. They will be operated during 1946.
Carry Pond Camps. East Carry Pond:
In 1945 lodging only was available; no meals were provided. Inquiry should be made of Walter
C. Hatch, North Conway, Massachusetts, as to 1946 facilities.
Redington Pond Camps:
The Redington Pond Camps are now being operated by C. W. Bradley, whose address is
Rangeley, Maine, These Camps will be operated during 1946.
Sporting camp rates have materially increased; they now vary from $5.00 to $6.00 per day.
Consult camp proprietors for the particular rate.
pp. 135-138:
GRAND LAKE FIRE-ROAD TO TROUT BROOK FARM
TROUT BROOK TOTE ROAD
Subsequent to the publication of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, the Trout Brook
Tote-road was made by the Eastern Corporation into a road passable by automobile from the
road's former terminus on the west side of Matagamon Lake to Black Brook Farm. This
development affords a very easy approach to The Traveler and to the country north of Katahdin
as well as to the former very much isolated Telos and Webster Lakes region.
Distances along the road are: (Mileages commence at center of bridge across Penobscot West
Branch.)
Mileage

Locality
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0 m.
1.7 m
2.5 m.
3.9 m.
4.3 m.
4.8 m.
6.5 m.
7.0 m.
8.4 m.
9.0 m.
10.0 m.
10.5 m.
13.1 m.

Bridge, East Branch Penobscot River.
Eastern Corp. offices (terminus of former fire-road).
Trail to Matagamon Mtn. (See Guidebook.)
Maine Forest Service Campsite in spruce growth at junction to trail to Littlefield
Pond.
Forks of road. (Right leads app. .4 m. to Trout Brook Farm.)
West edge of Trout Brook Farm; road rejoins original Trout Brook Tote-road
which was left at 4.3 m.
Cross Fowler Brook; just beyond on left are abandoned logging camps.
Spring at "Fowler Green".
Cross Dry Brook.
"The Crossing". Here is Maine Forest Service Campsite. (To left is trail to South
Branch Ponds; see Map, “The Traveler”, No. 3B.
Cross Wadleigh Brook.
Cross north line of Baxter State Pork.
Reach Black Brook Farm. (Road passable by automobile ends here.)

Beyond, follow trail data for Trout Brook Tote-road in Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Four-tenths of a mile from Black Brook Farm on old Tote-road is Maine Forest Service campsite
opposite Junction of South and North Branches of Trout Brook. App. 1.4 m. from Black Brook
Farm on tote-road are Eastern Corporation's abandoned logging camps on north bank of North
Branch of Trout Brook.
****
From Black Brook Farm, road passable in winter extends north and then east toward Webster
Lake. The first 1.9 m. of this winter road coincide with the Wadleigh Tote-road shown on
Katahdin Region Map, No. 3. Mileages are:
Mileage

Locality

0 m.
1.4 m.
1.9 m.
3.8 m.
5.3 m.
?

Black Brook Farm,
North line of Baxter State Park (townline between T.5 R10 and T.6 R.10).
Turn west from old Wadleigh Tote-road; pass north of Lost Pond.
Cross Thistle Brook,
Site of old logging camp,
Eastern Corp, Depot Camp at Telos October 1946

May 1, 1946. Ludwig Moorehead to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Much obliged for yours of April 15 and for lending me Hal Dyer’s letter, which I enclose. It was
very interesting. My informant was a sport who got the Telos information garbled. It was
unthinkable to me that they would generate away up there when a much greater head could be
developed farther down river. Furthermore, Bangor H-E is losing its Brewer customer Eastern in
1947.
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Now the Coffeelos springhole is going to be cleaned out—going the way of all other good spots
when they are made accessible. However, we can now make the Allagash trail and side lines
more easily. I suppose for you the road is not as interesting as the extension of the Trout Brook
Tote road to the west.
I hope, but hardly expect, to get to Pierce Pd. with Barbara and the boys. Reason for doubt:
postponement of our annual meeting pending USN renegotiation settlement.
I see Moore-[?] cancelled its interest in 2 new ships because of the construction reserve tax
question. I suppose others will do likewise. For your personal info.—Beth. Steel bid at least
$8,000,000 below cost on the 3 P3-S2-DRIs for Am. Export! That’s tough competition!
I have not received the guidebook supplement, but would like to. Let me know if you come this
way.
May 6, 1946. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Thank you for Mrs. Eckstorm’s book. I have read it with interest.
We are gradually getting the Outing Club back on something like a pre-war basis. I think I can
get four or five good men from the student body to spend a week on our section of A.T. I am
writing to ask your opinion: should we take one section and do a thorough job: or go over the
whole area from Saddleback Mt. to Frye brook, noting its condition and putting in enough
marking to make it passable without getting lost? I feel reasonably sure we cannot take time this
summer to put the whole 40 miles in good condition.
May 7, 1946. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead, Assistant Director, Newport News
Shipbuilding Company, 80 Broad Street, New York City.
Dear Lud:
I have read with much interest your comment on Dyer's letter.
I am enclosing the Maine Supplement. I do not know how the arrangements under which it was
to be forwarded to you were overlooked.
I had thought that I might see you at the Maritime Law Association dinner.
If you go to Pierce Pond, I want to talk to you about the country. I suggest you look over rather
carefully our guidebook section for the Trail goes by Pierce Pond and we were there last summer.
I assume you are going to Sterling's Camps. If so, I suggest you might wish to refer to me, for I
have known these people for many years.
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I presume you were attracted by the stories of large trout and salmon. You will recall the
publicity on the one taken by the President's daughter. There are a lot of outlying ponds and I
want to talk to you about trails and these areas in addition to the local developments.
You will note that the guidebook reproduces the U.S.G.S. maps. I assume, however, you will get
the originals.
I will be in New York again on May 15th. I have a luncheon appointment but if I can find any
time, I will try to drop in at your office. If I do not see you before you leave, please let me know
in ample time so that I can pass on my comments by letter, although I would prefer to save this
effort and do it in person.
I am still in the service and do not know quite when my tour of duty will be over.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
May 8, 1946. Myron Avery to William Hoeferin, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Dear Hoeferlin:
In view of the break in our correspondence as to work on the Katahdin maps, I thought I would
send you a note by way of explanation.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has purchased a house for itself, at a cost of $19,000.00
and, continuing its characteristic generosity, has permitted the Appalachian Trail Conference to
share the space. In the confusion of the arrangements as to moving, the tracings are not available
at the moment, and it may be a little time before I can dig them out and get them in shape to send
on to you. You will, however, know that the matter has not been overlooked and I will write you
in due course.
Mr. Allis is making a tour of the Southern Appalachians, I understand, and I may see him down
here next Sunday.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
May 10, 1946. Myron Avery to Charles Bradford, Superintendent, State Park Commission,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradford:
I received today your letter dated April 26th in response to my letter of April 11th. For the
purpose of correcting the situation, the address, 4531 25th Street should be 4531 45th Street. The
address of the Trail Conference is equally good. As for my numerous addresses, Mrs. Eckstorm
once wrote: "Myron Avery has more holes than a bank muskrat."
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I am glad to hear from you. I fear, however, that the releases were misdirected and went astray,
for I have not received than. Can you duplicate them?
The exhibit project will take, I fear, a little time. Eventually we will cover the Maine Publicity
Bureau in the state and in New York and we will hope to have some material for display at the
State Park Commission office.
I trust that our trails will cross again in the not too distant future.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed during his absence.
May 11, 1946. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Friend Myron—I have just read—of course with much interest, the circular received today.
Hearings before Committee on Roads—etc.—I was especially interested in your argument in it
and of course I know you are right 100%. However it does seem hard to put over many very
necessary things pertaining to our trails and other things that I think our Gov. should appropriate
money for because they are really worthwhile projects. Now—I have an “angle” regarding work
on our Appalachian Trail which I think was probably never thought of. My angle pertains to
keeping our Appalachian Trail in first class condition at all times—so that our Trails will be open
and clear of all brush etc.—to enable men to get over them fast when going into the woods to
fight a forest fire. Of course you will know our Maine Forests are probably Maine’s greatest
asset. So, if our Appalachian Trail is left open, to make travelling easy, men can get into the
woods and mountains with their fire pumps and all other fire fighting tools. I wish this could be
brought out very clearly at any and all meetings relating to raising money for work on our Trails.
When I was a Forest Fire Warden in the Tumbledown Mt. Region I well remember a Fire that
started from lightning over in back of Spotted Spruce Mt. I notified the Chief Warden—then in
Stratton. He came in with about ten or twelve men. Well—When they left the tote road on
Spencer Stream—there was no trail whatever to follow over into the Fire territory. So of course
the Fire Fighters were delayed quite a long time—The Fire got a Bad Start and done much
damage. I guess you get my point. Our Trails certainly should be put in First Class Condition and
money raised to keep the trails clear and easy to travel over. It would be well worth while even if
only for Forest Protection. I certainly think our State Forest Dept. is perfectly capable of
expending any money in the most needed sections in our Big Woods. You will know—as well as
I do, that our Appalachian Trail runs right through some (much) of Maine’s most valuable timber.
Now—I certainly am NOT in favor of making our Appalachian Trail into a trail for Horse
travelling. I am NOT in favor of that at all. Did you ever travel over one of our Maine Woods
trails that has been used for Horseback travel? Well, I have and I know that Horses can spoil a
trail very quickly. The horses feet punch the soft ground full of deep holes and make the trail
rough. There is a Horse Trail—from Rock Pond Farm to Big Skinner Lake—6 miles—and much
of that trail was spoiled by Horse Travel. I think in the near future a good deal of travel will be
made over our Appalachian Trail in Maine. Much work should be done and soon on our Maine
Trail. I certainly will be gratified IF some money can be appropriated for the use of putting our
Trail in A.1. condition. I know it would be money very well appropriated and I also know our
Forestry Dept. could do a whole lot on Little Money.
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Hoping to get on to our Trail before very long.
About Lean-to Construction
I will be very frank and say--I have never liked the way our Appalachian Trail Lean-tos are built.
I think a much better plan would be to build them smaller—to accommodate say 4 people and
arrange them in a circle around a stove round fireplace. Here is a quick sketch of my idea—

This is just my idea. But I really think it is a good idea. This arrangement of leantos would make
a much “cozier” layout. Our guides have this same idea—I have talked with a good many about
this. They agree with me.
Fred L. Hutchins
May 11, 1946. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
You’ll have to excuse the battered paper but it is all I have. I’m in with a small crew getting the
campgrounds “out from under”. Pitman will be at Katahdin Stream and Ralph Robinson of
Millinocket at Chimney.
The photostats came thru O.K. and I looked them over with considerable interest. Who is Cobb?
Oliver Cobb, or possibly his father? I missed that point.
The mountain is still under a blanket of snow. In Chimney Pond only the tops of the leantos
show.
I have been in to Yorks several times but failed to inquire as to Katahdin Registers. I will check
on it right away. Junior York came home a happy civilian yesterday.
I was interested to learn of your work trip into this area. There is plenty to do. They had a big
blow here last November and there is considerable windfall. I feel sure I will have the Grassy
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Pond trail relocation lined up for your crew. I also hope to get time to scout out the trail from
here to Rainbow Lake. We look for a busy season.
May 13, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I have your letter of May 6 and I am glad to know that things seem more promising.
You have asked my opinion as to the most efficient procedure. I feel that by all means the thing
to do is to cover the entire stretch and do what can be done to make it passable. It would be
particularly important to see it all in order to appraise the situation. Perhaps the most effective
thing would be to try and repaint it. Certainly there is nothing which is more effective against
getting lost.
This brings me to the next question. How are your paint supplies? The problem of getting rid of
old marks, with changed conditions, is something you may need to take into consideration.
Perhaps the fastest method would be to have somebody equipped with a can of the neutralizing
paint. We started with black but have shifted to a mixture, brown - gray, whatever blends best
with the tree.
I anticipate it will be quite some time before I hear from Rendall. I certainly hope that
materializes as it should advance us greatly.
For some time I have thought whether we should try to get Colby and Maine to participate to a
small degree and take some section readily reached. The Piscataquis Valley, east and west,
would solve quite a problem. We are getting quite frequent inquiries from individuals in the
Maine Outing Club.
Do you have any thoughts in the matter?
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
May 15, 1946. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
In talking yesterday to General Wallace Philoon, Administrative Assistant to the Governor, in
regard to our acceptance of the $210 for work on the Appalachian Trail, he expressed an interest
in receiving a copy of the fourth edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I think it would be a nice gesture on your part to send a complimentary copy to him.
May 17, 1946. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
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Dear Myron:
I got straightened around on the status of the Katahdin Register of the New Series. Book No. 1
was put up in the cylinder 5 Sept. 44. Book No.2 was put in the 5 August 45. I now have Book
No. 3 from Yorks.
Two men went up the trail Monday and reported 120 names in Book No. 2. The notebook is in
good condition and unless I hear from you to the contrary, I shall leave Book No. 2 in place until
it needs replacement, or shall remove it late in the fall whichever comes first.
P.S. Because of snow, we were only able to clear the Hunt Trail last week as far as the Leanto. It
will be in top shape by Memorial Day.
May 17, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer.
Dear Hal:
I have your letter of 11 May and I am writing to answer your questions. I appreciate the
information you have given me. With the snow to the depth you write in Chimney Pond, it looks
as if a late season was in prospect.
The Cobb map is one which covers considerable area. It was prepared by Oliver Cobb, Senior.
When you see his son at Katahdin Lake Camp, you can undoubtedly get more history. We are
glad to know that Junior York is home. His last letter indicated that he was en route.
I only hope that the November blow did not extend too far down the Trail. I think that, with
increasing use, attention should be directed toward the existence of Nesowadnehunk Stream and
the Penobscot West Branch for additional phases available in the Katahdin area, of outstanding
calibre. I can well appreciate that you will not want this section too well known or used until you
have more personnel.
We have a hard problem in the Trail route from the West Branch as far as the ledges on the
northwest corner of Rainbow Lake. The mistake was one of location— the use of old haul roads
which have turned to brooks or a mass of briars. You will see the trouble when you travel to
Rainbow Lake that way. My thought was to use the blue-blazed trail (as the through route) to the
heighth of land and then go east on a new trail on the heighth of land to the existing route at the
ledges. This saves the best features of the two routes. I would involve some scouting to make this
connection of new trail, which is about three miles. It is the sort of thing which could be done to
great advantage from the air. Clifford had intended to look, this over and mark a preliminary
connection. The major job would be the scouting. The blue trail is very attractive and I think you
would find it of interest. If my proposed location is feasible, we would continue the blue route
from the ridge to the lake shore.
There is little to report here except we are working on the Dawson photographs and lantern slides.
That is a remarkable collection of primeval Katahdin. I shall look forward to having further word
from you.
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May 19, 1946. Fred W. Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokdajo, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
In answer to your letter of a while ago; yes, we plan to be open this summer.
Have been on the trail in the Logan Brook territory, and find the bushes have grown much, on
the trail, there are also “blow-downs” caused by a heavy ice storm of last winter.
Hope to be seeing you sometime this season.
May 20, 1946. Frank Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Sir:
The Rainbow Lake Camps are owned and operated by Earle G. Goodwin of Millinocket, Maine.
They have been purchased from the Clifford Estate. Mr. Clifford is now deceased. You may
write to the Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, for reservations.
May 21, 1946. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
Further reference is made to your letter of April 9.
I am pleased to advise you that on May 15 I received approval from the Governor and Executive
Council to accept the sum of $210 from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. for purposes as
stated in your letter. This was broken down into two projects, one to be financed by $180.00 and
the other by $30.00
Upon receipt of this money we will set up a project for the expenditure of the same. I assume it
will be agreeable to your office if we carry on this work so that it will not interfere with our
regular forest protection work, but be supplemental thereto.
May 22, 1946. Myron Avery to General Wallace Philoon, Administrative Assistant to the
Governor, Augusta, Maine.
My dear General Philoon:
Commissioner Rendall has told me of his discussion with you of the matter of maintenance of
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
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I thought that it might be of interest to you to know the magnitude of this project, not only in its
overall extent from Maine to Georgia, but in its 266 miles across Maine. To that end I have had
sent to you under separate cover a copy of Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine. For a
general account of this Trail, I would particularly refer you to Chapter 3. I think the extent of the
literature on the Trail in Maine will be a matter of some interest to you.
Like many other peacetime activities, maintenance on some sections of The Appalachian Trail
necessarily lapsed during the war. Particular difficulties were experienced in Maine, due to the
inaccessibility of the sections and the non-availability, because of war activities, of those who
had formerly cared for the area. We are making strenuous efforts to restore the route to its prewar condition and the arrangement which Mr. Rendall brought to your attention constitutes an
effort in this direction.
We believe that the existence of this Trail is a gratuitous contribution to the recreational
resources of Maine. Vermont devoted very considerable publicity to its Long Trail, of equal
length with the Maine section of The Appalachian Trail. We feel that the Maine trail, with its
lakes, forests and mountains, is in no whit inferior to the more publicized Vermont section.
It may be of interest for me to state that I am a native and legal resident of Maine and my
familiarity with Maine woods goes back almost three decades ago when I worked summers,
while going to Bowdoin, for the Maine Forest Service.
We are glad to have had the opportunity to bring this feature of Maine to your personal attention.
Copy to Forest Commissioner Rendall.
This will let you know the action taken on your letter of May 15th. We are hopeful it will bring a
favorable response and that we may obtain State approval of our suggested arrangement. M.H.A.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
Sent under separate covers Silver Aisle, No. 17, Suggestions, Guidebook.
May 22, 1946. Charles P. Bradford, State Park Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
Acknowledgement is made of your letter of May 10, 1946. We were very sorry indeed that the
release did not reach you.
We are mailing you, under separate cover two releases.
May 22, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer.
Dear Hal:
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Thank you for your note of May 17th on the Katahdin Register. I am glad to have the details as
to the situation. Your plan as to the use of Book No. 2 until it requires replacement is entirely
satisfactory.
I am glad to know that you have Book No. 3 in reserve and we will try to see to it that you have
one on hand when No. 3 is used up.
Did the York’s think to give you the A.T. sign for Chimney Pond. You will have probably
noticed our sign at the end of the Roaring Brook Road.
It seems incredible, sweltering here with heat, that snow should keep you from reaching the top
of the Hunt Trail.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
Copy to Miss Park:
I suggest you get Book No. 1 and prepare Books Nos. 4 and 5 to have in reserve as needed.
M.H.A,
May 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Hr. Hutchins:
Your letter of May 11 sent to me at Trail Conference headquarters has just been delivered to me.
There is not very much to say at the moment. I am glad to hear you were interested in the
hearings on the Hoch bill. At present it is still before the Committee on Roads, and apparently no
further action has been taken on it.
I do not think you need to worry too much about The Appalachian Trail having any horse use.
The trails in the west are primarily horse trails and, since we were dealing with the overall
system, any expression of opposition to horse trails would materially prejudice our chances. This
was the more true as our principal supporter on the Committee was a Congressman from
California whose constituents use trails a great deal for horse travel. It is just a part of the overall
picture. The situation is quite different in Maine.
Your illustrations of the lean-tos grouped around the fire were most graphic and interesting.
When the lean-tos were built, and even now, labor was the problem and it was felt better to have
a lean-to large enough for a party of six at intervals of a day’s journey than to have possibly a
more ideal set-up in one place and then not have labor or time enough to erect the others further
on. When the entire chain across Maine is completed, we can think about grouping them as you
suggest. It is just that it takes almost as much time and labor to build one for four as for six, and
four in one place would have meant three other places without any!
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We are planning a work trip from Piscataquis River east to Katahdin this summer. I have some
plans under way which if they materialize may help with the maintenance in western Maine. We
are making every effort to get as much done as possible in order to get the entire link re-opened.
The section in western Maine is in the worst condition. Let me hear from you from time to time,
and particularly when there is any news with respect to the Trail.
I was interested and delighted to know that you are going to be able to make a new sign for
Sugarloaf, to be put up at Bigelow Village. Following is the wording that should go on such a
sign, according to our official sign list:
No. 192

Appalachian Trail 
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
1.82 m.
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.44 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.13 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
8. m.
Orbeton Stream
12.75 m.
Redington Pond Camps
13.78 m.

I suggest that on the back of it you indicate it is sign no. 192. It will be a big help if you can get a
new sign up here.
May 24, 1946. Myron Avery to General Wallace Philoon, Administrative Assistant to the
Governor, Augusta, Maine.
My dear General Philoon:
I find that during my absence a letter to you, which I had dictated before leaving, was sent
forward instead of being held for my signature, as of course was my intention. My movements
are quite uncertain and, knowing the importance of the matter with respect to the Trail in Maine,
the Conference secretary to whom it was given mailed it as soon as it was typed.
Except for the seeming discourtesy involved, it may have been as well under present conditions,
as she therefore also mailed on to you the copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine and,
separately, certain other publications which furnish information on the Appalachian Trail project.
If they had been held until to-day, they would have been caught in the postal embargo.
I trust you will find these, publications of interest. They serve to emphasize a phase of Maine's
recreational facilities which has not in the past received much publicity but which will attract an
increasing number of those who frequent the out-of-doors. If on looking over the list of
publications of the Appalachian Trail Conference or its member clubs, you find other items
which appeal to you, please let me know.
May 27, 1946. Myron Avery to Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
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I have your letter of May 21st.
We are pleased indeed to know that the Governor and Executive Council have authorized
acceptance of the amount of $210.00 from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., for the
purpose stated in my letter of April 9th. I enclose check of the Treasurer of the Club, payable to
the Treasurer of the State of Maine in that amount. If the check should have been drawn directly
to the Forest Service or some other payee, we can make appropriate substitution.
It is, of course, entirely agreeable to the organization that this work be carried on so as not to
interfere with the regular Forest protection work, but be supplemental to such work. There are,
however, one or two considerations which I should like to mention at this time so that they can
be taken into consideration in making plans. Our interest is, of course, in having the work
accomplished as early as possible in the season, so that Trail users may reap the benefits. During
our discussion of the matter you indicated your intention to set up this project under the
supervision of a member of your staff who would see that the Trail clearing was thoroughly and
properly done. I assume that you would have in mind to furnish him with a copy of our letter of
April 9th, which outlined the terrain and basic considerations. Further, as soon as we are advised
that the work has been completed, I would make arrangements to cover the area so that we might
know how successful the project had been. Since we have our regular work trip between the
Piscataquis River and Katahdin during the last week of August and first week of September, I
would hope to be able to do this inspection work late in July.
As I indicated, if the project in its execution proves to be mutually satisfactory, we have in mind
continuing it each year and expanding its scope to provide greater employment. If the White Cap
tower was occupied we could provide additional funds for that area as well as for the terrain
around Blanchard and Monson. We can send additional funds if work can be done in these areas.
I have a further point, which the individual in charge of the project may want to consider. That is
the desirability of sending in for the work some of our long handled pruning shears and weeders
which do such an effective job in clearing the hardwood growth.
I am assuming that I will hear from you when the project gets under way.
We greatly appreciate your cooperation with the Trail Conference in getting under way this plan
which I trust will be to mutual advantage.
Copies to:
W. H Sawyer, Jr.
0. 0. Heard,
Jean Stephenson.
May 27, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, First West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
I have your letter of May 19 and I am glad to know you plan to operate this summer.
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I am very much troubled about how we are going to proceed to clear between Joe Guy’s camps
and the end of your blue trail, for I know that it must be badly grown in with bushes and will take
a lot of time for our party. One of your sports has written about the beaver flowage on Logon
Brook, which will cause additional work. We are not going to be able to hit this from the Yoke
Ponds side this year.
Due to the stoppage of work during war years, we have some surplus in the Maine Trail Club
treasury. I am wondering if you know of anybody in the area that you could get to do some work
for us and on whom you could depend to really do a fair job. I understand the going wage is
$5.00 a day and we could allocate enough for a couple of weeks work for a man if, in a situation
where there would be little chance for a check up, we could count on getting progress made.
There is nothing I can do from this end but if you could find somebody, who would tackle the
job, getting rid of this bad section would mean that our party would be able to care for the rest of
the route toward Katahdin which is in much better shape. I hope you will try to find somebody
that will do something for us and I shall hope to hear from you.
We shall write you at a later date as to the number and time of our party; it will le late August.
We will need to stay at Third West Branch Pond in order to be close to the Trail work.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
May 28, 1946. General Wallace Philoon, Administrative Assistant to the Governor,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
Thank you very much for your letters of May 22 and May 24, together with the copy of "Guide
To The Appalachian Trail in Maine".
I greatly appreciate receiving the guide, and while perhaps my years will not make it advisable
for me to hike the trail from Katahdin to the New Hampshire border, nevertheless, you may be
sure I shall cover a great portion of it in my mind at least.
Although I have not been in Maine much during the past forty years, I know quite a bit about the
Appalachian Trail, and I personally feel that your efforts to boost the Maine section of it is
decidedly worth-while from the Maine publicity and vacationland angle.
Again, please accept my thanks for the book, and as a fellow Bowdoin man, my greetings.
May 29, 1946. Helen E. Atwood, Owner, Spring Lake Camp, Flagstaff, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
My dear Captain Avery:
Perhaps you will remember us at Spring Lake for you came in one afternoon with a group who
were staying at the Ledge House at Dead River while working on trails in this section. We had
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the pleasure of meeting you at that time, and hope your group enjoyed their swim in our lake.
Miss Knight often speaks of this particular afternoon.
I thought you might be interested to hear that we were opening Spring Lake to adults in the
Spring and early Fall, May 30th to July 1st, and August 29th to December 1st. It occurred to me
that you might wish to bring another work group into the Bigelow section, and you might like to
stay at Spring Lake. We will be glad to make a special rate for a party if you will get in touch
with me and state the number in the party. We are in a position to furnish beautiful cabins, serve
food in our main dining room, and furnish transportation to all trails. We will meet busses
arriving in Stratton, or Rangeley. Guests will have the use of boats, and all other camp
equipment.
I am enclosing a few of our new folders, and if you are interested to have more I shall be glad to
forward them to you. I know the Appalachian people are interested in hiking and camping trips,
and therefore it occurred to me to get in touch with you.
We have never opened Spring Lake to the public before, and I would be glad to hear from
anyone whom you might wish to recommend.
Looking forward to hearing from you and hoping that you will wish to bring a group to Spring
Lake.
June 3, 1946. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery and Mrs. Elwyn E. Storey,
West Carry Pond Camps. [Hand-written]
I would like to pass along a brief report of the condition of the A.T. from Troutdale on Moxie
Pond to Highway #27 at Bigelow Village. Four of us took this trip of about 50 miles on May 30
and 31 and June 1 and 2.
The trail from Troutdale to the Ledge House, Highway #27 [The Ledge House was on Highway
16.], is in pretty fair condition. The past winter seemed to be pretty hard on the trail as the heavy
snow broke off a lot of fir tree tops across the trail. There are places where a little mowing would
help but this could be carried over into 1947 if needed. The sections that were mowed by the
work trip and by Mr. & Mrs. Storey last summer have a growth of rock maple trees about 10 or
12 inches tall on the hardwood ridges.
The lean-to at Pierce Pond is in good condition. There is no table there.
The lean-to at East Carry Pond is being used by fishermen and is not in good condition. Half of
the poles for the bunks have been torn up and evidently burned for fire wood, tin cans etc. were
scattered around, there was no fireplace and fires had been built on two separate spots on the
surface of the ground. It looked as if the whole area near the camp near the lake had burned over
as there was no earth on the rocks. A tree had fallen across the roof of the shelter. We rolled the
tree off and cleaned up the tin cans.
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The rain storm caught us at West Carry Pond camps Fri. night so that we stopped over night at
the Storey Camp, for which we were most grateful.
The shelter at Jerome Brook is usable. The beaver dam has been partially opened so that there is
no water around or under the shelter. However, the water is still too high, so that it is boggy in
front of the shelter. When they trapped the beaver, they skinned them in front of the leanto and
left the carcasses there. These smell and make a bad impression.
The trail from the Ledge House to the top of Bigelow Mt. is in very bad shape. If there is no
prospect of this being cleared early this summer this whole section should be posted as
dangerous. The first two miles is grown up quite badly but is passable. By mid-summer, with
another year’s growth it will be very bad. Between the 3rd and 4th mile markers over the ledges it
is not too bad but from the 4th mile to the old abandoned Dead River Route it is very bad. Here
there is no trail at all but by using great care one can follow the paint blazes. This place is not
safe for one man to enter alone, nor for inexperienced woodsmen or hikers. By using care two or
more can go through if experienced. By summer it will be even worse.
The trail up the old Dead River Route is excellent but from where you turn off on the left
through the old lumber cuttings it is very bad until you strike the ledges on the East Peak. It took
us 8 hours to do this 7 miles which gives some idea of the trail conditions.
The lean to at the Col is in fair condition. This is a pole structure covered with tar paper and the
paper is beginning to show the wear.
The trail down the west side to Stratton Brook Pond is in good shape, with here and there a bad
spot. The lean-tos at Horns Pond are in good shape but have never been chinked.
Following the work trip in Sept. 1945 there was but one party that registered at Horns Pond, on
Sept. 9, 1945. The weather was poor.
Kenneth Viles, Auburn St., Portland Me.
Clayton Crawford, Falmouth, Me.
Rodney P. James, RD #5, Portland, Me.
Earl W. Viles, no address
From Stratton Brook Pond to Highway #27 the trail is not cleared at all the whole of this 3 miles.
This is a very bad section and is almost impassable.
Was told that lumbering was in progress on the East side of Sugarloaf Mt. which might affect the
trail.
The section from the highway at Blanchard over Breakneck Ridge to Marble Brook is OK but
quite a few fir tops in the tote road.
A friend reported that when he went over the trail from “C” Pond to Frye Brook last July 4th the
trail there was in exceedingly bad shape.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

84

Hope the above will be helpful and interesting to all hands.
P.S. The paint blazes, metal markers and sign boards are all in good condition. A couple of sign
boards were down but we re-nailed them.
June 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead, Assistant Director, Newport News
Shipbuilding Company, 80 Broad Street, New York City.
Dear Lud:
I certainly appreciate your keeping me informed of the developments at McDonalds’. He had
written us that he did not expect to open this year.
I have to go to New England this week-end and I will not see you before you go to Pierce Pond. I
am a little surprised that you are not going to Sterling's, since with his advertising, etc., I had
thought that he got most of the Pierce Pond fishermen. Apparently the salmon were placed there
many years ago and forgotten about. Sterling built his camps at the outlet so they could be on his
land. They will be worth your taking a look at when you are at the dam.
As the U.S.G.S. sheet indicates, there is really an amazing topography on the west side of the
lake and a number of high-lying mountain ponds seldom reached because of the effort involved.
The original Appalachian Trail route passed the south end of Pierce Pond and continued to the
Dead River Fire-road. There is a big pulp operation in on that road now and the State is putting
up an enormous fish hatchery on Cold Stream. When we changed the Trail route, the blazes were
blacked out beyond the lean-to, which you will readily pick up. However, for some distance
beyond, and particularly for the part near your camps, the old marking is undoubtedly in place
and as you read the guidebook and knowing you I will imagine you will try to reach Helen, High
or some of the other ponds. We have continued the old trail description, although not checked
recently. Accordingly, if you go that way, it would be a great help to us if you would try to check
the data beyond the lean-to.
Before the death of the last owner. East Carry was a favorite spot. It would be a good day’s walk
from Pierce Pond to the Carry Pond Lean-to. (We did not work last year between the lean-to and
the camps.) Carrying Place Brook, about half way down, will be of interest to you if you are
looking for stream fishing.
For food and good hosts. West Carry Pond is one of our favorites. It is probably too far off your
route, unless you conclude to do some trail travel.
I have never seen the camps to which you are going and on your return I shall look forward to
learning your impressions.
I understand that the Bingham minister, McDougal, is planning a new edition of his book which
features Pierce Pond.
I shall look forward to seeing you soon in New York.
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June 8, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Will:
I had hoped to be in Maine this weekend, which incidentally was the Bowdoin Commencement.
The shipping strike has resulted in orders that I “stay put”.
You will have seen the letters from Rendall which indicate that arrangements will go through for
clearing on Bigelow and Moxie. I shall await with interest to see the work and as soon as I learn
that it has been done, I shall try to get in to check it over.
If I had gotten to Maine, I would have asked you how your plans were progressing. I would like
to see the section and need to check the guidebook data, etc. It was my thought that I could
perhaps time a trip so as to follow behind you people on the area and get the benefit of
transportation down. Getting out at the western end is something of a problem.
You might let me know how matters stand.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out to avoid delay.
June 9, 1946. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Just a hurried note so I can send it out by some men that are here.
By now you probably have received the letter from Mr. Reeves telling you of conditions along
the trail. I asked him if he would drop me a card as to conditions along and we received this nice
detailed description. I am sure he could write a book.
What I wanted to add was, that the game warden was here on Friday and we spoke to him about
the beaver carcasses and he said he would take care of them. He also told us that he had blown
the dams and the beaver house so the water had gone down. Five beaver were caught there last
winter.
I guess Mr. Reeves misunderstood me for I note he said we mowed last summer—well as you
know we didn’t.
By his letter it sounds as if there was a lot of work to be done up over the mountain. Guess you’ll
have to bring along a tent and cook and camp out. I am still disgusted with the caretaker of the
Ledge House. He wouldn’t let you folks in but he has let a lumbering outfit in the bunk house.
The Robinson Co. is to cut off a lot of pulp on the mountain. I believe it is west of the Parson’s
trail, any how they go up the road and are building a truck road and building 2 sets of camps.
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Things are just the same here. We have been terribly busy, camp full most of the time and plenty
of bookings already for the Fall. I’ve been just about a half a jump ahead of every party. At this
date we haven’t even spaded our gardens but I guess it’s just as well for we have had such a cold,
rainy Spring. Louise is still in Bethel, her school closed this past week. She wants to come home
so she can swim but yet she wants to stay down there so to be in the “swim” down there.
Well I won’t bother you any longer.
P.S. I think I have sold a “Guide Book”, at least he took the address. A Mr. Kissam.
June 10,1946. Myron Avery to Helen E. Atwood, Spring Lake Camps, Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Miss Atwood:
On return to Washington I found your letter of May 29th awaiting me. I was glad to hear of your
new arrangements.
We all well remember the very pleasant visit we had to Spring Lake Camp, when we were
clearing the Bigelow Range some years ago. Last year we were again in that region, and it would
certainly have been extremely convenient to have been able to base at Spring Lake; and
particularly with automobile travel to the Trail available, much work could have been done that
was impossible under other arrangements.
This year the work trip of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is to be from the Piscataquis River
east to Katahdin, and we will not be in the Bigelow area. We have arrangements for re-clearing
Bigelow this year but the section from Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village will not be open for
awhile yet.
We will note the availability of Spring Lake Camps in the Guidebook and in Appalachian
Trailway News. By the way, am I correct in thinking that Spring Lake was once, some years ago,
the Morgan camp? [The camps were owned by banker J. P. Morgan and used as a retreat for his
employees. 500 beds.]
I hope that in another year we will be able to combine the business of clearing trails with the
pleasure of staying at Spring Lake Camps. I shall, of course, write you as soon as any plans
which might permit it are formulated.
I mentioned receipt of your letter to several of those who were at Spring Lake in 1942, and they
asked to be remembered to you and to Miss Knight. It was a very pleasant occasion and one of
the events of the trip frequently mentioned by those in the party.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
June 10, 1946. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
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I appreciate your thoughtfulness in letting me know of the appearance of the magnum opus. I am
ordering one and when I am next in Auburn, I shall demand an autograph.
We shall see to it that it gets good publicity in Appalachian Trailway News.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out in his absence.
June 10, 1946. Myron Avery to Mr. Earl York, Jr., York’s Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Junior:
I received your letter and talked to Captain Whiting.
His plans are to leave Winthrop on Sunday, July 7, and spend the night at the Great Northern
Hotel at Millinocket. He will be in in time for lunch on Monday, July 8.
He wlll probably stay for the full two weeks but on the possibility that some situation might
require his leaving earlier, he asked me to ascertain whether your situation was such that he
could definitely make reservation for one week and have an optional reservation for the next
following week.
Mrs. Whiting is an Englishwoman and I think the Maine woods will be a little bit novel to her.
The Captain was with the destroyers in the Atlantic for most of the war. I am equipping him with
guidebook, maps, etc., and I will leave it to you to fill in the details for him. Be sure that he gets
down to the West Branch. Climbing Katahdin will depend upon the physical situation. It would
be too strenuous a trip for one day and I suppose there is nothing at Chimney Pond except the
lean-tos and bring your own food.
We will be writing you within two or three days about our own group. We will be getting in,
both parties, about the third of September. I haven’t any definite idea yet as to number but we are
planning at present on about twenty-four. We would want to plan on getting up over the
mountain, and possibly staying over night at Chimney Pond. What are the possibilities on getting
brought back around?
I envy Captain Whiting his trip and 1 am sure you will find both he and Mrs. Whiting very
pleasant company. See you in September.
P.S. I would appreciate your letting me know you have this letter, so I can tell the Captain.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
June 11, 1946. Myron Avery to The Storeys, North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
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The communication which I am enclosing was addressed to you as well as to me. I think that
some of the items will be of interest to you. I suppose that the trappers found the bunks at the
lean-to a good place to sit while they were skinning the beaver. Both beaver and trappers seem to
have favored that structure. If you should be there, I hope that you will bear in mind to let me
know whether the trappers seem to have gotten the entire colony.
This year we are planning a trip to work on the Trail in eastern Maine between Blanchard and
Katahdin We have worked out arrangements which, if they materialize, should result in clearing
Bigelow. The Bates Club will get back on their section from Saddleback west. We are making
this year an extreme drive to try to clear up the entire Trail in Maine. For this reason, I hope very
much that nothing will prevent Mr. Storey from carrying through his intention of getting our
Trail work done from the inlet to Middle Carry over to the Ledge House. By the way, we will be
interested to know if the same caretaker is there and whether the problems continue the same.
I noticed in the paper that our writer from the Middle Dam has taken unto herself a new husband.
I would like to have back Lawson Reeves’ letter and for convenience in returning it, I am
sending a stamped addressed envelope.
With best regards and expecting to see you in 1947…
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
June 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Fred:
I have just heard that the Robinson Company is cutting on Bigelow, west of the Appalachian
Trail, that they are hauling on the road and building a truck road. It occurs to me this may
interfere with the Bigelow Range Trail.
If you get an opportunity to check the situation and let me know where they are building the road
and where the camps will go in, I will appreciate it.
I wrote you about the signs on the closed off section of the Trail.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
June 14, 1946. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
I was aware of the fact that Charles McDonald has sold out on the East Branch, but no one
seemed to know who the new owner was.
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One of your recent letters mentioned Clifford’s at Rainbow Lake. Were you aware of Clifford’s
death by drowning when his canoe upset in a wind while coming up the lake last fall. New owner
is a man named Goodwin in partnership with another (name unknown at present). A brother of
the owner, Ron Goodwin, is operating the camps this summer.
Things are progressing here. We are in the process of cleaning out the Chimney Pond trail. Jack
Grant is now at Avalanche Brook with a pack string of 4 horses. Rates are $5 a day per horse.
Chimney Pond Campground is getting cleaned up and is operating O.K.
The Hunt Trail is excellent. Here at Katahdin Stream we need a new metal highway crossing
sign which describes the A.T. The present one is badly rusted.
Up the trail I plan to letter a couple of signs directing hikers to the falls. So many people get as
far as the bridge across Katahdin Stream and never see the falls or the splendid view from the
ledges.
If it can be scheduled for your Trail Crew work trip, it would be desirable to start rock cairns on
the A.T. above timber line. It could be a progressive job building the first up to 12” or 18” and
adding to these in successive years.
Regarding the Katahdin Register—Yorks advised me that they had Book No. 3 of the series. I
felt I had better make certain. They searched but failed to locate Book 3. The book No. 2, now in
the cylinder, should do us for the season. It would be well to have one or two notebooks in
reserve. I have the ATC signs for Chimney Pond.
The enclosed memo on the Chimney Pond bunk house will give you a rough idea of how we are
handling it. More or less trial and error.
Dudley’s camp has been remodeled and is used exclusively by Ranger Robinson and wife, as
Quarters. Two of the oldest leantos are no longer functioning—“Dudley’s Den” and the old
shed-roof shelter. At the present time there are only 10 old blankets available and they are being
used in the bunk house, as are the battered cooking utensils. No wood is furnished nor is there
any for sale. The Ranger is too busy. Another season may be different on this score, if so it will
be sold at a reasonable cost. The wood situation is the same at Katahdin Stream this season.
There is plenty of dry wood around for this year at least.
June 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Junior York.
Dear Junior:
The fame of York’s Camps at Daicey Pond seems to be spreading in Navy circles. Captain
Whiting told one of his associates what he was doing for a vacation and in the next hour the man
came to talk with me, as it sounded exactly what he was looking for. This officer is Captain
Kenmoore M. McManas. There will be himself, his wife and two twin girls, aged 10. He will
want to come for a week commencing August 5th. I told him I understood the rates to be $35.00
a week per person, which would make a total of $140.00 in his case.
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I wrote you on June 10th with respect to Captain Whiting’s trip and I am waiting to have your
confirmation.
I see that the Appalachian Mountain Club has concluded the bog at Sandy Stream Pond would
not make such a good camping spot and they have shifted down to the river at Abol Stream It
will be quite a ways to the mountain from there.
We hope to take up your full capacity the first week of September. Our detailed notices will he
going out in a few days.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence*
June 15, 1946. Fred L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Friend Myron:
Your recent letter relating to sign at “Bigelow Village” on Appalachian Trail received. No!
There is no sign there now. Somebody seems to have the mania of removing the sign there. Two
have been taken away. I note what you say about the trail being closed. Now—I think the reason
you want a “closed” sign there is because the trail—through to Orbeton Stream has quite a
number of down trees and blow downs. Now, of course anybody who is at all a woodsman can
easily follow the trail—in spite of down trees. In fact I have been three miles up the trail last Fall
and outside of a few down trees I went along O.K. Did not go to summit however. I will make
two signs noting that Appalachian Trail is closed, as you request—and I can get one up at
“Bigelow Village” very soon. I don’t know when I can get over to Oberton Stream but can put
one up on the road at Bubier Town road—Because people go in there to Redington Pond—and
Oberton Stream is the outlet. I will try to get over the trail—sometime this summer—but because
of so much work I don’t know just when I can get onto the trail. Work is plentiful and no help. I
presume you realize how it is nowadays.
Thanks for literature that is sent me occasionally. I wish I had the time to put in on the trail—say
2 weeks. Hope to hear from you often.
[Marginal notes:] When I go, I plan to go in to Oberton Stream. I want to follow then to Horn’s
Pond also Mt. Abram.
June 16, 1946. Junior York to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:Thank you for your letter of June 10. We have room for Capt. Whiting with an option of a
second week.
About Chimney Pond. There is a young fellow name Robinson who is in there this year. What
the whole set-up is I don’t know. But, I have packs, sleeping bags, etc. here if he wants to go
over.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

91

About your party, let me know date and number of people and I’ll arrange transportation from
Roaring Brook, out and around to camp.
I’ll be watching for you.
June 19, 1946. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
Reference is made to your letter of June 10.
The facilities at White Cap have not been in operation for several years except during extreme
fire hazard conditions, and I am not familiar with what arrangements could be made for some of
your workers to stay here. I am writing my Supervisor in this area and will advise you definitely
when I receive his reply.
June 19, 1946. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
Acknowledgement is made of your letter of May 27.
Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Greenville, Maine is to have charge of the project for which the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. donated $210.00. For progress of the work and details in
regard to inspection, I would suggest that you correspond with him. He will be in a much better
position to advise you promptly.
Mr. Hutton advises me that he would appreciate receiving two of your long handled pruning
shears for this work.
{Literature sent. Weeders. Maine Guide. A.T. mailing list.}
June [?], 1946. Post Card from Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Friend Myron:
I will get in touch with Fire Warden on Mt. Bigelow and find out just where the Robinson
lumber operation is on the Mt. and I’ll write you in detail very soon.
June 20, 1946. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
In reply to your letter of June 11th, it will be impossible for me to go to the Blanchard Section
around the fourth of July as I already have plans made. This section is so far away that it just
about eliminates me altogether.
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If I had any time, and a chance, I would prefer to go up to the Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream section.
There is still need of work to be done there. I am told that in the “draw” between Sugarloaf and
Spaulding Mts. the down timber is terrible, then the raspberry bushes must be bad on the “flats”
again. I still do not own an automobile and it is difficult to get anyone to go on a work trip. I can
not promise anything definite at all but if I get a chance, I will do what I can.
June 24, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer.
Dear Hal:
I received your good letter of 14 June just before I left here for a days trip to Boston. On the
22nd I went down to Lubec to look after some essential matters. My trip was, however, so
hurried that I did not have opportunity to see anyone or pick up any local items.
I read with great interest what you had to say about the changes in plans for Chimney Pond. You
are certainly proceeding to put that locality on a systematic basis for, perhaps, the first time in its
existence. I have told Miss Stephenson, the editor of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS the
substance of your letter and she thought she would like to use it as a news item in the Fall issue
of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. I told her, however, to insure accuracy, in view of the
publicity which the statement will receive, that we ought to show it to you. I am enclosing two
copies, one of which you can mark up and send to her in the enclosed addressed envelope.
We are still laboring under very considerable pressure but I am endeavoring to work out
arrangements for our Maine trip. We should have had our prospectus out earlier but the pressure
of the situation here is our excuse. We are planning two parties and as a reward for the work, to
spend from Sept. 3 to 9 at Daicey Pond. During that time I hope to accomplish the relocation at
Katahdin Stream and to carry out the work of cairn building which you have indicated. I have
realized that the half mile nearest the summit, which was not completed on the last painting,
requires renewing but I had thought the cairns were in pretty good shape. Our party will plan on
spending one night at Chimney Pond, probably Wednesday. When plans are further along we
will let you know more definitely what we hope to do and see how matters can be arranged.
I am taking steps to get into your hands Notebook No. 3, for we feel there should be available at
all times at least one surplus notebook, to guard against a souvenir hunter or the mishap of the
book being taken, which fortunately has not occurred since the cylinder installation in 1939. It is
good to see that vandalism does not occur everywhere.
I had learned of Clifford's death but had no details. We have been writing to Millinocket to
ascertain what the bank did with the camps, since we planned to stay there. They must have been
very much involved financially. I know nothing of the new proprietor.
If you will indicate what you want on the signs, I will be glad to get a couple made and sent to
you. They would be white boards like the present ones. The metal highway signs are exhausted
and I do not know whether we will be able to replace them. We are planning to develop this
information in another fashion.
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Please keep us informed.
June 24, 1946. Junior York, Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:By now you must have my letter regarding Capt. Whiting’s party. We have booked him for one
week and hold a cabin for a second week.
By a bit of juggling we can accommodate Captain McManas; party for a week commencing
August 5th. However we must have a definite reservation by July 1st.
I would advise the Appalachian Mountain Club to camp at the mouth of Katahdin rather than
Abol. Much better camp ground.
The G.N. Paper Co. has a set of lean-tos just above there also. Located on Birch Point about ½
mile above Katahdin Stream.
I hope they plan to have a camp guard at all times. A bit of trouble down there now. Lots of
people going up and down the river.
I checked on Chimney Pond. Robinson is in there but does not feed or supply bedding or cook
equipment.
Correction: They have some blankets and cooking equipment. Limited tho. Small party only.
Also, Jack Grant is at the End of the Road with 4 or 5 pack and saddle horses.
Time to close. Have to go down town and look for meat. Hell of a job too.
{Arrival July 8th Monday during day.}
June 26, 1946. Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I was glad that Jean Stephenson sent me your memorandum about the various Appalachia
matters. I was interested to hear that you had re-worked the Traveler article. In the form in which
I saw it, it did not seem to be sufficiently complete to be included in our series of stories of New
England mountains. If in its present form it covers other phases of the mountain, I should be glad
to see it again. As I remember, though possibly my memory is at fault, the original article
covered early explorations and references to your trips there, which had been written up
elsewhere.
To come to your numbered queries:
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(1) I showed the note on the Traveler to several of the members of my committee, but not to Mr.
Gower.
(2) This material was made available to Mr. Gower in no way whatsoever.
(3) There has never been any suggestion that Mr. Gower or anyone else write anything
concerning Traveler Mountain.
I quite understand that there has been friction between you and Mr. Gower, and I should
certainly respect your feelings in regard to any matter of this sort. Although he is assisting with
the notes, matter that comes to me direct does not pass through his hands.
I trust that this has clarified the situation and that should any other matters occur which you
question you will get in touch with me directly. We certainly appreciate your valued
contributions shall hope to continue to receive them.
June 27,1946. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
We have been over the Bates Outing Club section of the A.T. and I wish to report on its
condition.
On June I9th at 9 A. M. Dick Baldwin, Frank Mullett, George Billias, Dick Woodcock and I
arrived at Frye Bridge on the Andover-B Bill road. Two of the boys took the car around to where
the trail crosses Highway 5 and set up camp. Three of us went over the 13 miles, getting out to
#5 at 8:30 P.M. It took 7 hours to go the first 5 miles. The next day the other two boys took my
car around to Highway 17 and three of us covered that ten miles. I had to come home that P.M.
on account of Commencement responsibilities; Reginald Fournier came up from Lewiston with
his car and took the 4 fellows around to Highway 4 where the next morning they split up, two
going in to Four Ponds, the others covering the section parallel to the Rangeley road, and two
going up to the top of Saddleback.
l. Frye Bridge (Andover - B Hill road) to Highway 5.
Trail is not too bad as far as Surplus Pond; alders have closed in the old tote road in some places
where it is wet; in general, grass, weeds, and young bushes are knee- to shoulder-high. Last half
mile before Surplus Pond completely closed in by Mountain Maple for most of way. Evidence of
some use of trail, probably by fishermen going in to Surplus Pond. We cut out some bushes and
renewed paint blazes in this three mile section. Trail here can be traversed without fear of getting
lost, but would be very unpleasant in wet weather.
Where the trail goes around the S. E. corner of Surplus Pond, beaver have flooded about two
acres; area is too small to cause much difficulty.
From Surplus Pond to where the Trail crosses the old dam on Mountain Brook is by far the worst
section between Frye Bridge and the Rangeley road, and I would advise people to keep out of it.
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Every foot of the way is completely grown up to bushes; in some places the alders were so dense
that after getting into them I had to cut my way out, as in a jungle. Interestingly, there is a
footway or path about six inches wide and three or four inches deep, which has apparently been
made by porcupines. In most places this is invisible because of the bushes, but can be felt out
with the feet. This section was never heavily painted, and very few paint blazes are still visible.
We put in a few, but there is little to mark except brush. This is particularly true in a section just
before one descends to Mt. Brook that was lumbered 5 or six years ago, and where there is not a
standing tree today. If I had not been thoroughly familiar with the Trail through memory, I could
never have followed it through there, for every thing is covered with a dense growth of young
maple about head high. I would raise the question if this section of trail might better be relocated
on higher ground.
The crossing at Mountain Brook should be relocated, probably a short way down stream. The
timbers in the old dam are very rotten and very dangerous.
The Trail down along Mt. Brook to where it turns abruptly right is quite good. For the next
quarter mile through a low, cut-over area, it is badly grown up to alders. Then, entering the
woods, it is fairly good all the way to C Pond; and from C Pond to the old trail through Sawyer
Notch it is excellent, because of use by fishermen, and by the nature of the woods. It is also fairly
good around the shoulder of Moody Mountain. The last mile which slabs along the side of the
ridge before descending to Black Brook is pretty well grown over with maple and hobble bush.
2. Highway 5 to Highway 17.
The old tote road up along the brook to where the Trail crosses at the dam is pretty well grown
up to bushes, but can be followed without great inconvenience and without danger of getting lost.
From the brook crossing to the county line the Trail is more open though encroaching bushes are
a nuisance. The blowdowns in the heavy timber around the shoulder of Elephant are bad. They
necessitate numerous detours, and care must be used to keep to the Trail; we improved the
painting through this section, but it is far from perfect. The last half mile through the swampy
flat section before coming to Elephant Leanto has changed surprisingly little in the last five years,
and is not at all bad.
The Trail from Elephant Leanto to Highway 17 is fairly good, except for the annoyance of small
stuff, chiefly black cherry, that has fallen across it, and occasional bushes. The marking has
stood up well; though it is not very conspicuous, since of necessity it is white paint on white
birches. Whatever black cherries were marked are mostly down now. From Summit to the road
the Trail is very good.
3. Highway 17 to Highway 4
None of us went over the 4 miles from Highway 17 to Four Ponds. Fishermen whom we
questioned reported this section in good condition.
Two of the fellows went in to Four Ponds from Highway 4. They lost the Trail going in, where it
enters the woods, but found their way in to Four Ponds via a lumber road and came back over the
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Trail, marking it, they said, so that it easily can be followed.
4. Highway 4 to top of Saddleback.
All five of the fellows worked on the four mile section parallel to the highway, and reported it in
very bad condition, overgrown with bushes and with considerable flooding from beaver work.
They painted it as best they could.
The Trail up Saddleback was found to be in reasonably good condition.
It is interesting that in the 23 miles I covered, I noted all but three or four of the mile markers,
and they were all distinctly legible, and in good condition; so much so that we repainted only the
first two.
The lean-tos are in about the same condition as before the war. Daylight can be seen through the
shakes on the rooves in places, otherwise they are in a fair state of repair.
Except for the section between Surplus Pond and Mountain Brook, and the other, between
Highway 4 and the foot of Saddleback, the Trail can be traversed in dry weather without too
great difficulty. These two sections had best be kept out of altogether; and the rest of it traveled
only by those who understand the results of five years of non-use.
P.S. In all the years I have been, in the woods, I never saw the flies so bad as a week ago.
June 27, 1946. Fred Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The Third Pond Camps are going to be sold to the H & W Co. [Hollingsworth & Whitney].
They have lumbering operations in this way; are now working on an automobile road by these
camps, and it will extend over into the Logan Brook territory; it crosses the Appalachian Trail at
No. 2 lumber camp.
Have been unable, so far to find any one to clear the trail, but will try to get over, later, either my
son or myself.
Does the $5.00 a day wage include board; for guide or work men, we get $4.00 per day for board.
June 28, 1946. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Have you returned my 2d ed. Hubbard’s Guide and the John M. Way Guide to Moosehead, or is
it only my eyes which keep me from finding them?
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I need the Map of the Way Guide soon to settle some old points. About the Fourth Prof. Palmer
is coming to go over some of Father’s writing and that map would be of great help.
If you have sent them, it may be the mails; we have had trouble with things not getting through.
One of my sisters today reported to me two losses she had sustained.
It is exceedingly hot. And my time is very limited now, so Hail and Farewell.
June 28, 1946. Myron Avery to Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service,
Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
When I was in Maine this spring and discussed with Forest Commissioner Rendall the matter of
making available to the Forest service funds for work on The Appalachian Trail, Mr. Rendall
indicated that the project would probably be directly assigned to one of the Forest Service
Supervisors. From Mr. Rendall’s letter to me of June 19th, I am glad indeed to know that the
matter is in your charge. Presumably Mr. Rendall turned over to you a copy of my letter of 9
April, which outlined the situation and explained where the work was required. It may, however,
be a convenience to you to have the enclosed copy.
1 had asked Mr. Rendall if he could let me know when it was thought that the work would be
completed, so I could obtain leave (I have not yet been released from service) and see, by going
over the Trail, how the experiment had worked out.
We are planning the usual Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip between the 22nd of August
and the 9th of September, to cover the route between Bodfish Farm and Katahdin. If the work
had been completed, I had hoped to come to Maine and go over the area in late July.
Mr. Rendall has written that you could use two of our long-handled pruning shears.
Unfortunately, the Disston Manufacturing Co, has not resumed manufacturing as yet the special
33" overall shears. Our pre-war ones are decidedly in poor condition. We have some at a few of
the sporting camps and Patrolman Blackwell at Bigelow and Fred Hutchins in Stratton have
shears. Harry Davis at Monson should have two or three pairs belonging to the Club. Two pairs
were left at the Ledge House but the caretaker seems unable to locate them. I mention this on
that chance that you may know these people and be able to obtain use of the shears. Under the
circumstances the best thing which we can do is to send you the best available substitute. Three
pairs of the regular length shears have been ordered to be sent to you. The disadvantages are that
they are slightly shorter and have a smaller cutting blade.
We use, in Trail work, a tool which is very effective in cleaning out raspberry bushes, brakes and
small growth. It required a lot less exertion than a bush scythe and does a fine mowing job. I
have sent three of these to you. If you find them as useful as we do I can send a supply of blades,
although they are very easily sharpened.
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We are sending to you in the event that you do not have it available, a copy of Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, and also the Conference publication Appalachian Trailway News.
Your name has been added to our mailing list, so you will receive these publications as they
appear.
I hope very much that this project will prove successful. Mr. Rendall regarded it as one which he
would like to see developed. If the initial experiment is successful, we can obtain increased funds
for continuing the work during future years. The Trail system at Bigelow is certainly very badly
in need of work.
In order that I may make my plans for being in Maine to check over the situation on Mt. Bigelow
after the work has been finished, I will very much appreciate your letting me know how the
matter is developed and when the project is finished.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
cc: O. O. Heard, W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
June 28, 1946. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray:
Thank you for your letter of 19 June.
As you suggested, I have written directly to Mr. Hutton. We have sent him three long-handled
pruning shears, three weeders, a Maine Guide, and added his name to Appalachian Trailway
News mailing list.
We are looking forward to our work trip from Bodfish Farm to Katahdin in late August and early
September.
cc: W.H. Sawyer, Jr., 0.0. Heard
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 1, 1946.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB WORK TRIP
BARREN-CHAIRBACK RANGE TO KATAHDIN
August 23 (Friday) to September 9 (Monday) 1946

This is the detailed announcement of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Work Trip, announced
in the April 1946 issue of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Bulletin and the May
Appalachian Trailway News. Work trips to Maine have become an annual affair with the
Washington contingent of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
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The 1946 trip is being planned as a "master” work trip. By reason of its inaccessibility and the
war inroads, the condition of The Appalachian Trail in Maine deteriorated materially during the
four war years. The scheduled work trips were insufficient to cover the required mileage. Careful
plans have been worked out for a complete renovation in 1946 of the Trail across Maine. The
key project is this trip--covering a distance of 90 miles from the base of the Barren-Chairback
Range at Bodfish Farm to Daicey Pond under the slopes of Katahdin. A further feature of the trip
is the extended period provided "solely for recreation"; that is, a week in the Katahdin country.
This week in the Katahdin country is the outstanding aspect of the program.
To accomplish the required work, the trip is divided into two groups, "Section A" and "Section
B", each working separate terrain. Both groups will rendezvous at York’s Twin Pine Camps, site
of the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference, on Tuesday, September 3rd. This will provide
opportunity for climbing at Katahdin, Doubletop, the Penobscot West Branch and the other wellknown features of the area.
The trail work, particularly that allocated to "Section A" will be more intensive than on previous
years. The reward is the full week at Katahdin with the trip over the mountain will be
correspondingly greater.
The general plans are as follows:
Section A
Bodfish Farm to Pleasant River Tote-road – 37 Miles
"Section A" leaves Bangor the Morning of August 23 by bus for Monson, then on some 10 Miles
farther to Bodflsh Farm. The nights of August 23, 24, 25 and 26 will he spent at Dore’s
Mountain View Camps. The work will be on the Barren- Chairback Range and the spectacular
Gulf Hagas side trail. The north half of the Barren-Chairback Range will be worked from
Perham’s Long Pond Camps, where the 27th, 28th and 29th will be spent. The most difficult trail
work is between White Cap and Yoke Ponds. Here, Chadwick's outlying camps on Third West
Branch Pond will be utilized. Meals are provided but accommodations are of a more rustic type
than at the main sporting camp. The locality is, however, most attractive and this should be a
very satisfying isolated camp. On the 3rd of September, this party will proceed by canoe to the
main West Branch Pond Camps and go by automobile some 54 miles on the GreenvilleMillinocket Road to York's Twin Pine Camps at the base of Katahdin, where "Section B" arrives
one day later. September 3 to 9 will be spent at Daicey Pond.
Date

Locality

August 23. 24, 25, 26 Dore's Mountain View Camps
August 27, 28, 29

Perham's Long Pond Camps

August 30, 11,
September 1, 2

Chadwick's Outlying Camp

Address
W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps.
Monson, Maine.
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps,
Brownville Junction, Maine.
Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond
Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
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September 3 to 9

Twin Pine Camps

Mrs. Earle W. York, Twin Pine
Camps
Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine

SECTION B
Yoke Ponds to Katahdin - 50 Miles
"Section B" will cover more terrain and, we hope, encounter less difficult Trail work. Its
schedule practically repeats the 1944 trip. The charm of Joe Mary and Nahmakanta Lakes are too
well known to require any elaboration. From Bangor, the party will be driven to Yoke Pond
Camps. Their itinerary is: Yoke Pond Camps, August 23, 24, and 25; Antlers Camps, August 26,
27, and 28; Nahmakanta Lake Camps, August 29 and 30; Rainbow Lake Camps, August 31,
September 1 and 2; Daicey Pond, September 3 to 9.
Date

Locality

Address

August 23, 24, 25

Yoke Pond Camps

August 26, 27, 28

Antlers Camps

August 29, 30

Nahmakanta Lake
Camps
Rainbow Lake
Camp
Twin Pine Camps

August 31, Sept.
1, 2
September 3 to 9

Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps
Kokadjo, Maine
Mrs. L. C. Guiney, Antlers Camps
Millinocket, Maine
F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Earle C. Goodwin, Rainbow Lake Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Mrs. Earle W. York, Twin Pine Camps
Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine

General Suggestions
Clothing: Hiking clothes will be worn from Washington. The train itinerary does not permit
convenient arrangements to leave store clothes except by checking at Bangor.
Difficulty has been experienced on work trips through over-loaded packs. This is particularly
serious for "Section B". Packages can be mailed to yourself at each sporting camp; however,
"Section B” should avoid sending parcels to Nahmakanta and Rainbow. Use a cheap duffle bag
with a return tag, together with estimated postage, so that you can mail back discarded clothing.
Packages can he sent to good advantage to York's Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket,
Maine. Include extra flashlight batteries and protected bulb, and extra shoes in one package, in
the event that the latter should be needed. Mail this package at least two weeks in advance of
leaving for Maine. Use the mail route for required changes. REDUCE THE WEIGHT OF
WHAT YOU REQUIRE. YOUR PACK AT EACH CAMP SHOULD NOT EXCEED (and we
mean it) TWELVE POUNDS. Items needed: Change of clothing, underwear, socks, swimming
suit, toilet articles, rain suit, rain hat, flashlight with extra batteries and bulb wrapped to prevent
breakage, appropriate sections from GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE in
map case, cup, compass and matches in waterproof case. Take a liberal supply of band-aids and a
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small emergency first-aid outfit. The Club first-aid outfit will be used for a reserve supply. For
your emergency ration, never to be removed from your pack, we suggest the Boy Scout
emergency ration, an adaption of the Army’s "D" ration.
Canteens are not required.
The Trail in Maine is often wet. There is a heavy dew. Take or mail a small can of waterproofing material to soften shoes and prevent shrinkage.
Gloves and all trail work equipment will be provided.
There are no poisonous snakes on The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Above all, pay particular attention to your shoes. Do not start this trip with new or unbroken
shoes. Hobnails are unnecessary and damage the floors of sporting camps.
Blisters can be a very serious disability on a work trip of this type. Their occurrence can be
largely prevented by precautions, taken prior to the trip, to harden the skin. Buy an ounce of
tannic acid powder from a drug store and put it in two quarts of water in a porcelain bowl. Soak
your feet and your hands for 15 minutes a dozen times before the trip. Tannic acid will be carried
along to cope with casualties experienced enroute.
In the event of an emergency, from each sporting camp at varying expense, arrangements can be
made to obtain, within a day, necessary transportation to the railroad. The camps all have
telephone connections. Allow 24 hours for the delivery of telegrams. Mail deliveries are
infrequent and letters should be sent at least a week in advance of one's expected arrival.
Literature
Those who do not have copies of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE will
need to obtain it. There are not available separate copies of the Katahdin map or Map No.
4. Take, dependent upon your trip, data and sections, reading on both directions, from your copy
of the Guide.
Precautions
Because of the nature of the region through which this trip passes, it is understood that all
registrants agree in advance to abide implicitly by the directions of the leader. Smoking while
traveling or working on the Trail is prohibited; smoking is to be done at rest stops where there is
no danger of fire. Applications are accepted with the understanding that there will be a full
observance of these conditions.
Transportation
The trip officially commences at Bangor (8 A.M., August 23) and ends at Millinocket (8 P.M.,
September 9). Transportation to and from those points is a matter of individual arrangement. For
the convenience of registrants, however, the following information is given:
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Private automobile.- Parties driving should arrange to join the group at Bangor. Cars can be
picked up at Bangor on the return. (The 8:18 P.M. train from Millinocket reaches Bangor at
10:55 P.M.)
Truck.- Arrangements have been made to rent from Appalachian Trucks, Inc., the truck recently
used for P.A.T.C. work trips and take it to Maine. A limited number of trip registrants may thus
go up and back by truck. In registering, desire to utilize the truck should be stated. Not more than
10 will be taken, in order of registration.
Rail.- The most inexpensive and satisfactory rail transportation is the luxurious coach train “East
Wind”, leaving Washington at 7 A.M. and arriving at Portland at 6:50 P.M. The “trip truck” will
pick up at Portland those arriving on the East Wind and take them on to Bangor that night.
(Otherwise, an overnight stay in Portland would be necessary. The morning train leaves Portland
at 4:50 A.M., arriving in Bangor at 7:20 A.M.) On the return, one may stay overnight in Bangor,
leave there at 6:45 A.M., and arrive at Washington at 10:05 P.M.
If Pullman service is utilized, one may leave Washington at 1 P.M., and arrive in Bangor at 7:20
A.M. On the return, leave Millinocket at 8:18 P.M., arrive in Boston 5:55 A.M. Leave Boston 8
A.M., arrive in Washington 5:40 P.M.
Air.- Leave Washington 7 P.M., arrive Bangor at 11:17 P.M. On return, leave Bangor at 7:45
A.M., arrive Washington at 1:30 P.M.
Transportation Costs
Rail.- Pullman, one way, Washington to Bangor,

lower berth
upper berth

Pullman, Bangor to Boston, lower birth
$12.74
Coach, Boston to Washington
$12.49
Pullman, round trip, Washington to Bangor & return, lower berth
Coach, East Wind,
Washington to Bangor
Bangor to Washington
(This will require hotel at Bangor, both going and returning.
Reservation will be made for those requesting it.)
Truck.- Round trip, for transportation
(Lodging and meals en route will be at traveler’s expense; tourist
accommodations will probably be used, except at Bangor where
hotel reservations will be made for those requesting it.)

$34.56
$32.83
$25.23
$68.80
$19.83
$19.83

$17.50

TIME REQUIRED
The trip proper is from 8 A.M., Friday, August 23, to 8 P.M., Monday, September 9, or 18
calendar days. For those on a forty-hour week, such as Government workers, this will require 11
days annual leave.
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Time for transportation should be added, according to type used. Rail travel will require 2 days;
air travel 1 day; private car, whatever you make it. Use of the truck from Washington will
require 5 or 6 days.
The majority will probably use rail travel; for those the calendar days away from Washington, or
comparable distance, will be 20, leave days 13.
COSTS
As the trip is longer than those in recent years, the cost is correspondingly greater. (Last year 14
days cost $90.) Costs are computed on the basis of departure from Banger to after dinner (8
P.M.) at Millinocket. Total cost for the 18 days will be $118.00. (Those who wish to go by truck
should add $17.50 to payment.)
Checks should be sent to Miss Jean Stephenson, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 808 17th Street,
N.W., Washington 6, D.C. Reservations with $25.00 deposit should be sent immediately.
Cancellations will be accepted up to August 12 but as they necessitate change in arrangements at
camps, it is hope they will be made only because of unforeseen circumstances. The final balance
is payable August l5th.
M.H.A.—1946 Work Trip equipment-1. Compass--watch
2. Emergency food—Food Bag
3. Ax
4. Swim suit—ear plugs.
5. Meta—Inspirator—match case.
6. First Aid—Triangular Bandage—Band Aids.
7. Rain Hat -Poncho or rain shirt and pants.
8. Sweat band—goggles.
9. Corrected Maine Guidebook sheets in map case; sign list; trail work report; notebook; pen
10. Wool shirt--pants--wool socks—underwear--extra silk shirts, socks, handerchief
11. Fly Dope
I2. Shoe Grease
13. Pocket book—Guide license
14. Work trousers, shirt cotton underwear (2 sets)
Send in extra sweat band, goggles, cup, Notebook, MEASURING wheel,
Lean-to notices.
Send York’s: change socks, silk and wool, shirt, trousers, wool underwear.
Send Chadwicks change of shirt and pants, underwear
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July 2, 1946. Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Western Division, Maine Forest Service,
Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
Acknowledgment is made of your letter of June 28th, I have already taken the matter up with our
two Chief Wardens, John V. Wing and George Martin, in whose Districts the two sections of
trail lie which you have asked us to clean.
At the present time we are in a dangerous fire period which I hope will be of short duration. As
soon as the weather permits and we can spare the men we hope to commence the work. In the
meantime I will locate the long handled shears which you mentioned.
I will advise you when we start this work that you may arrange your plans accordingly.
Copy Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Heard
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July 2, 1946. Ludwig K. Moorehead, 90 Broad Street, New York 4, N.Y., to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have been very busy since getting back and my secretary is ill, hence the delay and the brevity
of this letter.
They don’t seem to know much about the A.T. at Harriman’s Pierce Pond Camps. I talked also
with the game warden Gray and a guide Morris Bean (?) from Sterling’s Camps. They all agree
that the storms of last fall and winter must have put a pile of blowdowns across your trail. The
guide said two young men (hikers) went through on it about a month—6 weeks ago. There are no
forestry patrols as there used to be on the East Branch.
I saw the spots and markers on the tote-road coming in. I was glad to see the restraint in size and
frequency of paint work as contrasted with the overuse of paint from the W. Branch to York’s
Camps. I went to your old trail back of the SW shore of Pierce Pond. It seemed O.K. there. The
Harrimans say the old trail ruined the fishing in High and Helen Ponds by making them
accessible from the W. to native fish-hogs, who camped there till they cleaned the ponds out,
practically.
I’m told there is a new motor road from Parlin Pond to Spencer Lake. They drove pulp out of
Spencer, down Dead R. this year.
Central Maine Pr. Co. has a private camp on Otter (S.) Pd., E. of Pierce, reached by motor road
which the A.T. follows, part way, in going to Pierce Pd.
The Harriman brothers are fine, intelligent men. We had a camp with water. toilet and electric
light! The lake is full of fish, but our best was only a 4 ¼ lb. salmon.
I am thinking of getting a $40.00 non-res. guide’s license later, and taking Barbara to Allagash
alone. Do you know Stobie.
P.S. My friend who went to Coffelos says the road to Telos is to be built this fall. He says it will
go just behind Steen’s (?) camp on Webster (2nd?).
July 3, 1946. Myron Avery to Miss Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia.
Dear Miss Hurd;
Thank you for your letter of June 26th. It arrived just as I am leaving for a short trip out of town,
hence this brief acknowledgment.
I suppose I should have known that a lady with the talent, discretion and diplomatic abilities of
the Editor of Appalachia would have appreciated the situation and made very sure that the
potential complications were avoided. It is. however, re-assuring to have definite word to that
effect.
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July 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
1 am supplementing my last note and enclose our prospectus for the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club work trip.
Appalachian Trucks, Inc., is quite an institution. It is the enterprise of the overseer of trails for
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. It will solve our transportation problems for the trip, which
are somewhat complicated.
We hear that there is an H & W operation and a new dirt road into Third West Branch Pond,
which crosses the Trail. I have Just heard of another auto road, from Parlin Pond to Spencer Lake.
The practice of lumber companies in building these roads certainly changes the character of the
Maine woods.
I am attending to one uncompleted item of your last letter. The metal A.T. signs were all used up,
but I have found two. Since you are anxious to replace the old ones, I have sent forward the last
two. If our plans for changing the Trail go through, we will need to change the posts. I hope you
have an opportunity to determine where the change should go around Katahdin Stream, so that
we can put it in this summer while our crowd is there.
We have turned funds over to the State for Trai1 work on Bigelow and Moxie Bald, and I am
waiting with interest to see how the experiment works out.
My friend Moorehead, who went to Pierce Pond for fishing, has written to me as follows: "My
friend who went to Coffeelos says the road to Telos is to be built this Fall. He says it will go Just
behind Steen's (?) Camp on Webster (?)." I assume you know all about this.
There is nothing much to say here, except that it is beginning to get really warm.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 5, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College.
Dear Will:
I have your letter of June 27th, which of course I have read with great interest.
I hardly know whether to say I am relieved to know it is not worse or surprised to learn what has
occurred on some sections. However, my experience last year on the tote-roads on the lower
slopes of Bigelow indicated what can happen on these lumber roads, where there is not a heavy
growth which will shade and kill off the young stuff. I certainly believe that if I was to locate
again, I would stay off these roads. They do have the advantage of providing a better footway
where they are not washed and when they are cleared.
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I am sending you a copy of the notice of our Maine trip. I hope that the flies will not be as bad as
on your trip, but since it seems to be an unusual year we can perhaps look forward to something.
I am wondering what we should do about the section around Surplus Pond. Do you think that we
should try to place a sign at both ends and announce in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS
that this section, like Sugarloaf, is closed. It looks like a Herculean task, but from your letter I
conclude that you do not consider it an insurmountable problem and with 1947 work it may not
be in too bad condition.
I am showing your letter to Vice-Chairman Heard and the editor of APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS, so they can determine what sort of an item to use in APPALACHIAN
TRAIL WAY NEWS. If you would like to solve the problem by writing it direct I know that
would be most satisfactory to Miss Stephenson.
The other matter would be signs to indicate a detour on Maine Highway 4 and crossing to Sandy
Stream Ponds. [sic, Avery often makes this mistake with the Sandy River Ponds.] These four
miles, while they avoid the highway, require a tremendous amount of labor. I wish I knew how
far it was along the highway. We might even consider permanently abandoning these four miles
and using the highway. It would add a day to maintenance possibilities on other sections.
After you have had a chance to recover, you might let me know what you think of my two
suggestions. If you can get up there again in the Fall, I may be able to join you.
I had expected the worst portion to be from Elephant down to Maine Highway 5.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
I appreciate your writing me about the Third West Branch Camps being sold. Miss Stephenson
told me she had word from you about this and had written to ask whether the camps would be
available for our trip or whether we would have to use the main camps,
I appreciate your efforts to try to help us get someone to clear the trail. We had intended to pay
what the Maine Forest Service pays for this work, rather than paying guides wages. We were told
that $5 a day was the going wage and that was what we intended to set. I can see, if you got some
outsider, that if he had to pay $4.00 a day for board that would not leave enough to be worth
while working for $9.00 a day is pretty steep for our budget. We could allow an additional $2.00,
making a total overall payment of $7.00 a day.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine.
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Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I really do not know how to attempt to answer your letter of June 26th. All I can say is that I
seem to have committed a blunder beyond the possibility of excuse or explanation. I have gone
back over your letters and cannot see how I arrived at such a conclusion. The fact is that
somehow I gathered the impression that the Way Guide and the first edition of the Hubbard
Guide were intended to fill in the gaps in my library and to complete my collection of those
Guides. I do not see how I could have been so stupid, especially as I should have known that in
all probability you would not have had, at the present time, duplicate copies of these books.
Such an erroneous impression I might have passed off except that with my methodical habits I
proceeded to annex these guides against the world by pasting in my book plates. I do not know
how to repair the damage but in view of your letter and your immediate need for the guides, I
will not hold the guides or make any effort at this time to hastily remove the plates. My thought
was (if I can be trusted again) to get the guides back from you and try to get the plates removed
by a process which will not injure the volumes.
I duly read both guides from cover to cover and was particularly interested in comparing the
second edition of Hubbard with the other one. I noted with interest the photographs which were
not reproduced in the later editions.
When I read again the 3rd paragraph of your letter of March 21st, with respect to your comment
on the Way guide, I appreciate the more my blunder in leaping to this unexplainable conclusion.
I have mailed the guides to you, insured mail.
I am all the more sorry because my absence from Washington has prevented an earlier reply to
your letter of June 28.
I was under the impression that there was also a copy of one of these maps, so if I have not made
amends for all of my appropriations, please tell me.
As for myself, I can only say that pressure of work has given me little opportunity for other
activities. We expect to have a work trip on the Trail in Maine in late August and early
September. I anticipate being retained in service for a few months longer.
I can offer no adequate explanation or make amends for this situation. I only hope you can let my
embarrassment constitute my full punishment, and not have me labelled as totally in disfavor.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 8, 1946. Fannie H. Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron:
Your letter and the books came yesterday, very safely and most acceptably.
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The professor who is working on my Father s writings and biography, is here now for a time and
we can use these to advantage. Indeed, the Way is a "must” as it is the fundamental map of the
region north of Moosehead, and as Father’s hunting was largely done there it is of prime
importance because made up or at least revised, from what Father told Mr. Way.
The Way map represents the Caucomgomoc country as Father and Philbrook knew it from many
months--including Philbrook's other trips--of such foot by foot acquaintance as perhaps no one
else could have given Way.
I am greatly obliged to you for the books, and as for the little error of timing the return, why say
anything about it? I know how to keep still, if you do.
Perhaps I told you I am going over all of Philbrook’s letters and copying them all, and I find
them interesting. It was he and Waldo Billings who named "Desolation". His letters tell how why
and when. The name was taken up and has stuck ever since. I see the Carlisle maps have
Desolation Pond.
By the way, should you know of anyone who wanted a set of these Carlisle maps of Maine,
county by county, I have a brand new set which I would sell at less than their price! Some of the
small counties are combined, so there are not the full sixteen maps.
I believe the latest topographicals have not yet got over to the Caucomgomoc Country. If they
have, in any part of it, I should like to know. I had all those printed up to the time my son died
three years ago, when they were into the lower Allagash region. What has happened since, I have
been unable to find out by telephone with Dakin's Store which sells them. I had a complete set of
all the topographicals of Maine, but it is hard to keep them in good shape for use.
I hope you will have a good vacation and such weather as will favor your work. We shall miss
Mr. Mellinger Henry this year. Last year he came to see me. I had known him by letter for years.
July 11, 1946. Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Hear
Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
In answer to yours of the 5th.
When I mentioned the No. 2 lumber camp, I meant the portable camp just this side of Third Pond
Camps, and is about ten minutes walk from 3rd. It is a portable camp, much tumbled down now;
it was used by the H & W about fifteen years ago; the new road crosses the Trail there, and as the
road machines move along, large trees and boulders are piled up either side; these will have to be
cleared away from the Trail.
Have been trying for some time to find a man to work for us, here, without success; if we can
manage it, we will get over the Trail and “bush” out as much as possible.
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I wrote in my last letter that we had sold 3rd Pond camps, which means the camps are out of our
hands; we can not use them any longer; I understand there will be a crew of men there soon.
Am returning the map, and as you suggested, have indicated where the new road goes.
July 13, 1946. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I am enclosing an up-to-date index of Maine maps. If there are any sets which you would like to
have, if you will indicate them we will be glad to arrange to forward them to you. The
Geological Survey has not done any work on the Allagash or the St. John since the war.
The name, “Desolation Pond”, has fascinated me and if it is the one in the St. John country, it is
one that I have always hoped to see. I shall be interested to know how it obtained its name. When
I was going to Bowdoin and worked for the Forest Service, another warden and I went from
Knowles Brook (above Northwest Branch) to St. Francis in forty-eight hours. We ran everything
on the river without a single carry. I hope to get back there, particularly since the Great northern
Road makes it easy to get into St. John Pond.
There is nothing to say about the situation here, except that it is more of the usual thing with very
little indication of slackening.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
July 14, 1946. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Friend Myron:
Well, after quite a long time I have found out about the Robinson Lumber Co. and where they
are cutting etc. as you requested. By contacting Viles Wing, Chief Fire Warden and Blackwell,
sub. chief and the watchman on Bigelow Mt. I have found Robinson is cutting down in the lower
Dead River Region and on Mt. Bigelow. But I am glad to report their work is not near the
Appalachian Trail, nor are any of the lumber roads. This information is from the above named
people. I have made the two signs, as requested about closing the Sugarloaf Mt. Trail and the
wardens will put them up very shortly.
Blackwell told me he would “see to it” that the sign at Oberton Stream was put up. I made two
for Oberton Stream. One to put up at the Rangeley Road—where the road turns off that goes in
to Redington Pond—and the other to put up down on the stream where the trail comes out by the
old camp and dam.
Of course the Bigelow Village sign will go up at Bigelow. Now—I am planning a Sugarloaf Mt.
trip in the near future. I plan to be on the trip at least 4 days—camping on the head waters of
Carrabassett River. I plan to take in Mt. Abram if weather permits. Plan to take about 4 boys
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with me. I will report on our trip and Trail conditions. I will work along the trail and do some
blazing and painting. Will write again shortly.
July 26, 1946. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
A group of four or six of us are planning on a work trip on the A.T. for the week-end of either
Aug. 11 or 25th. I am writing to Myron Avery checking where the greatest need is.
I was from Troutdale to Bigelow Village over Memorial Day weekend on a hike. The east side of
Bigelow Mt. from the Ledge House to the lookout was in very bad shape, practically impassable.
Avery was making arrangement to hire this section clear. If it has not been done, we can clear
that up or we can work between Bigelow and Oberton Stream over Sugarloaf.
When I left Winthrop three years ago, I sent all my trail equipment to you. I am now back in
Wilton to live. I wonder if you could send me a couple of bush cutters and a couple of weeders,
especially the cutters, and a quart of white paint. If you want them back I could return them to
you after the trip.
A party from here went over the Bates Outing Club section last year and found spots that was
getting in bad shape.
I do not care to take over my old sections at the present time but will give a week-end or two of
work.
July 26, 1946. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Am getting a group of 4 or 6 together for a week-end work trip either Aug. 11th or 25th.
In your letter of June 11th you spoke of hiring the work done to clear the trail from the Ledge
House to the top of Bigelow. Has this been cleared? If not we could take care of this.
We doubt if we could travel so far as Bodfish Farm to Daicey Pond in a week end and
accomplish much work. If Bigelow Mt. is taken care of, how about Bigelow Village to Oberton
Stream? This section was bad in places in 1945.
Am writing to Dr. Sawyer to borrow some of his tools. I sent all of mine to him when I left
Maine three years ago.
Undated, 1946. Elizabeth Beal to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Bradley, from Redington Pond Camps, just called at our house to say he and his boy had
been over the trail from the Camps to the Horn on Saddleback. He said they had no paint but
they cleared the trail and did some blazing so it should be perfectly clear through that section. He
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will be glad to do more later this summer—perhaps four or five of us from here could go over it
with him next month, if you would like. My vacation ends next week, but I shall be here
Saturdays and Sundays. I have some white paint also several brush cutters which belong to the
organization.
Mr. Bradley also said he had been several miles on the A.T. east of Redington on his way to
Caribou Pond. I’ve been trying to find some way to get in on a few days of the work trip. It
would have to be over a week-end but I do want to do some real work this year.
One of the fellows from Phillips is much interested in the A.T. He is just back from several years
in the service and would be a good man to do some work in this section. He was one of the group
who went to Caribou Pond.
I will try to give him what material I have and when you are in this section you might like to talk
with him—Hayden Fairbanks.
July 31, 1946. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 19, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of July 26th, saying that you are getting together a group of four or six for a
weekend work trip either August 11th or August 25th. That is very good news indeed. I am
delighted to know that the situation now permits your return to Appalachian Trail maintenance
with the same vigor and enthusiasm as you displayed when you mowed between Orbeton Stream
and Sugar-loaf.
I judge that you have received the schedule of our trip and know that we will be at Long Pond
the weekend of the 25th. We are trying very hard to make plans which will enable us to cover
with the two groups as scheduled the section between Bodfish Farm and Daicey Pond. My
problem is a competent leader for the group which will cover the terrain we worked in 1944.
The arrangements for clearing from the Ledge House to Bigelow Village and for mowing on
Moxie Bald are being carried out under the direction of the Forest Supervisor, Robert Hutton.
Apart from the fact that it would be good policy to distribute the talent, I consider it unwise to
schedule volunteer work in that section.
So, I suggest we leave Bigelow out. I am to be notified when the work is finished so that I can
inspect it to see how well this arrangement has worked out and what sort of a job has been done.
Since you ask, I feel at liberty to suggest the sections where you could work to greatest
advantage. These are:
1. Bald Mtn. Pond lean-to to Bodfish Farm.
2. Pierce Pond to Middle Carry Pond (there is a mile remaining around Middle Carry from 1945;
you saw this terrain.
3. Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream.
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I know that No. 3 would appeal to you particularly by reason of the work you did there before.
However, at the present time it is posted and publicized as “closed” trail. For this reason, I think
it would be smart policy to concentrate on the sections that are open but require work. For this
reason I would particularly urge that you take up No, 1 suggestion. Monson and Blanchard offer
convenient access and the sections on the dirt roads would need to be repainted by somebody
familiar with the system, such as yourself. It is particularly important where the Trail goes
through the towns and on the roads that the blazes be neat and well placed. I would think that this
would occupy your talent for the weekend and there are, as you know, the little Wilson Falls and
Big Wilson Falls trails which are painted blue. This section is the more important in that it would
join on to the work that we are able to do. I have been turning it over in my mind but I am unable
to see any arrangement for clearing it.
If you were to eliminate the Bald Pond Lean-to--Bodfish Farm link, you would have made
another contribution. Another year, since I assume that your interest will be continuing, you
could move in on Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream. That would be the more timely, since we
would be in Western Maine and as the Redington Pond Camp proprietor has cleared from
Orbeton stream to Saddleback.
I wish in going over any section that you would do two things of particular interest to me. These
are:
1. Watch for and repaint mile markers, making a note as to those you see in each section.
2. Check the Guidebook description.
As soon as you determine where you are going, I will send you extra copies of the Guidebook
pages so you can take them with you, write in any changes, etc.
I am going to try to get to you a consignment of paint and scrapers. If your trip occurs on the
11th, those may not arrive in time. For that reason, I am sending a copy of this letter to Dr.
Sawyer to ask if he will loan you paint, tools, etc., as you require them. We will replenish his
stock.
Also, perhaps we can work out arrangements to leave tools for you at some place in Maine after
our trip is over on the 8th of September, so that you can use them on future occasions. Have you
any suggestions other than Dryden? The party will be returning by the Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club truck from Millinocket.
We are having board signs made but I am afraid that the new ones for your area would probably
not be ready at the time of the trip. We could get them installed if they are ready by some of our
party since, when we are dropped off at Bodfish Farm, the rest have to go on to Yoke Ponds.
I hope very much that you will be able to take up the No. 1 suggestion of Bald Mt. Lean-to to
Bodfish Farm, since there is no area where you could accomplish more. I would also send you a
copy of the last Trail reports for this section so that you would know in advance just what would
be required. As I have pointed out, the Little Wilson Trail and Big Wilson Trail will require a
quart of blue paint. As far as I know, the situation with respect to Boarstone has not changed
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from that set out in the Guidebook and you would do nothing in the way of trying to renew the
trail. If they let you through, you could see how the blue blazes are and you could tell us of
conditions, etc.
If the paint does not arrive in time for your trip, it will be there for future occasions. A trip like
you are planning now would be of tremendous help to us on these Maine problems. Please let me
know what you decide to do so I can be governed accordingly.
P.S. You know that Lean-to at Moxie Bald can always use a little tar paper if it is available.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to

Mr. Sawyer
Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson

August 1, 1946. Myron Avery to Miss Betty Beal, Phillips, Maine.
Bear Betty:
When your note came, I wondered whether its size indicated that something had occurred to
some of my friends, a marriage, engagement, or a new arrival had come into the world. In any
event, it was a word of good tidings--in fact, quite the best I have had this summer as far as trail
conditions are concerned.
The picture has been rather discouraging. Will Sawyer found the growth on some of the B.O.C.
sections even worse than anticipated. From “C” Pond to Andover-B Hill Road may call for
complete relocation to avoid the extraordinary growth. The manpower on our trip to Maine has
not materialized quite to the extent that I had hoped this summer in order to cover the extensive
region.
Mr. Bradley’s interest is most encouraging. It fits into the work which Sawyer and his boys were
able to accomplish on Saddleback and takes in a section which I did not know how we could
reach. I feel that, for people inexperienced in marking, such as Mr. Bradley, it is far preferable to
try to limit their activities to clearing. I think that nothing would be more effective than if you
were able to make a trip with him and do some of the repainting. You might let me know before
August 15th how much white paint you have, whether you have brushes, scrapers, etc. We could
send what supplies you needed to you.
I am also very much interested to know of Hayden Fairbanks. I have asked the Trailway News
Editor to put him on the mailing list.
You know the reel on trail clearing gives a very good picture. If you were situated so that you
had access to a projector and could arrange for Fairbanks to see it, we would send the reels
according to your directions.
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I feel that if you were able to put in a weekend painting from Orbeton Stream west, you would
have made a real contribution this year.
I still have no solution for the section of The Appalachian Trail between Orbeton Stream and the
Spaulding Lean-to. I have had one of our workers at Stratton, Fred Hutchins, renew the signs to
go up at Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream, saying that that section of Trail is closed. If you
are at Orbeton Stream, you might check to see if the signs are in place.
I shall hope to hear that you have been able to go from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback and I will
be glad to have word from you as to whether there are any changes to be made in the Trail
description for that area and also conditions around the Poplar Ridge lean-to.
Since your letter bears on the B.0.C. problems, I have taken the liberty of sending a copy of this
reply to Will Sawyer. Since you will see him, you can tell him what you write me which will
make my reply to you more intelligible.
Please let me know as soon as you can where additional white paint and other materials should
be sent to you.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to

Mr. Sawyer
Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson with incoming letter

August 1, 1946. Myron Avery to C. W. Bradley, Redington Pond Camps, Rangeley, Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradley:
Miss Beal has written to us to say that she had a call from you and that you and your son have
been over the Trail from the Camps to the Horn on Saddleback. She said that you had reported
that you had been able to clear the Trail and did some axe blazing, so that it should be perfectly
clear. Miss Beal is familiar with our marking system and has some of the Trail paint. She writes
that she hopes to be in the area some weekend and have an opportunity to repaint the section
with you.
We are very glad indeed to know of your interest, as due to the war situation we are experiencing
considerable difficulty in reopening the section on each side of Orbeton Stream. Our efforts are
being devoted this year to the section in eastern Maine.
I arranged some time ago to have a copy of the Guidebook sent to you and to have your name
placed on the mailing list to receive copies of the publication of The Appalachian Trail
Conference. I presume that these duly arrived.
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We hope next year to be able to have a trip through the section of the country where you are
located. If you have any opportunity to make any further Trail trips or cover any of the route, we
shall he greatly obliged if you will let us know what you observe.
Again thanking you for your help in this connection, I am Very truly yours.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
Copy to Miss Beal, Miss Stephenson
August 1, 1946. Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your idea of using the car to work on the Trail using these camps as head-quarters is all right,
with us.
Changing the Trail is about the best way to fix it.
The Company is planning to cut all the black growth, over in that territory; so there will probably
be roads branching off the main Trail in to the graveled road.
The new road will be about three or four miles from B Pond.
August 5, 1946. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North
New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
We have been wondering how the summer has been going at West Carry Pond and whether
Louise still goes swimming and whether you annexed the tractor.
We are making plans now for our trip to eastern Maine.
One of the Trail Club members has purchased a truck and has gone into the business. As a side
line, he uses the truck for taking Club members to the mountains for hikes and for trail clearing.
He is bringing the truck to Maine, and we will use it for bringing the parties around and on the
trip to Katahdin. This solves our transportation problem and perhaps another year it would be the
way for handling Bigelow.
The Forest Service is supposed to do the reclearing on Bigelow. I am to be notified when the job
is done, so that I can get in there and take a look at it. As I have not heard, I suppose it has not
been finished and with this Katahdin trip, it may be so late in the fall that I will not have a chance
to get up.
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I suppose that there have been no more raccoons living off of your larder for this winter.
We shall look forward to hearing how things have gone this summer and whether you have had a
large crowd. I hope very much that Mr. Storey will find time from his road building to do the
Trail clearing and that the bill will come forward to us as usual.
We now expect to see you next summer.
With best regards from all of us.
P.S. If you have heard anything about the relationship of lumbering on Bates Ridge or on
Bigelow in connection with the Trail, we shall be glad to know.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
August 5, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have heard nothing from you of late, so I suppose that you are having an extremely busy season
at Katahdin.
There is very little change down here. I have gotten in a few trips in the Virginia mountains,
preparatory to being in Maine.
I have not heard whether the beavers are still on the Trail at Katahdin Stream but I think I wrote
you some time ago, saying that if you could scout out a change in the Trail, we would plan to cut,
mark and measure it on this trip.
Miss Stephenson wrote, I think, reserving Chimney Pond for an overnight excursion for this
crowd. With Grant's having his horses, it will be easy to get the sleeping bags and food in from
the end of the road. I do not know whether I told you that we were using the Trail Club truck
which will help on the transportation.
I had in mind that I would try to take a day to measure the Trail down into Northwest Basin. The
only problem may be getting back, as it will be a day later than the Trail Club party. You may be
interested in going along.
Also, I am bringing the wheel to give you the "Real dope" on the distance from the end of the
Roaring Brook Road to Chimney Pond. I shall be much mortified if this 3.3 m. turns out to be in
error. I thought I would let you know about the Northwest Basin possibility so that you could
bear it in mind and fit it into your program, if possible.
I presume that the last two of the highway signs which we have duly reached you.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out daring his absence.
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cc to Miss Stephenson
August 9, 1946. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The metal highway signs arrived OK. As I understand before, two signs are desirable for the
Hunt Trail as follows:
Appalachian Trail
Water falls
0.1 m.
Ledges
0.1 m.
←

Water Falls
Katahdin Stream
←

I intended to print them up myself but have been too busy with a mean fire on the West cant of
Wassataquoik Mtn. It is under control but not out, starting July 16th and burned approx. 500 acres,
--lightning fire.
There is a trail relocation now on the ground. Baxter Peak Cutoff at the Saddle Trail end was
shifted such that it now starts from the Saddle Trail at the Cathedral Trail Cutoff. The mountain
trails are fairly well cairned now, with only a few weak spots.
There has always been a confused trail condition around the North Peaks which I hope to
straighten out this September. The upper portion of the Cathedral Trail has been slightly
relocated, but no major change.
We are experiencing our load peak of tourists now. Chimney Pond had 80 people all under cover
last night! Also two newly weds climbed the Cathedral Trail to Baxter Peak; and the amazing
part of that was, on returning to Chimney Pond Ranger Robinson learned that the husband was
totally blind!
August 11, 1946. Ernest Maass, 52 West 87th Street, New York 24, N.Y., to Appalachian
Trail Conference. [Hand-written post card]
Dear Sirs:
In the interest of all hikers and friends of the Appalachian Trail I would like to draw your
attention to a poorly marked section, that is from Saddleback Mountain southwest to Route 4 in
Maine, near Rangeley. The trail is overgrown in many parts and blocked by fallen trunks. The
color markings on top of Saddleback are good. Would you please let me know what you can do?
I am writing a description of this region.
August 13, 1946. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
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I have your letter of August 5, and this will be a follow-up of last week’s letter.
We still have beaver trouble on the Katahdin Stream – Daisey Pond section which has been
corrected as much as practicable. I have spotted out a possible trail relocation which we can look
over when you arrive.
I had been planning a trip into the NW Basin with the idea of looking over that trail section
which I have never bee satisfied with. I didn’t realize you were planning to be at Katahdin and
your suggested trip ties in with my proposed schedule. I was to make the trip, to be in Chimney
Pond with your party, and then over to the NW Basin.
I was under the impression that the trail mileage to Chimney Pond was 3.3 miles, but that the
error in measuring was at Basin Ponds. I measured 1.98 m. to Basin Ponds and 1.33 m. from
there to Chimney Pond. Since this is an approach trail, it will be well to double check the
distances.
If your Trail crew can handle the job, there is a section of the Hunt Trail of about ½ to ¾ mile
from a point just above the Katahdin Stream bridge at 1.04 m. which needs to be cleared of low
bushes which are around knee height in places. The Park men have cleared the side and overhead
branches from the trail up to about the 2 mile mark from the Campground. These should be
cleared to timberline; however the Park Crew can finish this up next season. We don’t have any
machette or “swinging blades” to handle the low bushes that I mentioned above, although these
tools have been on order. It probably will be another season before we can do this type of
clearing.
I consider the need of rock cairns above timberline to be the most important of all the
maintenance, and not knowing your time allotment for Katahdin itself, we can determine what
should be accomplished this year when you arrive here.
August 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
I am just writing a brief note to say that I have your letter of 9 August, and the two requested
signs are being made. We will bring them with us or have them mailed directly to you.
We arrive at York’s, as per the enclosed schedule, on Tuesday, September 3rd. I hope your
situation will permit joining us so that we can relocate The Appalachian Trail on Katahdin
Stream the next day. The next two days would be devoted to Katahdin. I have written you as to
my hope to measure into the Northwest Basin, although this means an extra day. What time there
is left I hope to be able to get used in doing re-painting between the river and Katahdin.
Particularly am I anxious to get done the 1/2 mile near the summit. If we make good speed, we
can perhaps do the above-timberline stuff on our trip to Chimney Pond.
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I have noted with much interest the changes in trail. Miss Stephenson has asked me if she can
use your comments, of which 1 have told her generally, in the next Issue of Trailway News.
What she would like to insert is on the attached sheet. If she does not hear from you, she will
understand this is in order.
August 14, 1946.
REMINDERS FOR MAINE A. T. TRIP
1. August 22nd. East Wind arrives Portland 6:50 P.M. Standard time. Appalachian Trucks, Inc.,
truck parked in front (entrance) of station. Truck must leave immediately for non-stop run
(approximately 140 miles) to Bangor. Maine is on daylight time. Obtain dinner on East Wind.
No delay or stop at Portland.
2. Room reservations at Bangor (single beds) cared for by Miss Stephenson. Room your expense.
Leave call as needed for 7:30 A.M. (daylight) breakfast.
3. August 23rd. Breakfast at 7:30 A.M. (daylight) In view of the short time before leaving,
promptness is imperative. Table d'hote breakfast and packed lunch included in trip cost. Miss
Stephenson will see that lunches are delivered to truck; your responsibility to get yours at truck.
4. Take canteen.
5. Take sleeping bag for use at Katahdin (to be left in truck).
6. Take Guidebook maps 3, 3A, 5 and 6. Take Sections 1, 7, 3, 9, and 10 and Gulf
Hagas Trail data (both ways). Extra copies Map 3A, 5 & 6 supplied at meeting.
7. Take emergency food, matches, compass.
8. Leave Bangor 8:15 A.M. (daylight time) sharp. Drive via Maine Highway 15 via
Dover-Foxcroft, Guilford and Monson to Bodfish Farm ( m.;
Bodfish Farm is 11 m. from
Monson.) Truck drives app. 2 ½ m. farther to crossing of Mink Brook (see Map 6). Men work on
slope of Barren. Painters go to camp and prepare paint for next day. Use care to follow Dore's
trail with wire, to dam; avoid Seaboard Tote-road; stay together.
9. One party re-paint from A.T. Junction Dore’s tote-road south to Little Wilson Stream along
road. This means 3.9 m. on dirt roads Section 9, plus app. 1.8 m. on tote-road. Truck drives to
Little Wilson to pick up parties.
Second party paints A.T. for 1.3 m. in woods, including the side trails to Little Wilson Falls .3 m.
and Jim Whyte's Lookout .41 m. (both blue side trails). Mersch takes shears with Party 2. It is
suggested that markers, nails and a hammer be taken in truck to avoid necessity of bringing back
from Dore's. Mersch puts markers at all intersections, knocking off old markers.
Photographer accompanies Party 2, if desired.
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Ignore Boarstone side trail unless time permits trip on return; do not paint it. See p. 225. Fine
views.
On return, party paint blue-blazed trail to Slugundy Falls or leave can of blue paint to start next
day.
Both parties leave paint on return, where Trail goes up Barren.
Both parties return via truck from Little Wilson campground to place truck was left preceding
day. Truck not used again until West Branch Pond Camps are reached.
August 1946

M.H.A.—1946 Work Trip equipment--

1. Compass--watch
2. Money – Guide’s license
3. Food Bag--Emergency food
4. Axe
5. Pruning shears
6. Swim suit—ear plugs.
7. Bag Meta Tablets (spare bulb)—match case—inspirator—flashlight.
8. First aid packet--triangular bandage packet with extra bandaids.
9. Poncho—rain hat
10. Goggles—sweat band (take extra set).
11. Map cases (large and small)
12. Sign list, trail work reports, trail data, extra map, notebook, pencils, pen.
13. Wool shirt, wool pants, wool sock, wool underwear (in separate bag); extra silk socks, extra
handerchief.
14. Fly Dope
I5. Shoe Grease
16. Toilet kit, razor, scrub brush, folding scissors, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, shaving brush,
sharing paste, stiptic pencil, wash rag, razor blades, nail file (all in separate bag).
17. Cup
18. Work trousers, cotton shirt, set underwear, socks, leggings, wool socks, extra set underwear,
silk socks.
*****
19. Send to York’s –
Sleeping bag, measuring wheel, 1 day's “K’ Rations, shirt, trousers, extra silk socks, extra
wool socks, extra underwear.
[Undated] Charles Hazelhurst
REPORT ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL FROM EAST END NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO
CARATUNK, MAINE. AUGUST 19-29,1946.
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EAST END NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO POTTER'S ANTLERS CAMPS, LOWER JO MARY
LAKE
Nahmakanta Lake Camps are now operated by F. H. Schoppe, rate $5.30 per day. He is rehabilitating the old buildings and will have the camps in good condition by next Summer. The
lean-to at the east end of the lake is in good condition. From the lean-to to Mahar Campground
the trail is partly blocked by many scattered small trees as the result of an ice storm last Spring. It
is easily followed, however. From campground to Potter's Camps the trail is in good condition
except for a few blow-downs. The painting is good. In this, as in other sections, there are
occasional blind spots, caused by fallen trees, etc., and confused by animal trails leading away
from the trail route. Some of these I cleared, putting up markers where needed.
ANTLERS CAMPS TO BERRY'S CAMPS, YOKE PONDS.
Trail, tote road, and auto road all in good shape and well marked. Tote road is in use by logging
camp on side trail to Lower Jo Mary Mountain. Public camp site at Yoke Ponds is unimproved.
Would be a good place for lean-to, fireplace, etc. Berry's Camps are now operated by Keith
Skillen, young G.I. and his wife. Rate $6.00 per day. Camp was full when I was there, and I
occupied a cabin vacated by Mrs. Skillen's mother.
YOKE PONDS CAMPS TO THIRD WEST BRANCH POND
From Yoke Ponds to Pleasant River (3.25 m.) including side trail to Little Boardman Mt. this
section is in good condition. The Trail route up Pleasant River is much overgrown, and due to
the character of the growth, badly blazed. The ground blazing is good, when it can be found, and
should be maintained. Logan Brook crossing needs clearing and painting. Between Logan Brook
and Martin Conley Trail there is a beaver flowage; a few clipped branches on the south side
indicate the best route until AT is regained. Extensive logging is beginning at Third West B.P.,
the old camp here is being enlarged and another will be constructed nearby. Chadwick’s outlying
camp has been taken over by the lumbermen.
THIRD WEST B.P. TO LONG POND (PERHAMS’)
From Third W.B.P. to intersection with side trail to Chadwick's main camp the Trail is obscured
by the new logging road, gravel pit, etc. I was able, with some difficulty, to follow it, but no
doubt it will soon be impassible. The side trail to Chadwick's needs clearing and painting. The
Trail up White cap, and particularly the down trail passing the watchman's cabin is in good shape
except for a few blowdowns. At 9.56 m. the Trail could be shortened by a minor relocation thru
open woods. Hay Brook crossing much overgrown. The Hermitage did not open the past
summer; I forded Pleasant River at the camp without difficulty.
PERHAMS' LONG POND CAMPS TO BODFISH FARM
As this area was being cleared by the Maine A. T. Club at the time of my visit any comment by
me would be superfluous. There are no signs at Long Pond Stream and Bodfish Farm giving
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distance to Perham's. There are signs to Dore's Camps, but in view of the long side trail to this
camp I think for the benefit of the thru hiker more emphasis should be placed on reaching
Perham's, either by the side trail or the more circuitous Trail route.
At Bodfish Farm Don Drew is back from long service in Navy and Army and he has started a
small sawmill and expects to build camps and boats in this area. He got me a camp with stove,
blankets, and arranged for meals for me at the mill engineers house on my arrival after walking
thru heavy rain from Long Pond Stream. I think he will do as much for any hiker.
BODFISH FARM TO MONSON
No comment; at Monson I stayed comfortably at Mrs. Gray's, meals at the two restaurants.
MONSON TO BLANCHARD
Lost time at abandoned farm due to ambiguity of wording in guide book. Will see that no
wording capable of such misunderstanding gets in any trail directions I have any say about. Trail
overgrown in places.
At Blanchard, Ernest Garon, who has a small pulpwood contract has taken over the Decker place
and put me up comfortably overnight.
BLANCHARD TO TROUTDALE CABINS ( MOXIE POND )
This section, particularly over Moxie Bald is good with the exception of heavy alder growth at
Marble Brook and at west end of Bald Mt. Pond dam. The Moxie Bald Mt. lean-to has been
destroyed by fire. More cairns and painting are needed on granite ledges. The Trail down from
watchman's cabin is good, but ground blazing on rocks has been obliterated with brown paint.
Trail along Moxie Pond blocked by blow-downs in several places. Troutdale Cabins are closed;
it is reported they will reopen as a boys camp in 1947. I got a lift across the pond but no one was
in at Folsoms Camps. The Troutdale Cabins caretaker got me a camp nearby, turned on the bottle
gas and located a can of beans, so, I made out very well. The two problems presented by the
closing of Troutdale, namely crossing the pond and accommodations for the hiker should be
considered before another year rolls around.
MOXIE POND TO CARATUNK
This section is in good shape except for a few blow-downs. Caratunk now has bus service
operated by the Maine Central Rwy, leaving from The Forks and running via Caratunk to
Waterville and Portland. Ralph Sterling's hotel at Caratunk is open.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
LYME-DORCHESTER ROAD TO GLENCLIFF, NEW HAMPSHIRE
This section is blazed in typical scant D.O.C. fashion, but my daughter and I got thru without
difficulty. Cairns and rock blazing on the long summit of Mt. Cube should be renewed; doubt it
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could be followed in foggy weather. From MT. CUBE HOUSE we got thru without trouble by
trusting to sense of direction and the U.S.G.S. map.
August 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Ernest Maass, 52 West 87th Street, New York 24, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Mass:
We have received your post card from Rangeley addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
We appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in writing to us to report the conditions which you
found on Mt. Saddleback. It happens, however, that we are quite familiar with the situation in
this area and that it has been publicized and reported as an area where travel on the Trail is not
recommended--you will note this designation in January issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
This is the publication through which the Conference publicizes conditions on the Trail route.
We presume that if you are interested in the Trail in Maine you will have had a copy of Guide To
The Appalachian Trail in Maine, and if your name is on the mailing list you will have received
the last Supplement. We enclose it, however.
This section is cared for by the Bates Outing Club which, due to war curriculum, has been
obliged to suspend its annual maintenance trips. A trip undertaken this year could not possibly
eliminate the accumulated deficiencies of the war period. You have asked what we intend to do.
To the extent that interest and enthusiasm can be aroused, the Trail in Maine will be improved
and reconditioned. If you have the inclination and opportunity to assist, I am sure that Prof.
Sawyer (W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine) will welcome any clearing which
you may be in a position to do.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
August 22, 1946. C. A. Gooding to John W. Clark. [Hand-written]
2-Ethylhexanediol-1,3
The best insect repellent on the market. Price 60 cents per lb. F.O.B. Charleston West Va. In 55
gallon drums. L/C/L. Commonly sold as #612 in drug stores at 50 cents per 2 oz bottle.
Better than Dimethyl Phthlate. There are two others more effective but they are toxic and were
thrown out by the War Dept.
1 quart sample on the way. Where you are going must be buggy.
September 6, 1946. [Page from Sugarloaf Mt. register.][Hand-written. Note by Lawson Reeves.]
Arrived on top at 10:30 and found register open and log watersoaked and rotted. Unable to
remove in any decent condition so are substituting these few pages until the powers that be see
fit to replace the register log.
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1. 9/6/46. Kenneth Peel, Denver, Colorado. Fair day—misty in distance, slight wind. Walking
A.T. from Katahdin.
2. 9/6/46. Gordon Thomas, Glen Rock, New Jersey.
3. 9/7/46. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine. Clearing Trail. Cold, cloudy.
4. 9/7/46. Richard Jackman, Fayette, Me.
5. 7/17/47. R. Hodges, Carl D’Ambrose. New York.
September 10, 1946. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I wish to report on my work trip on the Bigelow Village – Oberton Stream Section last weekend.
Our group petered out at the last minute so that only two of us went, Richard Jackman, R.F.D.
Fayette, Me. and myself. Mr. Jackman was a very good trail worker and I hope he will be able to
accompany me again next year. I believe he would appreciate it a lot if you had one of the girls
drop him a card thanking him for his services. Since it was so late in the fall we thought it best
not to postpone the trip to a later weekend to obtain a larger group because of the danger of rain
and cold preventing a trip this fall.
We arrived at Bigelow just before dusk and hiked in to the shelter in the moonlight. This first
mile and three fourths to the shelter we did not paint. The paint blazes were very good anyway.
We saw the one mile marker but did not repaint it as the paint was in our pack, unopened.
There were two young men staying at the shelter who had met you and the work party in the
Bodfish neighborhood. They will send you a detailed report of their trip. They had climbed
Sugarloaf that day, Fri. Sept. 6 and were concluding their trip. Their names: Gordon V. Thomas,
Glen Rock, N.J. and Kenneth Peel, Denver, Colorado.
We started early Sat. morning for Sugarloaf. We painted this section good over to the timberline
on the west side of Sugarloaf, east to west. This whole distance of 5 ½ miles is in pretty good
condition. There has been enough mountain climbers up Sugarloaf to keep the trail open and
clear. We stopped at a couple places to clear out places that were a little blind but did not attempt
to do a thorough job.
The shelter at Sugarloaf is in good condition except that some of the splits had been torn off of
the overhanging roof in the front of the shelter. The fireplace, spring and grounds need work
done on them but nothing serious.
At near the six mile marker and continuing to near the seven-mile marker is the bad blow-down
section in the draw between Sugarloaf and Spaulding. This was pretty bad but no where near as
bad as when I opened it up after the hurricane damage. We cleared out the worst places and
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repainted it some, so that while this short distance is still bad it is open and no one should have
difficulty here if careful.
The metal register on Sugarloaf had been left open so that the tablet to register in was destroyed.
A new tablet and pencil is needed here. The boys from N.J. and Col. left a few sheets of paper in
the register but only our four names appear on it now.
The section around Spaulding to Spaulding Shelter is in excellent condition. We did not have
paint enough to do a thorough job but did repaint occasionally. The shelter at Spaulding is in
good condition. There is no evidence that it is ever used or that the trail is used here. The
grounds around the shelter needs some work, a fireplace, ditch dug to drain water away from
shelter, blow downs cleared etc., but all in all it is O.K.
The trail from Spaulding shelter to the proposed trail up Mt. Abram is excellent. The woods
roads from here to Orbeton Stream the trail is in fair condition. We stopped and cleared the worst
places and painted where it was worse. From the first old lumber camp yard at app. 9 ½ miles to
Oberton Stream the trail has been used quite extensively by fishermen who fish the Caribou
Valley Stream and this has kept it open. A few bad places, we cleared out and marked. The
raspberry bushes which were here have died out. A few fir, gray birch and gooseberry bushes are
springing up and the trail is filling in from the sides.
We saw all the mile markers except the 12 mile which we missed. We repainted all of them
except the 1 mile marker.
The signs at the old lumber camp at Oberton Stream are beginning to fade out and should be
replaced by 1948. There are no signs at either Sugarloaf or Spaulding shelters.
The old railroad bed which was passable across the bridge at Oberton Stream to Reddington
Pond Camps is grown up so that only a trail is there now.
All in all this section is in much better shape than I had been led to believe. There has been no
lumbering anywhere along the trail. There was no need to have closed this section and the signs
at each end should be taken down. The one bad place in the draw between Sugarloaf and
Spaulding is open sufficient now to permit travel.
I hope to get a work crew in there about Memorial Day next year. Six men could complete clear
this and paint it in both directions in one week end.
I talked with the Manager of Redington Pond Camps. He was formerly the warden on
Saddleback. He said he had cleared the trail from Oberton Stream to Saddleback but had no paint
with which to paint it. I can not vouch how good a job he did as I was not over that section.
Sorry I did not get more accomplished this fall but at least we have it open and know the actual
condition.
Copy to Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
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P. S. Please send me a few metal markers when these are available. Will only need a few.
September 10, 1946. John W. (“Jack”) Clark to Ed Melcher, Bingham, Maine.
[This is the first appearance of John W. Clark in this historical record. He went on to succeed
Avery as Overseer of the Trail for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, took over the Maine
Alpine Club’s maintenance of the Trail over Baldpate Mountain, and has been referred to as “A
One-Man Trail Crew”. His son and grandchildren became, and continue as M.A.T.C. Trail
Maintainers.]
Dear Ed:
Thanks for your note.
The way things are here, we have to go either the first week of October or the last. Your
information indicates that the first week would be preferable.
Ken said that there was a fellow in Bingham who hauled choppers for you for ten dollars a day
plus 10 cents a mile, and that if we gave him a couple of weeks notice he could arrange to haul
us. Since Ken is away this week, I wonder if I could bother you to make the arrangements for us.
By the way. What is the gentleman’s name?
We would like to drive to Bingham Thursday night, September 26th arriving quite late. Ken
thought the two of us could spend the night at the Warren Office. [Clark worked for the S.D.
Warren Company.] We will have our sleeping bags, etc. We would like to have the driver meet
us at the Warren Office at 6:00 A.M. on Friday, September 27th if this is not too early for him. He
will then drive through Greenville, north to the Public Campground just southwest of Katahdin
on the Greenville-Millinocket road and we will follow in our car. (Is a permit required to use this
road and to cross the Ripogenus Dam?) At the campground we will leave our car and get in his.
He will then drive us to Monson and a few miles north to Bodfish Farm at Bodfish Siding. We
will walk from there to where our car is parked at Katahdin.
I hope this does not make too much trouble for you.
Attached is a map.
P.S. If we don’t show up by spring you can send someone after us.
September 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Western Division,
Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I refer to your letter to me of July 2nd, in which you wrote that you would have in mind to let me
know when the Trail work on Bigelow is completed by the Forest Service, so that I could come
to Maine to check over the situation. We are anxious to see how the experiment works on the
ground. You may have had a chance to see some of the work yourself.
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I assume that you have the matter in mind, but as I have to make arrangements considerably in
advance, I thought I would write to ask if you could tell me how matters stood.
When the matter was taken up with Supervisor Rendall, it was informally agreed that, if the
procedure proved successful, it would be continued and perhaps amplified. I have in mind the
further possibility of doing work on White Cap and from Saddleback. Due to the fact that the
firetower was not in use, the Trail on White Cap (the Forest Service section) is badly overgrown.
As I see the situation, the major difficulty lies in the fact that your schedule will probably be
such that the Trail work would be done at the end of the season, perhaps in September. This has
the disadvantage of being too late to obtain the benefit of such work for the current hiking season.
On the other hand, to be most effective, the clearing should be done in July when the alders,
raspberry bushes and hardwood sprouts have started growing.
As perhaps you noticed from Trailway News, we had a work party on the Trail in Maine, using a
truck as a base. The new dirt road and the lumbering on the East Branch of Pleasant River have
necessitated shutting off that section. We have had a struggle for a number of years to keep up
with the lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range. We succeeded in clearing up the north end
which had been cut but now the Seaboard is back and is preparing to cut the rest of the Range.
This is a magnificent growth of spruce and fir and it is unfortunate that the Mountain crest could
not stay in public ownership, as it is an unusual example of this kind of forest growth.
When I returned to Washington, I realized that I could have seen you at Greenville. We
originally planned to base at Dore’s Camps but due to his accident and the closing of his camps
we stayed two nights at the Indian Hill Farm below Greenville. We were, of course, late in
getting in each night and might not have had an opportunity to have found you, in the event that I
had been a little more alert as to the situation.
If you will let me know how the work on Moxie and Bigelow has progressed so that I can make
my plans accordingly, I will very much appreciate it.
We have had your name added to our Appalachian Trail Conference mailing list and by way of
checking, I would like to know if you have received a copy of the 1941 issue of the Maine
Guidebook.
Dictated by Captain Avrey but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to Mr. Raymond Rendall
Mr. W. H. Sawyer
September 16, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have returned to Washington and I am struggling with the accumulation of office work as well
as the records and necessary work resulting from our trip.
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First, in order to keep my credit good, I am sending to you under separate cover three Katahdin
Reprints and the 1945 Supplement to the Maine Guide which I borrowed from you. The reprints
have copies of Maps 3A and 3B. My thought in sending the extra copies was to permit you to
have some available for any checking which you can do in the field.
I also thought it would be advisable to send to you a number of the obsolete edition of the
Katahdin Map so that you could indicate any changes or corrections readily on these extra copies,
particularly in the north area when your trip takes you to those localities.
On the last day I went up the slide and to the top of O-J-I by the Worthington-Knickerbocker
route. I will send you a copy of a letter which I am writing to them, making some inquiries in
connection with the Trail description.
I am also enclosing check for $10.00 from the Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to
cover the purchase of further Kodachrome for your use in taking duplicate pictures for our
collection. We have received, as you know, the Dawson black and white slides taken in 1916.
Unfortunately, they are 4 x 4 and require a special projector which we have just obtained. The
contrast between the 1916 and 1946 slides is most interesting. If you are ever where you would
have a 4 x 4 projector, we would send them to you. The best type of talk on Katahdin involves
working in the old slides.
If you drive in on the Greenville-Millinocket Road at any time and have the opportunity, I hope
you will get the view from the road which shows Mullen so prominently. This will complement
the view taken from that direction.
I expect to have a redrawing of the Katahdin Map worked on during the winter. I want to put it
out on a larger scale than before to make for easier reading. However, until I can make my
projected trip north of Katahdin and do the checking in that area, I would only issue the new
edition in a preliminary blueprint phase. It is certainly of tremendous help to have you bear these
matters in mind and make these corrections for us. When the work gets under way, I will let you
know.
I am writing the Northern to see if I can get someone to plot the Debsconeag Road. If you ever
look it over, will you please bear in mind to get the mileage?
Our party climbed Doubletop and Sentinel after I left. It has occurred to me that, with the
increasing amount of travel here, you might want some signs made to indicate these trails. I think
the data must be on the old Katahdin sign list which I prepared. I have thought of bringing that
up to date at some time, omitting the trails which are within the A.M.C. cognizance.
As you know, our Guides and Reprints are for sale at Katahdin Stream. It occurred to me that
perhaps the Ranger at Chimney Pond, when the map is revised, might want to carry a stock for
sale. We could make an appropriate exhibit and the Reprints net twenty cents profit each and the
Guide fifty cents. During the course of the season, this might make a handy sum for the Ranger
or whoever is over in the area.
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Due to the rather involved arrangement of bolts and bolt holes, we have thought that the best
method of replacing the sign on the summit would be to have another board made which would
be bolted over the existing sign.
We ran out of brown paint on the last 200 yards from the summit and there are too many white
paint blazes visible from the Monument. I think that the practice of putting blazes on the tops of
cairns makes them over conspicuous on a clear day and the best combination would be cairns
plus blazes on flat rocks. In any event, the over-marking next to the Monument assures people
starting on the right route and we have to remember that there was the Donn Fendlar incident
with excellent chances of it being repeated.
Have you ever thought of trying to write an article for publication on your Katahdin wildlife
work along the order of your most interesting talk? Miss Stephenson is on the Appalachia
Committee and we could provide stenographic assistance if you originally wrote it out in long
hand. If you were ever to be in this locality, it would, of course, be much easier to dictate
something. I feel that you have a story which would be of tremendous interest.
The Saddle Cut-off is .1 m. shorter and we played a very mean trick on a bear that we started up
while measuring it in sending him running up the rock slope to the summit. I don’t know where
he disappeared.
I also have in mind that we should renew the sign at Katahdin Stream within the next year or two.
I have also sent to you a couple of our lean-to signs which might be useful on the Hunt Spur
Lean-to. Someone cut out the last one.
I am afraid that there is nothing left for us now but the drive of work for the rest of the year. We
certainly had a great time at Katahdin and enjoyed tremendously the presence of yourself and
Mrs. Dyer. Please extend to her the best regards of her Washington acquaintances.
1 do not know whether Robinson has a Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, so I have sent
one to him. That will make it available at Chimney Pond.
Enclosures (sent under separate cover):
3 Katahdin Reprints with Maps 3A and 3B
1 Supplement – 1945
2 lean-to signs with galvanized brads
check for $10.00
{Copy in Katahdin file.}
September 16, 1946. John W. Clark to Roy V. Weldon, Spruce Wood Dept., [Great
Northern Paper Co.] 6 State Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Weldon:
My wife and I are planning to walk from, near Monson to Mt. Katahdin following the route of the old
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Maine to Georgia trail the first week in Oct. We plan to drive our car from Greenville to the campsite at the
foot of Katahdin on the Greenville Millinocket road, on the 27th of September. A gentleman in another car
will follow us. We will leave our car at the campsite and he will drive us back to Monson.
I wish to get a permit to use the Great Northern road, crossing Ripogenus for two cars going north and one
returning south on September 27th.
We will reach our car at Ktahdin and plan to return somewhere between the second and sixth of October
and would like a permit for one car going south at this time. Ken Burns suggested that I contact you to
secure the permits.
September 16, 1946. Dictated for J. S. items on trip to Maine. Copy Maine A.T. file.
This is the narrative of the Trail work accomplished—the contribution to Maine’s Trail system.
Then came the reward--a week at Katahdin. So, from Third West Branch Pond by the familiar
Greenville-Millinocket Road, The Appalachian Trail Conference “Truck-Trail-ClearingExpedition" reached Daicey Pond.
Katahdin news and developments are always of interest to Appalachian Mountain Club members.
Since 1946 represented the first post-war year and indicates the future trend at Katahdin,
developments are reported in some detail.
First, as to supervision and facilities. Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer, who had risen from a
private to Lieutenant in the Mountaineering Troops, returned in January and resumed his duties.
He resides in the log cabin at the west end of the Katahdin Stream Campground. Ranger Pitman
was on duty as usual at Katahdin Stream. At Chimney Pond a Millinocket resident, Clark
Robinson, acted as Ranger. The familiar Dudley Cabin had been repaired and renovated and
served as Clark Robinson's personal residence. Gone were the days when, with Dudley as host, a
dozen or more would be packed into this scanty structure. Two of the older lean-tos at Chimney
Pond had disappeared. The present lean-to capacity is _____. The so-called Baxter Park Camp
was in operation. Its interior had been remodeled on the familiar A.M.C. hut plan, with the
central room and two bunk rooms. Each bunk room has twelve cots. Bedding is not available.
Large parties are preferred in the use of the cabin, for which there is a charge of fifty cents per
person. The ravages of the birch bronze borer and the spruce bud worm have supplied a new
wood supply on Saddle Brook. Each party provides its own wood, as at Katahdin Stream. Leanto charges are twenty-five cents in each locality.
The wild life survey at Katahdin has not been completed and the usual problems of a wild life
sanctuary have developed at Katahdin. Bear are raiding camps and as in the National Parks, the
nightly trip to see the feeding bear at the old Foster Campground has become almost a standard
feature. Beaver necessitated trail changes. The route of The Appalachian Trail between Grassy
Pond and Katahdin Stream Campsite was relocated, as selected by Supervisor Dyer. This
relocation had been necessitated by unusual ingenuity of beaver which had tunneled under a
bend in Katahdin Stream so as to divert its unusually clear water down the old tote-road which
served as The Appalachian Trail route. Unless Katahdin Stream again changes course and brings
the beaver back, the new route cures the previously existing difficulties.
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Two days were devoted to the mountain with Supervisor and Mrs. Dyer as guests of the party.
Jack Grant has returned to the Depot Campsite at Avalanche Brook and pack horses are $5.00 a
trip. Woodworth’s Camps furnish automobile transportation from Millinocket.
The pattern as to arrangements and developments in 1946 appears one which will be continued
through 1947. The hope of the Baxter authorities is that the next Maine legislature will recognize
the need for appropriations in excess of the existing $3,000 and will make available sums to
provide necessary facilities. The number of Katahdin visitors was back to the pre-war level.
Chimney Pond again was the favored route of approach. The Appalachian Trail Conference
register at the summit indicated _____visitors.
There were other changes in trails, apart from the relocation of The Appalachian Trail between
Grassy Pond and Katahdin Stream. Supervisor Dyer intensified the marking on the North Peaks
Trail by cairn building, so as to make its southern terminus definite at Hamlin Peak. The Saddle
Cut-off has been relocated and shortened, as have the upper forks of the Cathedral Trail. The
Supervisor has in mind the relocation of some of the unsatisfactory portions of the Northwest
Basin Trail which crosses the much publicized "Disappearing Pond".
The location by the Trail Crew was made in an extremely dry year and the features of this
persisting body of water were not fully appreciated at the time. Of greatest interest is the
phenomenon resulting from the marking of the blue and yellow A.M.C. trails on The Tableland.
The weather conditions have near obliterated many blazes, particularly on the Saddle Cut-off,
but in some manner the lichens for an extensive area on the rocks where these blazes were
painted have died. Thus, the bare portion of the rock remains as the location of the trail route.
The explanation is difficult. The dead area extends uniformly around the blaze as if some
element in the paint had contaminated and killed the lichens for a definite distance. It is not a
situation of merely a dead area beneath the paint blaze. Some indications of this phenomenon
were noticed a few years ago but the effects have extended materially in the past three years. The
point of interest is how far the distinctive effect of the paint will extend and whether there is
some element in the colored paint used that causes this curious condition.
This phenomenon appears only to a very minor degree on The Appalachian Trail where the paint
is Titanium Oxide. Perhaps some chemist can indicate that this curious significance is a result of
the composition of the colored paint. If the effect continues, it may necessitate a revision of trail
marking methods. This combination of semi-obliterated blazes on the A.M.C. trails with the
surrounding ring of bare rock is intensified by a practice where the color of the trail was changed
by painting over and the presence of excessive and ill-made blazes. This phenomenon has caused
considerable inquiry and our paint crew, which renewed The Appalachian Trail blazes from the
Penobscot River to the summit of Katahdin were asked whether the rocks ware “wire-brushed”
as an explanation for the dead lichens.
Road encirclement of Katahdin becomes seemingly more inevitable. The Eastern Manufacturing
operations now have extended the gravel road to the McCarty Camp on Trout Brook where a
largo depot camp is building. Branch gravel roads lead toward Telos and Webster Lakes. These
will make available to automobile travel what had hitherto been an almost inaccessible portion of
Maine. Thus, with the seemingly inevitable building of a few miles, visitors may soon boast of
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being able to drive around Katahdin--Maine's roadless mountain--the same as trail parties have
circumnavigated Mt. Rainier in the west and Katahdin on foot.
Weathering has left its mark also on the above timber line signs and, until the traveler above
timber line appreciates the significance of the lichen dead patches on rocks as trail markers,
difficulty is experienced in adverse weather conditions in following these routes.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club 1946 Expedition Truck

September 16, 1946. Marion Park to Mrs. Fred Pitman, Katahdin Stream Campsite
Dear Mrs. Pitman:
As you know, I used to write to Mrs. O'Connell in connection with our Maine Guides. I was
unable to be on our Maine trip this year and, therefore, did not have an opportunity to see you
and talk over natters of mutual interest, I understand that our people who were on the trip did not
have an opportunity to talk to you but they were told that you were out of Maine Guides and
Katahdin Reprints, and accordingly I have sent to you under separate cover a dozen of the
Katahdin Reprints with the new maps Nos. 3A and 3B and three more Maine Guides with map
cases. You will remember that the map cases are not sold separately from the Maine Guide. The
Katahdin Reprints with the two maps are sold for fifty cents and you remit thirty cents to us; the
Maine Guides with the map case sell for $2.50 and you remit $2.00 to us.
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We hope soon to be able to send you a framed copy of the map to be used as an exhibit to attract
attention to its availability and to increase the sale of Guidebooks and Reprints.
You should tell each purchaser of the Guidebook that if he wants to automatically receive
supplements and be kept up to date, he should write The Appalachian Trail Conference, give the
number of the Guide and the fact that he purchased it. This will result in any purchaser having
his Guide keep up to date.
{Copy M.H.A., J.S.}
September 16, 1946. Marion Park to Mrs. E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mrs. York:
On his return to Washington, Captain Avery told me of his discussion with you with respect to
having available Katahdin Reprints and the Maine Guide for sale. Knowing that you had in the
recreation room this show case, we had thought for a number of years that it would be a
convenience to have these guides to meet the inquiries of your guests. Accordingly, I have sent
them to you under separate package. They include one dozen Katahdin Reprints (inserted are the
copies of the new Maine Maps 3A and 3B). These Reprints, together with the maps, we sell for
fifty cents.
I realize that you will have more use for the Reprints than for the Maine Guide but for the sake of
completeness, 1 thought that you should have three Maine Guides. I have enclosed these,
together with three map cases. We do not sell the map cases separately from the Maine Guide.
The cost of the Maine Guide and the map case is $2.50. You will notice in the front of the
Guides that we have an annual Supplement and some revised pages. We will have a Supplement
next year and we will see that copies are sent to you so that you can keep the books current.
The price of the Reprints to be remitted to us is thirty cents each and for the Maine Guide $2.00.
I think that the best arrangement would be to make remittances as we renew your supply. I will
keep the records here.
It also seemed to me that it might be a convenience to have a little sign mounted on a block
which you could put in the show case. I have typed one for the time being but as soon as I can
get someone to print it, I will have it made and send it forward.
I am wondering if the framed map which we sent reached you.
You should tell the purchaser of the Maine Guide that if he wants to automatically receive
supplements and be kept up to date, he should write to The Appalachian Trail Conference, give
the number of the Guide and the fact that he has purchased it. This will insure anyone having his
Guide kept up to date.
My health has not been good enough for me to participate on the trips to Maine for the past
couple of years. While I am much better than I was this time last year, I still have not been in any
shape to get out on the Trail and don't know when I will be able to do extensive hiking again.
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{Copy M.H.A., J.S.}
September 17, 1946. Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Sir:
We have just completed work on the Appalachian Trail on Bald Mountain which was under the
direction of our Chief Warden, Geo. Martin.
It will be some time later this fall before we can get at the other job around Mt. Bigelow due to
the scarcity of local labor.
September 19, 1946. Myron Avery to Mr. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company,
Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cook:
A letter from me to you certainly goes back to the pre-war day. You will remember that, in the
past, you were very helpful in furnishing to us information which we incorporated in our Guide
to The Appalachian Trail in Maine and particularly the Katahdin section. It was my impression
that we sent to you a copy of the loose leaf 1941 edition.
You will remember that we tried to keep up to date a map of the Katahdin section. I have been
told that the Northern has put in a new road to Debsconeag. I do not know whether this road will
come on our map. I am anxious to check the situation, so I thought I would write to ask if you
could let me know where the road goes off. If there is any information as to the distance of the
road from the forks going to Chimney Pond and Katahdin Stream respectively, and its length, it
would help greatly. I am sending two copies of this map, with the thought that you would be in a
position to refer the matter to the department which could furnish the necessary information. Due
to the lapse of time and the war situation, I am not sure whether this would be a matter within
your cognizance.
I should be most appreciative of any assistance which you could render to us in this connection.
We know that the Northern cut quite a few roads in T. 4 R. 11 and our map in this area is
probably very inadequate. If you could tell me where I might apply for a Northern township map
of T. 4 R. 11 and T. 5 R. 11, it would help us bring this section up to date.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy Katahdin}
September 19, 1946. Myron Avery to John W. Worthington, 112 Pinckney Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.
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Dear Mr. Worthington:
I have intended to write you for a very considerable period of time. I do not believe that our trails
have crossed since that very pleasant meeting at Boston with Ned Draper. I hope to repeat this in
the not too distant future.
In the first instance, I should have written you to compliment you upon your usually very
scholarly dissertation on Thoreau’s route to Katahdin which appeared in the last Appalachia. It
will be of great interest to me on some winter's evening to dig out the original sources and study
in detail your analysis. It is a little curious that the application of Thoreau's name to the mountain,
Thoreau Spring, should be an area which Thoreau did not reach and where there is no Thoreau
connection. Incidentally, the plack [plaque] has come out and Park Supervisor Dyer has removed
it for refastening.
The next thing is, strange as it may seem, I made my initial trip to Katahdin Iron Works in
connection with our Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip. Having reread your treatise on
Katahdin Iron Works, I felt very familiar with the locality.
I am now coming to a matter of interest to you. The last day of our Maine Appalachian Trail
Club trip (we spent a week at Katahdin), I investigated the handiwork of Mr. Knickerbocker and
yourself. That is, the O-J-I slide. I pushed the wheel up the slide to the very summit of O-J-I and
left a note in a cairn (glass bottle) reposing in the spruce on the summit. I am enclosing the trail
description which I intend to issue next spring as a revised page of the Katahdin Guide. I will be
very glad to have your comment. In view of your further item in Appalachia as to the former and
present slides on 0-J-I, I have thought it desirable to revise the nomenclature and add the
explanatory note.
I have one point of difficulty. I measured up the middle of the three prongs of the North Slide. I
came down the less difficult overgrown southern prong of the North Slide. I do not think this was
your route. I gathered that near the top of the middle prong, you took a right fork to reach the
highest point on the slide.
My further difficulty lay in my inability to locate the boulder. I was not clear as to which wash
was involved and searched around without success the both. If either you or Mr. Knickerbocker
are going back to that area, I would think that some indication of the boulder location would be
advantageous. In any event, I would like very much to be sure that my description is accurate.
I am, accordingly, enclosing an additional carbon of this letter and of the trail description with
the thought that you would pass it on to Mr. Knickerbocker. I did not have time to measure the
trail to the foot of the south slide, so that description is generalized only.
These slabs of granite are certainly most impressive and one does feel from the top of 0-J-I that it
is just a step into the Klondike.
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I shall be glad indeed to have the benefit of your usual most accurate editing and I do hope to
clear up the problem of the location of the boulder. I saw one north of the wash but it was a small
grayish boulder which I do not think could be the one referred to.
I am also sending a copy of this letter to the Baxter Park Custodian, Harold Dyer, in order that he
may have available the measurements in question.
{Copy Dyer, File Katahdin, File Maine}

September 19,1946. Myron Avery to Engineering Department, Seaboard Pulp and Paper
Company, Bucksport, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
From time to time prior to the War, we have had some correspondence with your officials in
connection with The Appalachian Trail route. This Trail, which is a route for walkers from
Maine to Georgia, extends the length of the Barren-Chairback Range. Prior to the War, your
Company had engaged in extensive lumber operations in that area and in 1943 and this year
Appalachian Trail Club work parties made trips to the area to restore the Trail route following
the lumbering.
Your operations apparently extended south, as far as the Trail was concerned, to Third Mountain
and this year we restored the route in that area.
We were advised that the Seaboard Pulp and Paper Company had been sold and that its interest
in the area was transferred. We also learned that a new gravel road was being built from long
Pond Stream.
The Trail route over the Barren-Chairbaek Range appears on Map No. 6, of which two copies are
enclosed. We are endeavoring to revise this map and we wish to make contact with the
Engineering Department of the Company which is carrying on the present lumber operations and
building the road.
Due to the war situation, I am completely out of touch with the matter. Consequently, I have
written this general letter of inquiry. I had hoped that it would be possible to have the new road
plotted on the map with the designation of the location of the new camps.
It would also be of great help to us in connection with Trail maintenance if we could learn what
lumber operations are contemplated and how they may affect the crest of the mountain from
Third Mountain south to Barren Ledges. We realize also that the data with respect to the
abandoned Seaboard lumber camp, the tote-road of 1940-41 and the tractor road are not
accurately located.
If this inquiry and the maps can be referred to the department or company which is in a position
to deal with these inquiries, we shall be very appreciative of the situation.
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I should also like to inquire whether this road past Third West Branch Pond has been given any
particular name, as we should like to refer to it correctly in our Guide to The Appalachian Trail
in Maine.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy in Katahdin Guidebook}
September 19, 1946. Marion Park to Mrs. E. E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North
New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Storey:
Since the party that went on the trip to Maine this year has returned to Washington, we are trying
to get our Maine affairs straightened out for another year. As I am Treasurer of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and am working on my accounts, I noticed that we had not received the
bill from you people this year for Trail work. We hope very much that Mr. Storey has been able
to do some work on the Trail to help us, and I thought I would write to ask that we have his bill
so we can make payment of it.
As soon as I get so that I do not have to have a particular diet, I am going to spend several weeks
at your Camp, for I always remember the very pleasant stays we had there and what excellent
food you serve. I hope I will be able to catch some of the togue which you prepare so deliciously
When I come up.
I had a very pleasant cruise on the Great Lakes this year and also spent two very nice weeks at
lakes on the western border of Pennsylvania. Much to my surprise, I lost weight instead of
gaining, as I had expected to.
I shall look forward to hearing from you and will remit at once on receipt of Mr. Storey’s bill.
Maine Trip—1946
Received:
12 at $118.00
$1,416.00
1 at $50 (Mersch)
50.00
Less refund 3 for 2 nights
Transportation:
1 Washington to Bangor & ret.
3 To Millinocket
Expended:
Miscellaneous supplies
Bangor, breakfast, Aug. 23

$1,466.00
30.00
$1,436.00
17.50
10.00

$1,463.50

6.38
19.25
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Indian Hill Farm
Perham’s (including transport. 10)
Chadwicks
Berrys
Chimney Pond
Jack Grant for packing
York’s
Truck 2,176 miles @ 18¢

96.35
401.00
188.75
5.00
6.50
20.00
374.00
$1,117.23
391.68

1,508.91

Excess of expenses over receipts $45.41
September 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Drew, Bodfish Farm, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Drew:
Bill Mersch told me of his meeting with you and his conversation when we were working on the
Trail on the slope of Barren. We did not get beyond Barren Ledge before we had to move around
to Perham’s Camps. On that side we cleared through the lumbered area down to Perham’s side
trail. I imagine there is quite a bit of down timber between Barren Ledges and Perham’s side trail
which we did not see. There was a bad blowdown area on the top of the ridge near the Ledges.
We replaced a number of the signs but I found too late the one for Bodfish Farm. I have sent it to
you under separate cover and I am wondering if you would nail it to the telephone pole at the
Farm. This will complete the signs in that area.
I am afraid that the lumbering is going to leave the Trail on Barren in a very bad way. I would
appreciate greatly your letting me know during the winter if the operations on Barron reach up
toward the Trail.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy sign folder}
September 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box &49, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Lawson:
I found your letter when I returned to Washington after the Maine trip. You will see a detailed
account of our trip in Trailway News. I will not go into it in too much detail here.
Hoping that your activities would cover the Monson area, we repainted back to the side trail
going down to Little Wilson Cliffs and painted the two blue trails. I thought this would save
you considerable work if you came there.
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The lumbering operations on Barren-Chairback are continuing but we were able to clear up all in
the lumbered area. The present complication is the big operation and the new road into the East
Branch of Pleasant River.
I have not had any final report from the Forest Service as to the clearing which was to be done
under our contract on Mt. Bigelow. I want to check the work and if I hear that it was done,
I will probably make a flying trip to Bigelow.
I was not at all surprised that you returned to your favorite section. We will do better than you
have suggested by writing a letter to Jackman and we are having a guidebook sent to him. I
understand that you have one of your own.
I am sorry indeed to learn that somebody left the register open so as to destroy the Sugarloaf
record. We will obtain a new booklet to put in there but the problem is how to get it in. Perhaps
the best thing would be to send it to you when you make your expected trip next spring. I did not
think that, in view of our publicity, there would be any use of the Trail between Sugarloaf and
Orbeton Stream. I am surprised indeed that the wood roads from Spaulding to Orbeton Stream
are in fair condition. I remember these as having a dense growth of spruce and fir and I had
thought that it would probably require mowing. It is a surprise to know that the raspberry bushes
are out.
I am glad indeed that you took such pains to repaint all of the mile markers. They are a hobby of
mine.
We have signs for Orbeton Stream and the lean-tos. They have not been put up because the
section was blanked off.
I am indeed surprised at what you report of the general overall good condition. This seems to be
one instance of where things are better than we had expected.
You do not indicate how well you are supplied with paint and whether you would need any more
for your expedition over Memorial Day. I would think that you ought to have at least five or six
quarts of white. I am arranging to have sent to you a supply of metal markers and nails. I would
suggest that you make a point next year of knocking off all of the faded markers and seeing that
the new A.T. markers are placed at all intersections and at occasional intervals along the Trail.
We had heard of the activity of the Manager of the Redington Pond Camps. That was also
encouraging. I feel that people who are not familiar with our painting technique are apt not to do
a very good job in that connection. For that reason, we had hoped that we might to able to get the
section from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback painted by more experienced people and rely on the
Manager of the Camps for needed clearing.
I certainly hope that your Memorial Day expedition materializes. If so, we can knock down the
signs which are supposed to be put up indicating that this section is closed to travel and will
make an appropriate announcement in Trailway News. Your letter to me arrived too late for use
in this issue of Trailway News. Based on what you have accomplished and your Memorial Day
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excursion, we will announce in Trailway News that this area has been re-opened and will
announce accordingly in the supplement. Since we have to preclude travel to the White CapYoke Ponds section, it will be fortunate to avoid having two closed areas in Maine.
I take it that you are well enough supplied with tools. If you will let me know the paint situation,
we can send you what you may require in that connection. I am also sending to you at this time
four cloth lean-to signs to be installed with the galvanized iron brads at Sugarloaf and Spaulding.
I will check on the board sign situation and see what is available here. You will note nailed to the
back of the tree where the long proposed side trail to Abraham leads off some signs which were
intended as replacements but were never put up.
I think that the transportation situation will improve and since you have definitely taken back this
section, I feel that one of our problems in Maine is definitely solved.
Miss Beal, who lives in Phillips, had indicated the possibility of a work trip to paint from
Orbeton Stream to Saddleback. I am asking Will Sawyer to pass on to her a copy of your letter
and a copy of this reply, with the hope that she will be able to organize a painting expedition so
that, with the help of the fire warden, the area between Bigelow Village and Saddleback will be
in good condition for travel next year.
I note what you say about the overgrown condition of the old railroad grade. I suppose you went
down it. I wonder what the Manager of the Camps uses to get to the trail from his camps, the
road or that old blue-blazed trail.
We will send all the material in one separate envelope.
A game warden in Kingfield, Earland Winter, did considerable work on the Sugarloaf section
two years ago. Fred Hutchins of Stratton occasionally gets in some work. I thought it would be
of help to have them know of what you have accomplished and accordingly I have sent them a
copy of your letter.
As soon as the accumulation of work permits, I will check the situation on the signs for the
Orbeton Stream-Bigelow area and try to get them into your hands. It seems to me that much
depends on the success of your Memorial Day excursion.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
P.S. I am sending under separate cover signs 190, 191, 192, 192A, 192B, 193, 194 and 195. Sign
196 was apparently not made and I have the impression that signs 199 and 200 were sent
somewhere. Later note: Signs 199 and 200 apparently were sent elsewhere. Sign 196 being made
by Pryor.
September 21, 1946. John W. Clark to Ed Melcher, S.D. Warren Co., Bingham, Maine.
Dear Ed:
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Due to a change of plans here at the Mill, I have to take my vacation a week later. This means
that we will reach Bingham the evening of Friday, Oct. 4th and would like Joe Brochu (spelling?)
to pick us up at 6:00 A.M. on Saturday, Oct. 5th. Can this be arranged?
I’ve bothered you so much about this that by this time I imagine you wish I’d be sensible and
stay home and sit by the fire.
September 23, 1946. Jean Stephenson. Maine Appalachian Trail work party.
This is the narrative of the Trail work accomplished — the contribution to Maine’s trail system.
These trips of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club are becoming annual affairs, with those from
clubs that use trails contributing vacation periods to the labor of trail maintenance. This trip
varied the program of previous years by focusing attention on sections known to need work,
rather than covering a contiguous length of The Appalachian Trail. Such a procedure was made
feasible by another innovation— the availability of a stake body truck of Appalachian Trucks,
Inc., piloted by the General Manager of that corporation, P.A.T.C. Supervisor of Trails C. F.
Mersch. The truck carried paint, tools, boards for signs, equipment of all kinds. It served as the
essential means of shifting the party from one area to another. Thus work was done in the
Monson area, then there was a swing around to Katahdin Iron Works, following which the White
Cap and Barren-Chairback ranges were circumnavigated by the truck to West Branch Ponds. The
truck was parked at a suitable point; workers walked in to the sporting camp serving as the base
for work in that area, carrying the equipment and supplies needed there. When that area was
finished, a small party would walk through to the next section to be worked, renewing blazes and
doing incidental work, while the others returned to the truck and were shifted to the next point of
attack— some section known to need attention.
Two days were devoted to re-blazing from Little Wilson Falls to Long Pond Stream and to
clearing from Long Pond Stream to Barren Ledges. Incidentally, Little Wilson Falls deserves to
be better known. It is a beautiful cataract dropping 57 feet in a slate canyon in an unusual forest
setting.
Next, the situation created by lumbering and the bronze birch borer on the north end of the
Barren-Chairback Range received attention. From Fourth Mountain north to Long Pond Camps
was blazed and the Trail re-established through the slash areas on Columbus Mountain. (At last
the origin of this name was determined—the Columbus Lumber Company.) A new development
of much concern to trail maintainers has occurred in Maine. The bronze birch borer has caused
as much havoc as lumbering! Once magnificent birches on the lower slopes of the Range in two
short years have become tottering bare poles, if not already fallen. Those familiar with the Maine
forests can hardly appreciate, until they see it, the devastation of a few years, where the beautiful
silver, white and yellow birch, so characteristic of the Maine woods, are a thing of the past.
[Note: The bronze birch borer, Agrilus anxius, was actually a secondary agent of the widespread
death of white and yellow birch tree that progressed from New Brunswick to New York. The
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primary cause was an extended drought, which weakened the trees and made them susceptible to
the insect. “Silver” birch, Betula pendula, does not exist in the Maine forest.]
Opening and marking access points on the Gulf Hagas Trail afforded the party an opportunity to
visit this outstanding scenic feature, where, for 3 ½ miles, the West Branch of Pleasant River
makes its way through a narrow slate canyon, over a succession of waterfalls, rapids, and
whirlpools. If Gulf Hagas was in the Austrian Tyrol, many Americans would cross the ocean to
visit it; as it is in Maine, and fairly accessible from sporting camps, probably only a score of
persons visit it each year.
Bad spots in the White Cap section were cleared and The Appalachian Trail was re-blazed from
the West Branch of Pleasant River to the side trail to First West Branch Pond. An extensive new
lumber operation on the East Branch of Pleasant River has necessitated the closing of the Trail
from this point to Yoke Ponds. Signs were erected and suitable “detours” marked.
Then came the reward--a week at Katahdin. So, from Third West Branch Pond by the familiar
Greenville-Millinocket Road, The Appalachian Trail Conference “Truck-Trail-ClearingExpedition" reached Daicey Pond.
Katahdin news and developments are always of interest to Appalachian Mountain Club members.
Since 1946 represented the first post-war year and indicates the future trend at Katahdin,
developments are reported in some detail.
First, as to supervision and facilities. Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer, who had risen from a
private to Lieutenant in the Mountaineering Troops, returned in January and resumed his duties.
He resides in the log cabin at the west end of the Katahdin Stream Campground. Ranger Pitman
was on duty as usual at Katahdin Stream. At Chimney Pond a Millinocket resident, Ralph
Robinson, acted as Ranger. The familiar Dudley Cabin had been repaired and renovated and
served as Ralph Robinson's personal residence. Gone were the days when, with Dudley as host, a
dozen or more would be packed into this scanty structure. Two of the older lean-tos at Chimney
Pond had disappeared. The present lean-to capacity is five structures. The so-called Baxter Park
Camp was in operation for the first time. Its interior had been remodeled on the familiar A.M.C.
hut plan, with the central room and two bunk rooms, each with twelve bunks. Bedding is not
available. Large parties are given preference in the use of the cabin, with a charge of fifty cents
per person per night. The ravages of the birch bronze borer and the spruce bud worm have
furnished a new source of wood supply on Saddle Brook. Each party provides its own wood, as
at Katahdin Stream. Lean-to charges are twenty-five cents in both localities.
The pattern as to arrangements and developments in 1946 appears one which will be continued
through 1947. The hope of the Baxter authorities is that the next Maine Legislature will
recognize the need for appropriations in excess of the existing $3,000 and will make available
money to provide necessary facilities. The number of Katahdin visitors was back to the pre-war
level. Chimney Pond again was the favored route of approach. The Appalachian Trail
Conference register at the summit indicated 1908 visitors this year, up to September 5th.
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Jack Grant has returned to the Depot Campsite at Avalanche Brook and pack horses are $5.00 a
trip. Woodworth's Camps furnish automobile transportation from Millinocket.
The wild life survey at Katahdin has not been completed. The usual problems of a Wildlife
Sanctuary have developed. Bear are raiding camps and as in the National Parks, the nightly trip
to see the feeding bear at the old Foster Campground has become almost a standard feature.
The route of The Appalachian Trail between Grassy Pond and Katahdin Stream Campsite was
relocated, as selected by Supervisor Dyer. This relocation had been necessitated by unusual
ingenuity of beaver which had tunneled under a bend in Katahdin Stream so as to divert its
remarkably clear water down the old tote-road which served as The Appalachian Trail route.
There were other changes in trails. Supervisor Dyer intensified the marking on the North Peaks
Trail by cairn building, so as to make its southern terminus definite at Hamlin Peak. The Saddle
Cut-off has been relocated and shortened, as have the upper forks of the Cathedral Trail. The
Supervisor has in mind the relocation of some of the unsatisfactory portions of the Northwest
Basin Trail which crosses the much publicized "Disappearing Pond". The location by the Trail
Crew was made in an extremely dry year and the features of this persisting body of water were
not fully appreciated at the time.
Of greatest interest is the phenomenon resulting from the marking of the blue and yellow A.M.C.
trails on The Tableland. Weather conditions have near obliterated many blazes, particularly on
the Saddle Cut-off but in some manner, the lichens are dead over an extensive area on the rocks
where these blazes had been painted. Thus, the bare portion of the rock remains as the indication
of the trail route. The explanation is difficult. It is not a situation of merely a dead area beneath
the paint blazes. The dead area extends uniformly around the blaze as if some element in the
paint had contaminated and killed the lichens over a definite distance. It is not a situation of
merely a dead area beneath the paint blaze. Some indications of this were noticed a few years
ago but the effects have extended materially in the past three years. The point of interest is how
far the deleterious effect of the paint will extend and whether there is some element in the
colored paint used that causes this result. This phenomenon appears only to a very minor degree
on The Appalachian Trail where the paint is Titanium Oxide. Some chemist may perhaps
determine that this curious occurrence is the result of the composition of the colored paint. If this
result continues, it may necessitate a revision of trail marking methods. This combination of
semi-obliterated blazes with the surrounding ring of bare rock on the A.M.C. trails is intensified
where the color of the trail marking was changed by painting over and the presence of excessivesized and odd-shaped or unshaped blazes. This phenomenon has caused considerable inquiry.
Our paint crew, which renewed The Appalachian Trail blazes from the Penobscot River to the
summit of Katahdin was asked whether the rocks were “wire-brushed” as an explanation for the
dead lichens.
Weathering has left its marks also on the above-timber line signs and, until the traveler above
timber line appreciates the significance as a trail marker of the lichen-bare and bleached patches
on rocks, difficulty is experienced in adverse weather conditions in following trails on the
mountain.
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Road encirclement of Katahdin becomes seemingly more inevitable. The Eastern Corporation
operations now have extended the gravel road a distance of 16 ½ miles from the Penobscot East
Branch to the McCarty Camp on Trout Brook, where a large depot camp is building. Branch
gravel roads lead toward Telos and Webster Lakes. These will make available to automobile
travel what had hitherto been an almost inaccessible portion of Maine. Thus, with the seemingly
inevitable building of a few miles, visitors may soon boast of being able to drive around
Katahdin--Maine's roadless mountain--the same as trail parties have circumnavigated on foot Mt.
Rainier in the west and Katahdin in the east.
September 23, 1946. Myron Avery to William Dore, Greenville Hospital, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
We were all extremely sorry to learn of your accident. Apart from the pain and suffering which it
caused you, we were disappointed to miss our expected very pleasant stay at your Camps.
As Harry Davis probably told you, we stayed for two nights at the Indian Hill Farm at Greenville
and made out quite well. Then we took the truck around to Katahdin Iron Works, spending two
extra days at Perhams and going ahead with the schedule.
We were in Greenville on one of these nights and if we had known that you were at the hospital
at Greenville, we would certainly have called to see you. From the telegrams, etc., I understood
that you were at Guilford. We had made arrangements to stop there when we drove around
through Guilford from Katahdin Iron Works. We stopped at Harry Davis’ that morning and then
Mrs. Davis explained to us that you were at Greenville, not Guilford. We thought that we had
correctly understood the situation in the first place. This explains why we missed you.
I think that we obtained all of the signs which were at the Camps, although there were a couple
missing on the Gulf Hagas trails. If you ever find them, you might let us know.
On your end we recleared the trail up to Barren Ledges. On the other end of it, we remedied all
of the difficulties from Perham’s Camps down to Perham’s side trail. The growth after the
lumbering was terrific and we certainly appreciate the work you did for us in 1943. Without it we
could never have found the route. We were able to pick up the old trail and relocate it back over
Monument Knob, as we planned, without any difficulty. I am afraid that the operations this
winter will leave things in a very bad way and I shall be much relieved when the lumbering is a
thing of the past and we will not have to be continually fixing it up.
We spent one day in Gulf Hagas. We did quite a bit of clipping and cutting going over to the
West Branch. As you know, the alders were bent down into the Trail and it was very bad next to
the river. The whole thing needs repainting.
I hope that we will be back another year and that we can do some clearing in Gulf Hagas proper.
It would not take too much work now to make the route from Long Pond to the West Branch a
fairly good trail, due to the clipping which we did on the way through.
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Due to the new road by Chadwick’s camps on the East Branch, we are going to have to mark the
section of Trail between White Cap and Berry's Camps as closed. The lumbering in there will be
almost as bad as on the Barren-Chairback Range.
We will appreciate very much your letting us know what happens in the way of the lumbering
operations getting up to the Trail and we hope that you will soon be back out of the hospital and
out at your Camps again. We will look forward to seeing you there another year.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
September 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Elizabeth Beal, Phillips, Maine.
Dear Betty:
It really seems as if we have reached a turn in the road in western Maine. This chapter
commenced when you wrote me about the activity of the Manager of Redington Pond Camps. I
am enclosing a copy of the letter about the Sugarloaf-Spaulding section written by Lawson
Reeves. I am also sending a carbon of my reply.
What I am leading up to is to suggest that your interest in the section be directed toward trying to
organize a repainting expedition from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback. I have forgotten what you
have in the way of supplies and equipment but if my suggestion sounds feasible and you do not
have on hand any supplies, let me know and we will send in material against the hoped-for
excursion.
You will read of our Maine trip in Trailway News. It was varied and we covered a lot of territory.
The problem is still lumbering.
P.S. If you get into the area, please let me know the condition of the board signs. I enclose a page
which shows where they should be.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
September 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Richard Jackman, R. F. D., Fayette, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jackman:
Lawson Reeves has written me of your trip over the Mt. Sugarloaf-Spaulding section. Because of
the hurricane difficulty and the subsequent blowdowns, we had closed this section to travel.
I was very agreeably surprised to hear from Lawson that the section was in much better shape
than we had ever anticipated.
Lawson tells me that he hopes to polish off the work on Memorial Day.
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We thought that it might be of considerable interest to you to have one of the Maine Guidebooks
which would show the entire situation and be a souvenir of your trip, and accordingly one has
gone forward to you under separate cover, together with the last three issues of Trailway News,
which tells the story of Trail conditions generally. Mr. Reeves said that you were of tremendous
help to him on this expedition and we are very appreciative of what you have done to help
overcome the damage to the Trail in Maine due to the war situation.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to Mr. Reeves, Miss Stephenson
September 23, 1946. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Marion Park. [Hand written]
My dear Miss Park: I hope that our Outing Club will resume trail maintenance activities with the
opening of college next week. Our supply of tools and paint is low due to the fact that I sent part
of this equipment to Lawson Reeves a month ago. Would it be possible for your to have
forwarded to me four of the double-edged bush cutters, four of the long-handled shears, and
about six cans of paint? Thank you for your attention to this matter.
September 24, 1946. Jean Stephenson to George C. Martin, Caratunk, Maine.
Dear Mr. Martin:
You will have noticed from Appalachian Trailway News, which is sent to you, that we report
trail conditions in Maine in considerable detail. Captain Avery has just advised me that Forest
Service Supervisor Robert Hutton has written that your crew had completed the Trail work under
the arrangements between the Appalachian Trail Conference and the Maine Forest Service on
Moxie Bald.
I wanted to put an item about this in Trailway News, so I am writing to ask if you will tell me
how much of the Trail was covered. I assume that it began at Moxie Pond and went to the
firetower and went down east at least to the lean-to.
I am also wondering whether anything was done about the low wire on the east side of Moxie
Pond across the Trail which many travelers complain of.
I would also like to know how far east your territory extends and whether it reaches to Blanchard
and whose territory borders yours on the east.
If you know of anything that occurred in the Kennebec region around the Trail route, I would be
glad to report it in Trailway News.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope for your convenience in sending me this information.
September 24, 1946. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Western Division,
Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Hutton:
Thank you for your letter telling me that Chief Fire Warden Martin's crew has completed the
work over Moxie Bald Mountain but that the Bigelow work has not yet been finished, due to
local labor shortages.
I assume that you will have in mind to let me know when the Bigelow work is completed and, if
it is not too late in the season, I will arrange my trip to check over the situation. If the work is
finished too late in the fall, I will make the trip in the spring of 1947 as soon as snow conditions
permit.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy Rendall, Heard, Sawyer, Reeves}
September 24, 1946. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
Further to my recent letter. You spoke of the need for pencils for the Katahdin Register. We are
trying to locate short pencils with chains. 1 understand they were available recently at the Five
and Ten Cent Store but they seem to be out of them at the present time. When we secure them,
we will send them to you.
Recently I was looking over some of the very early Katahdin maps. XI noticed that the A.M.C.
trail used in 1916, cut from Katahdin Lake, which I think was cut by Madison Tracy, ran close to
the southern end of the Sandy Stream Pond and up into the Great Basin. Have you ever found
any trace of it? There might be some indication between Roaring Brook and the Pond. It would
be interesting to retrace the route. With a camp at Sandy Stream Pond, it might be an interesting
substitute or alternative for the gullied tote-road from the automobile terminus.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
September 25, 1946. Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Typed copy of
original]
Dear Myron:
I received your letter and the enclosed letter telling me about Mr. Reeves’ trip up into Sugarloaf
region and read same with much interest. Now, from inquiries from lumbermen who had
travelled the Sugarloaf trail, I did wonder a bit why signs should be put up closing the trails thru
the Sugarloaf region - because these lumber cruisers told me the trail was in pretty fair condition.
However, I did make two signs - closing the trail thru from Bigelow Station to Orbeton Stream
and visa versa – and Herbert Blackwell, one of our forest fire Wardens – put the signs up for me
quite some weeks ago. I am glad to read that Mr. Reeves found this trail in fair condition.
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I made a trip to Cranberry Peak on Bigelow Mtn. a while ago on the blue trail. I done
considerable axe work going and coming and I had two boys with me who helped. I did not get
on to the white blazes, however - we planned to get to the Horns but ran into heavy fog and rain.
So we came back. I am very very sorry to learn that the cover on the bronze register on Sugarloaf
was left off and that the names disappeared. I think leaving the cover off one of these registers is
about the most careless and lack of common sense of anything I can think of. That is just plain
dumb - whether by a lumberjack or by a member of Appalachian Club.
As you remember I went up there to the summit and anchored the register and copied names into
the book of members of the Club. I done considerable work on the summit to get the register up
there and the anchor painted. I also repainted all the way down the ledges into the woods. I did
not camp in the lean-to because at the time of my trip it was occupied, by 4 or 5 lumberjacks. I
made camp on the headwaters of the Carrabasset River and in an ideal camping spot. Here I am
right now planning another trip onto Sugarloaf in the near future and I am taking boys who will
be glad to help me do some work on the trail, where the most work is needed - in between
Bigelow Village and Horns Pond and from Horns Pond to the fire station. I met a young man just
recently in Stratton who had just come down from Mt. Bigelow. He was from Montreal. Had a
fine camping outfit too on his back. He said the Trail to Bigelow Village was bad. Well, if I can
possibly get to it, I want to go over that and also I have quite a number of the metal markers. I
have signs also that go along the Orbeton-Sugarloaf section. I have a weed cutter - also a pr. of
pruning shears.
I will admit that I have just had no chance to get away to do hardly any mountain climbing for 3
years. 1 certainly would like to get up on to our trails but I am terribly busy every day, even
Sundays. If anybody gets up into the Sugarloaf and Spaulding area, they can get the signs at my
house. When I get up to Sugarloaf - and I am going - I will see to it that a new book is put into
the register and I will anchor a plain sign there, asking people who may go up to Sugarloaf to
please remember to put the cover on.
Thanks a lot for the letter from Mr. Reeves, also your letter. I’ll write you again shortly.
September 25, 1946. Myron Avery to Operating Department, Hollingsworth and Whitney
Paper Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
Since I am rather out of touch with local conditions in Maine, I am addressing this
communication to your Company generally, with the request that the letter be forwarded to the
Department which can furnish specific information in the matter.
I am writing in connection with my capacity as Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference.
As you may be aware, The Appalachian Trail is a trail for walkers, extending from Maine to
Georgia. It is described in the enclosed leaflet. Some 266 miles of this Trail are across Maine and
for this section the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has issued a 600-page Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. Maintenance of this route has suffered materially through the War
and in 1946 when Trail maintenance activities were resumed, we were informed that extensive

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

150

operations had been begun by your Company, together with road building in the East Branch of
Pleasant River. As indicated on the enclosed map, the Trail route from Kokadjo-B Pond Road at
Yoke Ponds extends south to the East Branch of Pleasant River. It generally follows the course
of that stream and of Logan Brook to Third West Branch Pond where the route then turns south
up the north slope of White Cap.
We found in 1946 that a wide gravel road was under construction from the Frenchtown Road
near Chadwick's garage, passing south of Third West Branch Pond, and that the road had been
completed as far as Logan Brook. The road obliterated some sections of the pre-existing Trail
and the course of lumber operations will undoubtedly have a further effect on the route. In view
of the inability to obtain information locally, we are endeavoring to ascertain, in order to know
the effect on the Trail route, how far east these operations will extend and their probable period.
Our map does not indicate the township lines but I had thought that perhaps your Operating
Department could indicate the area which would be cut over and the extent of the gravel road.
We wish to make corrections to the guidebook and the maps and for that reason I am
endeavoring to make contact with your department which could furnish accurate and detailed
information as to the extent of these operations and the length of time that they will be in
progress.
I may say that, by reason of the lumber operations, we have posted notices on the Kokadjo-B
Pond Road and at the West Branch Ponds that the trail route is closed, due to the uncertainty of
the interference by these operations with the route.
We shall be very much obliged if those in your organization who are familiar with the matter
could furnish detailed information so that we may know the extent to which the trail route will be
cut over and where further roads in this area will lead.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
Note to Miss Stephenson:
I wish you would request all trip participants to turn in their copies of the White Cap and the
Barren-Chairback maps. M.H.A.
September 26, 1946. Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am planning to use your article on the Photographers of Katahdin in the December issue of
Appalachia. Before sending it to the printer I wish to have you look over the editorial changes.
Same of these seem necessary and others are a matter of taste. I enclose the manuscript and hope
that you will be able to send it back to me within ten days.
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This seems to be an admirable time to use this account, since we have no other material
concerning Katahdin and very little historical matter.
May I add that Ronald Gower has not seen this article, nor was the editing done by one of his
friends.
It is always a pleasure to use your material and I trust that the deadline I have set will not make it
impossible.
September 27, 1946. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Marion Park. [Handwritten]
Dear Miss Park:
Received your most welcome letter a few days ago and as I know you will be looking for a reply
I will try and answer, altho it will be short and sweet.
We have been so busy that we both get so tired that our bed looks mighty good to us so nine
o’clock is midnight here. I get so tired that I get nauseated so I have to go to bed. When I tell you
that to date we’ve had over 150 people here you can imagine that we haven’t had any idle time.
We have had just 10 days since May 24th that we haven’t had some one here—some week-ends
I’d hardly get the beds made up fresh before the next party came.
I am sorry to say that Elwyn hasn’t had a minute to do anything on the trail so there will be no
bill. We were over to Jerome once this summer with a party and found the trail very good other
than a few bushes which we cleared as we went along. The water at the point where the beaver
were is very low and such a mess. The wardens blew the beaver house and the dams and taken
care of the carcasses so other than a few mud holes the lean-to is in fair condition.
About a month ago there were two young men through here, they said the trail, was, in general
very good. They started in at Katahdin, they told me they were going to send Mt. Avery a letter
on their trip. One’s name was Kenneth Peel of Denver Colorado, and Gordon Thomas of Glen
Rock, N.J. They hadn’t shaved I guess since they started for they looked as if they were from the
House of David.
We had a call from a New York man and wife asking for reservation for one night. They failed to
appear as it rained, so we decided they had staid over at East Carry but the next day we got a call
from the Ledge Hours that they had arrived there safely. They got off the trail some where near
the head of the pond for we were over across shortly after that and we saw their tracks so we
figured that it must be after they left the lumber camps. They said they stayed on the east side of
Round Top so evidently they went up over and down the other side and must have struck the trail
for they came out O.K. But to me I can’t understand where they could have got off the trail for
the trail is very good from here to the camps.
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Glad to hear you had such a nice trip on your Lakes voyage. Surely would be glad to have you
come to camp, then perhaps I’d join you on a diet for I am so tired that my tummy is acting up so
I am trying to be careful altho not on a strict diet for I can’t work on “slop”.
Sunday P.M.
I will try and finish this up as every one leaves camp early tomorrow and I want the mail to go
too.
Please tell Mr. Avery that as I have been no farther than the garden hardly this summer I do not
know much about the lumber operation on Bigelow but will try and find out from the fire warden
what goes on up there altho I think they are west of the Parsons Trail.
I routed those boys up that way owing to the bad conditions over Little Bigelow as I had not
heard that the trail had been entirely cleared.
I thoroughly enjoyed “The Islanders”. I hear a man in New Hampshire has a book out but do not
know the name of it.
Regards to all and good luck to you on a speedy recovery.
September 28, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Will:
Your letter of September 23, sent to Miss Park, brought my intention to write to you to the point
of execution.
I have sent to you copies of some letters which I have written which indicated to you what we
were able to accomplish and failed to accomplish in Maine. Miss Park has been ill and
necessarily inactive in Conference affairs. I have been away and the assistant secretary who dealt
with the mail handed me your letter of September 23rd today.
I am proceeding to arrange to get supplies to you as fast as possible. I will send a good supply of
paint and nails. I will also send some of the scrapers which are used on the bark before painting.
These will need to be sharpened. We will include some of the "brown" paint which you will need
to eliminate old blazes and in cutting down excessive-sized blazes. If you have a paint carrier
longitudinal in shape, you can set into it two cans of paint so that one person can operate as
required. If not, one has to work with the "brown out" painter coming along behind the white
painters. The ratio would be about two whites to one brown. Incidentally, what we try to get at in
the brown paint is a neutralizing color so that the old blaze becomes obscured. It has required
some mixing to get an effective camouflage and sometimes we have to add a cheap white in
order to get a better neutral tone.
I would recommend knocking off all old markers and renewing them in toto as needed.
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It happens that we have a box of six Lively Lad weeders which we can send at once. Do you
have any extra blades? The trouble with renewing the blades is that the screw in the head never
gets put in again as tight as before so that when the weeder is used as a blasting out tool it is less
effective.
As an indulgence to me, I hope you would issue orders to repaint all mile markers and have a
record kept of numbers that are missing.
The problem of the shears is difficult. They have not resumed manufacture of the long-handled
types. We have no new shears. I have two of my own used in Maine for the first time, which I
could send you. We have been obliged to buy locally less satisfactory shears. On this point you
might let me know how many you have on hand and see what you can find in the local hardware
stores. I don't know when we are going to be able to get any new long-handled shears and the
P.A.T.C. has nursed along its supply.
I will begin to get this stuff sent out to you during the coming week.
This disposes of your letter of September 23rd and now I will come to what I was going to write
to you about. I had hoped to get up into Maine some week-end and talk to you. If you have in
mind any date for Trail work trips, you might let me know your thought and I could see whether
it would be better to try to be in Maine before or after your trip.
I have been thinking about your major problems and studying the U.S. G.S. maps, Rangeley,
Oquossoc and Old Speck, which you have. That 4 miles between Maine Highway 4 and Sandy
River Ponds would seem to require a terrific amount of labor which could be used to better
advantage elsewhere. What would you think of putting your blazes across the Ponds to the
Highway and putting a sign at the crossing and again on Maine Highway 4 opposite the Four
Ponds tote-road to the effect that the route had been temporarily detoured - follow the highway
for 4 miles? This raises the question of whether it is worthwhile to attempt to keep these
uninteresting four miles in the route or whether the detour should be made permanent.
The major problem is of course what you are going to do between C Pond and the Andover-B
Hill Road. You suggested relocation. You remember that the original route did turn off from
Mountain Brook and climb over a spur of Spruce Mountain and down to Surplus Pond. It was a
brute of a climb and we cut it out. The map suggests only three possibilities: (1) Cut open by
sweat and blood the old road; (2) Coming from the north, cross Mountain Brook and climb over
Spruce Mountain, hitting Burroughs Brook (if this is lumbered, as I think it is, maintenance
would perhaps be as bad as on the original route); (3) The map shows an old road crossing
Greenwood Brook. If this were used it would make quite an offset on the Andover-B Hill Road,
but that is little used.
I suggest you have in mind your plan of campaign but it seems to me most effective to
concentrate on these two problems. If you conclude to make a relocation, I would like to get in
after you have done it in order to measure and get guidebook data. We will be issuing a large
number of pages of changes and I would like to include all changes. I think it advisable to put up
a sign in the field where any relocation is made and diverges from the guidebook.
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You will have enough to do without taking on additional tasks but if as you travel the guidebook
data can be read and checked and corrections noted it would greatly help in this procedure of
keeping material up to date, otherwise it would mean a trip for me and I am still hard put to find
the necessary time.
I think I had better send you three additional Maine guides and map cases, so you can supply
crews, etc. This might facilitate their making corrections.
If you plan to get into the area right away and do make changes, if there is still time left this Fall
I could get into the area and re-measure as required.
This is a long letter but on receipt of it I hope you can let me know just what your plans are and I
can try to arrange accordingly.
It goes without saying that I am delighted to know that things are working around so there is a
probability of your being able to get this re-opened and advertised for travel in face of the
discouraging conditions we found last summer.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
September 28,1946. Myron Avery to P. Allen Parsons, Outdoor Life, 353 Fourth Avenue,
New York, N. Y.
Dear Mr. Parsons:
At the time of our very pleasant discussion of matters relating to Maine and The Appalachian
Trail at the Anglers Club on September 26th, I believe you said that you had a copy of our Guide
To The Appalachian Trail In Maine. I thought that I had better make sure that you had the latest
edition. This is the loose- leaf fourth Edition, which appeared in 1942, with the transparent map
case. The latest Supplement is the 1946 Supplement of which I enclose a copy.
I have sent to you under separate cover two publications, No. 16 and No. 17, which are generally
descriptive of the Trail, together with some material on Maine. I have included a copy of an
article on the Telos Cut because of its interest to those who know the Maine rivers.
You indicated you had seen the item in Appalachian Trailway News which dealt with the
intricacies of the Maine Guide Law. I thought you might wish an additional copy and this has
also been forwarded to you.
If at any time any of our data are of any use to you, we will be glad to have the opportunity to
place it in your hands.
Dictated by Captain Avery hut transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
September 28,1946. Myron Avery to Robert Mathews, Monson, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Matthews:
I was pleased indeed to see your letter of 20 September, addressed to the Appalachian Trail
Conference. Our address has changed from the Union Trust Building. It is now 808 17th Street,
N.W., but within a few months we expect to move to 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
It happened that just at the time your letter was written we had a work party in your vicinity. We
had planned to stay at Dore's Camps but due to his accident we spent two nights at Indian Hill
Farm. We had originally intended to have the Trail from Bodfish farm to Monson re-cleared
through another source. That did not develop and our crew painted from Little Wilson Falls north.
I went from the Little Wilson Campground to the side trail to the Falls and I found, as I had
suspected, that due to the lumbering and the new growth, things were in terrific shape.
The war situation and lack of maintenance has put the Trail in Maine in very bad condition. I am
glad indeed to have your detailed account of conditions, which helps us in determining the
sections most urgently requiring action.
The major lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range has created enough difficulty locally
without the trouble caused by the lumbering and bushes in the Monson-Bodfish Farm link.
1 do not know whether you received the Supplement to the Maine Guide, but I am having sent to
you the 1945 and 1946 issues with the last three copies of Appalachian Trailway News.
I note that either Mr. Moore or the lessee of Boarstone has provided a new route to the mountain
and that it starts from the road at the railroad crossing. I did not get a chance to check it. Have
you seen this new path or do you know where it joins the old trail?
1 am sorry that your trip could not have been taken after our partial repainting for it would have
made the section seem less obscure. We will hope to be able to get this cared for next summer.
Unfortunately, our work trips come toward the end of the summer, so that travelers do not get the
benefit of our current work. If things return to normal, we will hope to care for these difficulties.
I wish again to thank you for taking the trouble to write to the Conference and I hope that you
will continue to help us by reporting matters which come to your attention.
P.S. We renewed the board signs except for Savages Mills, which we did not reach.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
September 28, 1946. MEMORANDUM
On reviewing the Katahdin Master and Katahdin Reserve slides and lecture, I came to the
conclusion that the lecture could be improved by some interchange of slides, apart from changes
which will be warranted by the availability of new slides.
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1. Eliminate from Master Collection the following slides, either because they are deficient
pictorially or are fading:
K-2
K-108 Yorks
K-89 Katahdinauguagh
K-21 duplicate road
K-220 Rogers basin
K087 duplicates
2. Insert in the Master Collection the following from the Reserve group:
K-252 Potaywadjo Ridge
K-12 ) Panorama of the Katahdinauguogh
K-13 ) (including Doubletop from Pemadumcook).
3. Restore K-179 (sunset)
Reverse slides to put canoe sunset ahead of slide it follows.
September 30, 1946. Omar A. Sawyer, Mgr. of Woodlands, Hollingsworth & Whitney
Company, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
We received yours of the 25th and have indicated in pencil on the plan you enclosed the
approximate area we expect to cut over in the next four years, and are returning the same to you
herewith. That part we will operate on this season is down around Third West Branch Pond and
Logan Brook.
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September, 1946.

ROAD DISTANCES TO KATAHDIN IRON WORKS

Reach Brownville Junction via Me. Highway 221 from Milo.
A.
0 m.
.7 m.
3.3 m.
5.1 m.
5.6 m.
11.8 m.

Brownville Junction at West branch Pleasant River Bridge.
Hard-surfaced road to right.
Cross East branch
Prairie (r. forks to Millinocket)
Cross Middle Branch
Katahdin Iron Works
B.
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Katahdin Iron Works to Perhams.
0 m.
0.8 m.
1.7 m.
2.4 m.
3.8 m.
4.2 m.
4.6 m.
5.04 m.
5.64 m.
6.62 m.
9.65 m.

West branch Pleasant River
Cross West Branch
Ten Mile Shanty Road and lumber camp.
Upper Farm (on left)
Brook
Brook
Truck parked (beyond wheel used) – Present White Rock.
Perham’s Parking Place.
Old White Brook (?)
A. T. at Hay Brook
Perham’s Camps

{File: Maine Guidebook, Kennebec to Katahdin}
These are miscellaneous notes on 1946 Guidebook corrections to be kept for future
information.
October, 1946.
Section l, Katahdin to Daicey Pond, South to North
NOTE FOR M.H.A.
"Check distances carefully, having in mind that relocation was 200 ft. longer than former trail
and total distances are not being changed. Actual measurements (1946) were: Outlet, 1.54 m.;
tote-road 1.6 m.; dirt road 1.9 m.; take left fork at 1.97 m. (old distance 1.93 m.
September, 1946.
I remeasured The Saddle Trail and the upper part of the Cathedral Trail in view of Dyer’s
relocation. Following the Saddle Trail, I went toward Baxter Peak for a distance of 0.26 m., then
took the old abandoned trail. At 0.5 m. I reached the new section (1.25 m.) From the new
junction (0.5 m.), the route started descending. The abandoned link was 0.24 m. The relocation
was 0.16 m., making the new trail 0.08 m. or 400 ft. shorter than the original Baxter Cut-Off.
From the intersection of the Cut-Off and The Saddle Trail I measured to the junction of the
Cathedral links. It is now 0.27 m. on the Cathedral Cut-Off. From the forks on the main
Cathedral Trail it was 0.25 m. to The Saddle.
0 m.
.29 m.
.33 m.
.41 m.

Truck parked.
Offset on road
Road on right
To camps.

Data on route to Chadwick's from H. & W. Road

Pages 70-71; 72 - Data for Debsconeag Road
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0 m.
.3 m.
2.5 m.
9.3 m.

Forks to Chimney Pond
Debsconeag (?)
Abol Road
Katahdin Stream

Change Perham’s Long Pond Camps to "Chairback Mtn. Camps".
0 m. York's Road and Millinocket Road
.9 m. Heard Camp
1.3 m. Kidney Pond Trail
1.5 m. York's Camps (Guidebook says 1.6 m.)
Footnote to West Branch Ponds Road data:
This road is designated as the "Griswold Road" by the Hollingsworth and Whitney Company, by
reason of the name of the owner of a part of the town involved.
{Copy in File 105, Part 59}
NOTE: Detour by Maine Highway 4 is 0.2 m. longer than Trail route. Measurement by wheel of
highway might reduce distance of 4 m. asserted for highway.
October 1, 1946. George E. Martin, Caratunk, Maine, to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
In answer to your letter of Sept. 24, regarding trail work on Moxie Bald Mt., our watchman on
Moxie Mt. cut out and mowed bushes from top of Mt. between three and four miles toward
Troutdale camps.
The telephone wire on east side of Mt. has been hanged up and is in working order to Blanchard.
Our Dist. goes only as far east as Town line between Bald Mt. Town and the town of Blanchard.
Man’s name is George Merrill of Dover-Foxcroft, District Warden in organized towns who
borders our Dist. on the east.
October 1, 1946.

LIST OF KODACHROME SLIDES
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL COLLECTION

Me-12 Walter Greene
Me-13 Ripogenus Lake

Me-36
Me-37

White Cap
White Cap Tower
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ME-38
Me-14 Ripogenus Lake Dri-ki
ME-15 Toll Dam - Nesowadnehunk ME-39

White Brook on White Cap
Gulf Hagas

Me-16
ME-17
Me-18
Me-19
Me-20

Xe-40
Me-41
Me-42
Me-43
Me-44
Me-45
Me-46

Gulf Hagas
Buttermilk Falls
Gulf Hagas
Gulf Hagas
Gulf Hagas
Gulf Hagas—Profile
Pleasant River-West Branch

Me-47

Long Pond Camps

Me-48

Long Pond

Little Niagara
Little Niagara
Nesowadnehunk Falls
Rainbow Camp
Girl and Fawn (Rainbow)
River Drivers’ Grave
Me-21 (Nesowadnehunk Road)
Me-22 Nahmakanta Lake
Me-23 Nahmakanta Lake - boat
Me-24 Nahmakanta Camp

Me-49
Me-50
Snowshoes on A.T south of Me-51
Nahmakanta
Joe Mary Stream - Potter
Me-52
Poling
Me-53
Potter’s Camps
Me-54
View from Potaywadjo
Me-55
View from Potaywadjo
Me-56
Cooper Brook
Me-57
Toke Ponds Sign (Berry)
Me-58
Joe Mary
Me-59
Charles Berry
Me-60
Joe Mary Mtn. from Yoke
Ponds (?)
Me-61
Sugarloaf
Me-63
Sugarloaf
Me-65
Saddleback
Me-67
Bates College Outing Club
on Saddleback
Me-69
Sandy River Ponds, Bates
College Outing Club
Me-71

Me-25 Wadleigh Farmsite
ME-26
Me-27
Me-28
Me-29
Me-30
Me-31
Me-32
Me-33
Me-34
Me-35
Me-62
Me-64
Me-66
Me-68
Me-70

Me-72 Frye Brook Lean-to
Lumber Camp (Cooper
Me-74 Brook ?)
Me-76 A. T. Highway Sign
Me-78 Sunset, Dore’s Camp
Me-80 Sunrise (next day)

Monson-tree, Watson House
Monson
Moxie Bald Pond
West from Pleasant Pond
Moxie Pond
Bigelow
Bigelow from Flagstaff
Bigelow from Eustis
Little Bigelow
Bigelow, East Peak
East Peak - Bigelow
Horns Pond - Bigelow
Horns Pond (large)
Saddleback
Abraham
Top of Saddleback
Eddy Pond-Saddleback
Screw Augur Falls

Me-73

Baldpate

Me-75
Me-77
Me-79
Me-81

Mtn. Spruce
Sunset___________
Sunset___________
Mt. Blue at Weld
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Me-107 Summit of Baldpate

Me-108 Baldpate, road looking south

Grafton Notch Lean-to
Me-109 (Maine Alpine Club

Me-110 Baldpate Trail, Frye Brook

October 1, 1946. {Copy Headquarters File Feb. 105}
1946
Supplement to
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{See additions attached to letter to Dyer—March 16 Katahdin file.}
It had been expected that the scheduled Trail maintenance work for 1946 would permit the
announcement of complete revision of The Appalachian Trail in Maine to its pre-war standard.
Unfortunately, the extent of deterioration and non-use during the war precluded the realization of
this goal during 1946. The problems have been further intensified by extensive lumber
operations and road building in the East Branch of Pleasant River and in the Barren-Chairback
Mtn. terrain. These operations are of such a character that their degree of interference with the
Trail route cannot be anticipated at this time. This situation has necessitated the closing of one
section of the Trail--between Yoke Ponds and White Cap Mtn. Fortunately the closed section is
bounded by automobile roads which permit a ready detour so that the traveler may continue his
route.
The one gain in the situation has been the restoration of the section between Bigelow Village and
Orbeton Stream, which passes over Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain, and
Spaulding Mtn. The elimination of the damage subsequent to the 1938 hurricane and the
restoration of this section to travel is due to the efforts of Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, and
his associates.
The Maine Appalachian Trail work trip renovated the section between Little Wilson Falls side
trail (________m. from Katahdin) and the side trail to Chadwick's Camps on the north slope of
White Cap. The damage caused by the lumbering operations on the north end of the BarrenChairback Range was remedied; however, only sections of the splendid spruce and fir growth
which characterize the length of this Range have survived the lumber operations. Inquiry should
be made from both Perham's Chairback Mtn. Camps (formerly Long Pond Camps) and Dore's
Mountain View Camps by travelers who are venturing into this area.
The Hollingsworth and Whitney Company has built a wide gravel road from the Frenchtown
Road to the junction of Chadwick's buckboard road. This road, constructed in 1945, passes first
West Branch Pond, crosses the brook between the First and Second West Branch Ponds, passes
about ½ m. south of Third West Branch Pond and extends (presently) west to Logan Brook on
the north slope of White Cap. The outlying camp on Third West Branch Pond, formerly owned
by Chadwick's, has been converted into a lumber camp. These operations are projected over a
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period of years. Since the degree of interference cannot be anticipated, the section between the
Kokadjo-B Pond Road and the new Hollingsworth and Whitney road has officially been marked
as closed. It is 2.2 m. by dirt road from the crossing by The Appalachian Trail of this new motor
road to Chadwick's Camps. The route has been marked by blue paint blazes and signs.
The Trail work accomplished in Maine during 1946 was as follows:
Katahdin to Penobscot West Branch - recleared, repainted and resigned.
Chadwick’s Side Trail (
m. from Katahdin) to Little Wilson Falls Trail.
_____m.--recleared, repainted, resigned. (The section between Perham's Side Trail and Barren
Ledges (_____m.) was not worked over in 1946.
The area between the Penobscot West Branch and Yoke Ponds was recleared and
repainted in 1944. Trail travelers report the section as readily followed, although annual growth
and down timber cause some impediment in travel. The section between the Moxie Bald Lean-to
(____ m. from Katahdin) and Middle Carry Pond was recleared in 1945. The Trail on Moxie Mtn.
was mowed under arrangements with the Forest Service.
Mt. Bigelow
The Mt. Bigelow trail system was recleared in 1946 under contract arrangement between the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the Maine Forest Service.
Guidebook Revisions
Accommodations: There have been extensive changes in the proprietors of sporting camps along
the Trail in Maine. To afford current information, the second revision of pages 19-21 is
forwarded herewith.
Guidebook Changes
The plan for the use of the loose-leaf format employed in the Maine Guide contemplates the
periodic re-issuing of sections where conditions have materially changed. The following pages
are attached hereto:
The pages enumerated in this Supplement constitute all revisions of the Fourth Edition of Guide
to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
In some sections there are minor points which do not yet warrant reprinting of pages or sections.
Accordingly, there are issued herewith corrigenda to various pages. The holder of the Guide
should make appropriate correction.
The building of the new road across the Trail route on the East Branch of Pleasant River will
cause some adjustment of the Trail data in those sections. This road crosses The Appalachian
Trail at the old campground 0.7 m. south of Third West Branch Pond Campground. Appropriate
sheets will be issued when this section is declared re-opened for travel.
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Western Maine
College limitations have not yet permitted full maintenance work on the section maintained by
the Bates College Outing Club. One maintenance trip was made in 1946. With the exception of a
climb of Saddleback from Maine Highway 4, it is suggested that parties not equipped for a
pioneering type of excursion should defer travel here until 1947. Beaver flooding and
maintenance will necessitate a relocation of the last four miles of Section 19, North to South. The
route will temporarily extend west from the Sandy River Ponds for a distance of .4 m. to Maine
Highway 4. It is 4 m. along this highway to the beginning of Section 20.
The Trail in Section 22 between “C” Pond and Surplus Pond is practically impassible by reason
of the extensive small growth. A relocation nay be required by reason of the problems here. This
section should be particularly avoided by all Trail travelers.
Maps
With the 1946 Supplement, the following Maps were issued:
No. 3A - Lower Nesowadnehunk Stream, Daicey Pond and Kidney Pond Regions.
No. 3B - The Traveler
These maps, together with the 1946 Supplement, were forwarded to all guidebook purchasers
whose purchase is recorded with The Appalachian Trail Conference. Similarly, an Index to the
Katahdin Reprint was forwarded to purchasers of the Reprint. Purchasers who may not have
received these publications should forward an addressed stamped envelope to The Appalachian
Trail Conference.
Katahdin
The revisions of pages 19-21 indicate in detail the present situation with respect to
accommodations in the Katahdin area. Pages l0l-102 furnish data for the new route up 0-J-I.
There have been minor changes in the trails at Katahdin, including a relocation of the north end
of the Saddle Cut-Off so that it meets the Cathedral Cut-Off. The North Peaks Trail between
Hamlin Ridge and the most southern of the North Peaks has been intensively marked by cairns.
All climbers of Katahdin, particularly those who climb Hamlin Ridge, should be at particular
pains to follow the North Peaks at least to this point by reason of the extraordinary view of the
north end of Katahdin, The Traveler and the north end of the Katahdinauguoh that this vantage
point affords.
The paint blazes on the trails on the summit of Katahdin, except The Appalachian Trail, have
faded materially and the dead lichen areas on the painted rocks are in many situations the best
indication of the route. Detailed statement of conditions at Katahdin appears in the December
1946 issue of Appalachia, page______(?).

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

164

NOTE: Detour by Maine Highway 4 is .2 m. longer than Trail route. Measurement by wheel of
highway might reduce distance of 4 m. asserted for highway.
October 2, 1946. George H. Winter, Jr., Woodlands Department, Maine Seaboard Paper
Copmany, Division of Time Incorporated, Bucksport, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
It is just about ten years since the night you and Charles Gingras, ex C.C.C., pulled into the camp
on Frye Brook. If my memory is correct you had walked the trail from the South Arm Road, you
endured a generous baptism of rain from a rather violent thundershower while on the C Pond tote
road, you wrung out your clothes on the porch of the little camp on C Pond and then climaxed
the trip by getting dunked while crossing Mountain Brook. If I am in error, please advise.
Your letter of September 19 has been referred to me and I will endeavor to pass on what
information we have at this time.
I have shown on your map, as closely as possible, the location of our present Tote Road and the
two camps that will be used. The road has been graveled from Long Pond Stream to Mink Brook,
which is probably as far as we will gravel. From there it crosses the brook and goes generally
east to the bend, so-called, in Long Pond Stream. At this point we have a Depot Camp. From the
bend the road crosses Long Pond Stream and continues easterly, crosses Wilder Brook, proceeds
along the southerly side of Little Wilder Pond, then swings northerly and proceeds to Long Pond.
We have a new camp at this point and it is from this camp that they are working at present.
We have not been cutting in that area for several years, so that I believe your information
regarding cutover areas is up to date.
This year we hope to cut the remainder of the area between the height of land and Long Pond
and extending westerly from Third Mountain to the West Town Line. There is no doubt but that
portions of the Trail will be affected, especially those that go through nearly clear spruce, but for
the most part, from Third Mountain westerly much of the Trail is through scrub growth and old
cutover and should not get brushed up very much.
During the next few years we expect to operate still further westerly on Elliottsville along Barren
Mountain and it is to be expected that similar conditions, regarding the Trail, will exist there.
In your final paragraph you spoke of a road going by Third West Branch Pond. The Company
has no land in that particular area and consequently no information regarding roads, etc.
However, it is my belief that the southeast corner of A Range 12, in which Third West Branch
Pond lies, belongs to the McCrillis Land Association which is managed by Prentiss & Carlisle
Co., Inc. of Bangor, Maine. They might be able to give you the desired information.
If you have any other questions or want other information about anything that we could help you
with, please feel free to write and we will do our best.
{Copy Sawyer; Seymour Smith, Box 713, Watertown, Conn.}
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October 2, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Fred:
I have your letter of 25 September. Since it contains so much information, which would be
helpful to Reeves, I have sent a copy to him.
I am trying to determine specifically the situation with respect to the sign distribution. It would,
therefore, help us if you would write down and send to us the numbers on the signs which you
have. If the numbers are not indicated, then the first line of the sign would enable us to identify it.
This will avoid any necessity for making duplicate signs.
I know that it is easy enough to get on to Sugarloaf and perhaps for the first five miles. The
difficulty lies in through travel and our lack of knowledge as to what conditions would be
encountered beyond Spaulding. Consequently, I feel that the enclosed signs should be left in
place until after Reeves makes his trip in May. If his trip is successful and what he is able to
accomplish warrants the action, we can then remove the "closed“ signs and Trailway News will
declare the section open.
I have heard from Supervisor Hutton that the work which had been contracted for with the Forest
Service to remedy the Bigelow trails had been delayed. However, the Forest Service has very
definitely the obligation to carry out this work. Consequently, I would suggest that you put in
any time not on the main Trail at Bigelow where the Forest Service has to do the job but on the
Bigelow Range Trail, where much could be done to advantage. The painting there is hideous.
The blue blazes are too numerous and too large. They require a lot of marking down and
blacking out with neutral paint and I hope that one of these days we can get one of our expert
paint crews on the job on that Trail in order to improve its appearance.
I think this covers the matters in your letter and I hope you will continue to keep us posted of
developments in the area.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written sent out during his absence.
cc:
Mr. Sawyer
Mr. Reeves
October 3, 1946. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
In reply to your letter of Sept. 24 inquiring about trail paint. A supply was sent to me from
Washington. I used one quart this summer. I have on hand 5 qts. white, 2 brown and 2 blue.
Inasmuch as there is hardly any side trails between Bigelow Village and Oberton Stream, there
should be enough blue to last a long time. The 5 qts. of white should be more than sufficient as
we covered quite a lot this year going from east to west.
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For tools I have two weeders and 2 pruning shears or bush cutters. This should be enough for any
party that can be organized together with axes and a cross-cut saw.
The signs came, except for Oberton Stream.
Regarding the old railroad bed at Oberton Stream: you will recall that I said it was overgrown
with alders. This is true. The alders are tall say 8 to 10 feet and the snow has bent them over so
that the trail here must have been nearly closed. Someone, presumably the manager of
Reddington Pond Camps, has cut this and let them fall across the road. They were not thrown out
of the trail. There is no brush in the trail but the alder trunks resemble corduroy. We did not have
time to clean this up and it is not bad. From where the trail leaves the road bed and goes over
Popular [sic] Ridge to within a couple hundred yards of Reddington Pond camps there is only a
trail left, the sides are covered with tall alders. This is open to foot travel but not quite auto travel.
You used to be able to drive right straight through to Phillips.
The side trail from Reddington Pond camps to where it joins the A.T., a mile west of the roadbed was brushed out by the camp manager last summer. Therefore, one can get on the trail by
either route.
The dam at Reddington Pond is leaking very badly so that the water is very low. If this condition
continues it means that few fishermen will come there and if the business does not warrant
keeping the camp open, it will not be long before the road from Eustis in will be impassable. It is
in quite bad condition in places now and the manager takes up the bridge planking in the fall to
keep people out when he has the camp closed. For this reason there might be a question of
getting in there either early in the spring or late in the fall. He closed camp the day we came out
of there.
The metal markers have not come yet. They do need replacing there as souvenir hunters have
pretty well cleaned them off. I will not need very many as part of the trail over Sugarloaf there is
nothing to nail to anyway.
I do not know how far one can drive up the road bed from Phillips now but indications were that
the fishermen came in this way to fish Oberton Stream.
October 4, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I am supplementing my long letter to you of September 28th by saying that I am sending off the
equipment to you in three packages. The small package has the markers and nails. Be sure to
caution your workers to leave at least quarter of an inch protruding.
On checking over the available equipment, I found that we had none of the brown paint or any of
the paint which has been treated to give the neutral shade used in blacking out. Since we use only
a very cheap paint, I thought it would not be too much trouble to suggest that you obtain it
locally and have it mixed so as to give a neutralizing shade.
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With the length of time that the existing blazes have been on, you will find that they will be very
ragged and full of cracks. You will need the brown paint to get rid of some of the discards and to
improve the renewal of the blazes. It is much more effective than leaving blazes to fade out and
disappear, as their appearance detracts from the general effectiveness of the marking.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
October 4, 1946. Myron Avery to 0. A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth and
Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
Thank you very much for your letter of September 30th, returning the map.
It would appear from the area outlined on the map that your lumber operations will only cover
two or three miles of the Trail route and will not cause much interference. If the contractor does
not leave tops and brush in the Trail, we should not have too much difficulty in restoring the
route.
1 would like to know what name you are giving to the motor road from the Frenchtown Road to
Logan Brook in order that we may use the correct name in our guidebook.
Again thanking you for the help which you have furnished, I am very sincerely yours…
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
October 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Keith Skillin, Berry's Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Skillin:
When we put up the signs closing the Trail between White Cap and the Kokadjo-B Pond Road,
we had very little information as to the exact extent of the projected Hollingsworth and Whitney
operations. I have now had a letter from Mr. 0. A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands for
Hollingsworth and Whitney, which indicates that they will cut over very little of the Trail route.
The area outlined extends from Slaughter Brook - near the new motor road - down to where The
Appalachian Trail crosses Logan Brook. Mr. Berry will know both localities.
It further appears that most of the cutting in this area will be done during the coming year. So we
may be able to re-open the section sooner than we thought.
The section from your Camp over to the East Branch, due to the storm damage, is really as bad
as any portion. Next summer, you may have enough help so that you can do something in the
way of reopening from your Camps to the East Branch. I hope to have a work crew in the area
next summer to care for the damage done by the lumbering operations and clear out down to
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where the Trail turns north from the East Branch. Perhaps you ought to take out Pete's rent on his
camp in the way of making him keep the Trail clear from his camp to yours. I do not think he
would enthuse over the project.
We have had your name added to the mailing list on Trailway News as well as continuing Mr.
Berry's subscription at the old address. You will notice in the September issue what the Editor
has to say of him. I hope it will please him.
We shall count on seeing you next summer.
With best regards to yourself and to Mrs. Skillin,
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to Miss Stephenson - Please take appropriate action.
M.H.A.
October 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, Third West Branch Pond Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
1 thought I would let you know that I have had a letter from Mr. 0. A. Sawyer, Manager of
Woodlands for Hollingsworth and Whitney and that he has outlined on the map the portion of the
Trail route which would be affected by the operations. It runs from about Slaughter Brook to
where the branch brook comes into Logan Brook. He said that this would be where they would
be operating next year. If this is an exact account of the situation, after this year’s operations, we
should be able to get things back into condition once more.
I hope that Frederick will have a chance to do something on the blue trail.
Tell your younger son--the best guide in the country--that we will need him when we get back
next year and we want him to be sure and be around at that time.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
October 4, 1944. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have just learned of a development which will be, I know, of much interest to you. I have been
re-orienting myself by checking with the Geological Survey to ascertain what work they have
done on areas with which I am familiar. They have field parties on the Kingsbury (east of
Bingham) and on the Schoodic (east of Sebec Quadrangle). But this is the thing of greatest
interest. They are contracting to have a wide strip flown in the Katahdin area for the purpose of
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multiplex mapping. This will be done by contract and the flying will be done late this Fall and in
early spring. Experience in Massachusetts indicated the necessity for doing this work when the
leaves are off. From the pictures, they will make up a multiplex print which gives a very good
idea of the culture and I hope we will soon have available an accurate map showing a lot of this
country. It would serve as a base for a revision of our guidebook map. I will be able to get prints
as the work progresses and you may be sure that I will bear you in mind.
Here is the way the new quadrangles shape up:
Grant Farm Barrington Lake
Roach River Cooper Mountain

Katahdin
Norcross

Stacyville
Millinocket

The State has resumed co-operative mapping work with the Survey. The Kingsbury Quadrangle
is being done on that basis. The State selects the areas. It seemed to me that you might be able to
induce the Baxter Park Commission to put pressure to have the maps for the Katahdin area
selected for those to be done, under the co-operative map work program. There is some one
person in the state who is the contact with the federal agencies in this connection. You may think
well enough of the project to pressure it vigorously with Rendall, et al.
Another astounding development is a procedure for printing topographic maps so that a relief
map results. It is astounding. Old Speck in Maine was tried out as one sample.
I am going to follow it through to see if there is any chance of getting this company to put out
some using the Katahdin sheet. It would be a great exhibit.
Copies to:

Miss Stephenson
Mr. Walker:

Mr. Avery, through a neutral intermediary, would be delighted to have the editor of Appalachian
Trailway News and the P.A.T.C. vice-president go to the Geological Survey with him to see
these models. He is trying to arrange the loan of the Deerfield sheet, south of Sexton Shelter, and
which has Elliott Knob on it, for an exhibit at Headquarters. The sheet makes a striking relief
map. Much work has been accomplished by the U. S. Geological Survey north of Pennsylvania
and I am arranging for a report of these activities as they affect the Trail for Appalachian
Trailway News. Mr. Walker might want the same information for an article in the Bulletin on
areas that are reached by P.A.T.C. members but are not connected with the Trail. The Atlantic
Division of the U.S. Geological Survey which has this data, moves to Clarendon Wednesday,
and I want to arrange to go over before that time.
{Copy Katahdin}
October 7, 1946. Myron Avery to George H. Winter, Jr., Woodlands Department,
Maine Seaboard Paper Company (Division of Time, Inc.), Bucksport, Maine.
Dear George:
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When I opened your letter of October 2nd and saw that someone writing on the letterhead of the
Maine Seaboard Paper Company was addressing me by my first name, I was certainly surprised.
I immediately turned to the last page to see who in the world that I knew was connected with the
Maine Seaboard Paper Company.
The pressure of the last four years has driven a good deal from my mind but I certainly
remember the incident to which you refer in the first paragraph of your letter very well indeed. It
was a real pleasure to hear from you and to know where you are, although perhaps I should have
known it.
Incidentally, referring to the Andover-South Arm Road, the Trail from Mountain Brook to
Surplus Pond along the old tote road during the war grew up to the extent that it can hardly be
followed. The Bates Outing Club was handling the maintenance of that section and during the
war it was unable to schedule maintenance trips. I do not know just how we are going to be able
to handle the problem, that is, whether to shift to some other section or try to keep the bushes out
of the old road.
I am glad indeed that my letter fell into the hands of someone who has a personal interest in the
situation. It is apparent that if I had gone on a little farther from where the Trail turned up on
Barren, I would have seen the fork of the new tote-road.
I am also much obliged to you for what you have told me as to the prospective operations. I did
not cover this year between Barren Ledges and the side trail just west of Third Mountain, all of
which was unaffected by the operations. Perham at Chairback Mtn. Camps said that he had been
told that the blue blazed side trail leading up to Third Mtn. would be made into a lumber road
and that a camp was to go close to where the blue trail joins the Appalachian Trail on the ridge.
As you have said nothing about that, I assume it is just one of those rumors.
We have twice now recleared the work on the north end of the mountain. The side trail to
Chairback was unaffected. The north slope of Columbus Mtn. had half a mile of the original
spruce which had not been cut. The greatest problem is getting the tops and the brush out of the
Trail itself. For reasons which I can well understand, there seems to be a tendency to fall the
trees in the Trail and it is an awful job to get out those dead tops and limbs. Of course, there is a
dense small growth coming back with bushes but where the brush is out of the path and there is
an indication of the footway, it is about the only place where one could go.
When the operations first started, the American Thread Company and Seaboard said they would
do what they could to see that the route was left open. We know that while the powers-that-be
may really intend that result, out in the woods where these fellows are cutting, it is near
impossible to make them take the tops out. Sometimes you will find a walking boss who will pay
attention to it. So I think, as we clean up after the operations, our major problem is to try to see if
in the cutting they will not leave the route open. Have you any idea who we could reach any of
the jobbers or contractors, or if we could get any word issued from on high which might bring
about that result?
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There are some beautiful spruce on Third Mountain and much of Barren is a big flat area so I
think it would be a lot like cutting into a wheat field.
The paragraph of my letter about the Third West Branch Pond was inserted by error in your
communication. It is a new road which Hollingsworth and Whitney have put in from the
Frenchtown Road at Chadwick’s Garage east to Logan Brook.
I think your letter covers all of the points that I needed to know. I presume that this new road has
no particular name and that you saw nothing off with respect to the plotting of the road used in
the earlier operations. Dore has made so many changes in his tote-road that anyone who tries to
follow the map will probably experience considerable difficulty. There were at least two or three
forks before the Appalachian Trail left your Seaboard road apart from the final separation.
I will be checking up with you from time to time and I am glad indeed to have someone who will
be able to tell me exactly what portions of the mountain have been affected by the operations so
that we can plan our repair work accordingly. That walk along the crest through the spruce and
fir was one of the finest things in the State and I am sorry indeed to see it disappear.
If you have any ideas as to how we can accomplish anything practical in keeping the tops and
brush out of the route or if there is anything that you can do in that connection, we shall be very
much obliged.
In order to keep you posted as to what we are doing and the information which reaches us
(incidentally, it would give you a chance to call attention to any erroneous reports), I am having
your name added to the mailing list of our Trail Conference magazine and I have sent to you a
Maine Guide so that you will have it available to check on our account of this area. We shall
issue a new Supplement covering the Barren-Chairback Range early next spring. When anything
occurs in the area, I hope very much that you will continue to let me know of developments. It is
good to have a contact where we are experiencing our major difficulties.
I have been in service since June, 1942. What I could do has been of a character that the job has
not been finished and I shall be in for some months longer.
cc to Mr. Sawyer with copy of incoming letter.
cc to Miss Stephenson
Please add Winters’ name at the above address to your Trailway News mailing list, sending him
the last year's issues and the Maine Guide item. Miss Park has sent the Maine Guide to him.
October 7, 1946. Myron Avery to Robert W. Moore, Boarstone Mtn., Onawa, Maine.
My dear Mr. Moore:
A number of years ago, before the war, when we were preparing the fourth edition of Guide to
The Appalachian Trail in Maine, we had some correspondence with respect to the statement to
be made regarding the use of the old route to Boarstone. The Maine Guide, therefore, carried a
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note to the effect that use of the former Boarstone Mtn. Trail was prohibited and referred to the
substitute route from Bodfish Siding. Last fall I had my first opportunity to return to this region.
I noticed that apparently another substitute route had been developed and that this left the road
and Appalachian Trail immediately at the C.P. RR. crossing. I did not have an opportunity to
check the route on the ground. From the arrangement, however, I would have inferred that this
new route probably cut into the old trail beyond the end of the road.
We are preparing some revisions of the Maine Guide and it occurred to me that perhaps you
might be good enough to give me a description of the route, use of which is now permitted.
Perhaps you would be disposed to indicate its location on the enclosed map of the BarrenChairback area. I might say that the correction on this map is the location of the new Seaboard
graveled road which is no doubt known to you.
If you would be disposed to furnish us with the data which would permit an accurate and exact
statement of the situation, we shall be very much obliged to you.
By reason of the war situation and our pre-occupation with military duties, the maintenance of
the Trail in Maine has suffered materially. This is particularly true of the section between
Bodfish Farm and Monson. Combined with the extensive new lumber operations, it imposes
serious problems.
October 7, 1946. Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth & Whitney
Company, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Capt. Avery:
We have yours of the 4th and in reply will say we call the road from the Frenchtown Road to
Logan Brook the Griswold road. We are asking our contractor to be as careful as he can about
leaving tops and brush in the Appalachian Trail.
October 8, 1946. Myron Avery to Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia, 4 Mercer Circle,
Cambridge 38, Mass.
My dear Miss Hurd:
I am replying to your letter of September 26th, enclosing a revision of my item on “Nineteenth
Century Photographers of Katahdin”. The title seems the same but I recognize in the revision
little of my style and production.
All of us, of course, endeavor to lighten an editor’s burden by yielding, where possible, to her
views. This is particularly true in the case of Appalachia’s most talented and diplomatic editor,
where the system in vogue requires the contribution of so much of her personal labor without
benefit of stenographic assistance. Thus, in prior instances I have foregone my own views to
accept alterations and changes of statement and thought to a degree somewhat startling when I
later came on the item and wondered how I could have said such a thing.
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I read from your letter your full appreciation that the reconstruction of my item in this case goes
beyond the considerations which in the past have induced us to minimize your labors by not
objecting to changes--none of which I can recall as constituting any betterment of the original
product.
First, assuming that the rewriting did constitute a major improvement and I recognized the
betterment, obviously I could not accept the situation without due recognition in print of my
obligation to your anonymous member. I should assume that your Board member should have
some reluctance to create a situation which necessitated my acceptance of an uninvited joint
authorship.
Second: We do not, however, have to deal with the first alternative of the dilemma, which is
premised upon my obligation for any improved product. The style of my writing is distinctly my
own. I do not care to appear as the author of a definitely different and inferior production or to
adopt expressions and viewpoints which are not mine.
It is not that I consider my work as above criticism. I do, however, feel that my experience in
writing and the extent of my published work indicates that extensive re-writing is not necessary.
Editors of other publications have not felt called upon to take such action. In Appalachia you will
find that the number of my major items and notes is unequalled by any other individual.
Consequently, the necessity for a ghost writer to re-work my item at this late date, in order to
create a product acceptable for publication, is hard for me to appreciate. I have checked over
your Board and I find few who have written extensively.
The basic trouble here seems to me to be an individual amateur desire to re-write an article to the
style in which that person would have cast it, to have it reflect his or her personal mode of
expression. That basic misconception of editorial function needs no comment. I have heard this
criticism as to misconception of editorial functions, from one of your contributors—a master
stylist and grammarian. If some basic material is required to meet this urge to write on the part of
your editor, I shall be delighted to contribute some source material!
My products come to you as a finished item--complete as to lay-out, photographs, captions, etc.
Moreover, they have been checked by Miss Stephenson of your Board, whose professional
editorial experience I venture to think may equal that of the gratuitous re-writer of my article and
possibly of a few others too. Only minor editorial changes, to conform to Appalachia style or to
correct the inevitable typographical errors, should he necessary.
I see that I have failed to meet your ultimatum as to the date. My war service is not yet
terminated; I am frequently out of town; and I have always many tasks to perform. Too, I have to
remind you that this item has been in the Editor’s hands for over a year. If this article required
revision to make it suitable for Appalachia, it should, I think, have been taken up in sufficient
time to permit adequate consideration.
I have, of course, no objection to purely formal changes which are necessary to conform to your
"style manual" as prescribed for Appalachia, even though I could question the advisability of
some of them. If you had had your editor indicate these, it would have been simple to see if they
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were such that I could agree to them. I do, however, object to changes that are merely a matter of
opinion, or which make the article read like the product of the unknown editor and not of the
author whose name appears over it. In this instance, many of the changes, though small, distort
the meaning and I cannot sanction them. With the thought of advancing matters, I have consulted
with Miss Stephenson and asked her to indicate on the typescript the changes I consider to be
formal and not of substance. She has done this. The use of the article turns on your disposition to
use it with these changes only.
I do not need to say that we shall stand ready in the future to aid your labors within reasonable
limits but trust that we shall not again experience a recurrence of this method of procedure.
.Enclosures: Copy of article "Nineteenth Century Photographers of Katahdin".
Copy to Miss Stephenson.
Dictated but not read.
October 8, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. Leland M. Goodrich, Department of Political
Science, Brown University, Providence, R.I. PERSONAL.
Dear Chauncey:
I can only hope that my recital of disillusionment at my experience this summer will not fall into
the hands of any of your misunderstanding colleagues.
As you may have observed from your visits to Katahdin, while there are self-sealing automobile
tubes, there are no such things as self-maintaining trails. The war has put our Maine Trail
maintenance program decidedly in arrears--even one who adheres to your heretical, slip-shod
standards of what a trail should be like (instead of my standards of perfection) would have to
admit that. As that most capable son of yours has undoubtedly told you, this year we descended
on the Maine woods with truck, bull dozer and chemicals, in addition to all the orthodox methods
of trail warfare. This year it seemed that every lumber company in the State had decided to cut
on The Appalachian Trail route or to build a road along it. Tough as the work proved to be, I
kept up the morale of our workers by telling them of one section where we would find a perfect
trail. I told then how by my pep talks, instruction, etc., I had converted my one-time college
associate, that he was a man of great strength, having been properly trained on a Maine farm, that
he knew the difference between an ax and a golf club and I knew he could use the former. I told
them how he belonged to the privileged class that could spend three months of academic leisure
at Yorks Camps and the other nine months in the aristocratic, intellectual, high-ceilinged
atmosphere of one of Beacon Hill’s ancient residences.
Do I need to tell you my state of disillusionment and deflation? Even your loyal son felt so
keenly about the matter that he had to come to his father's rescue by explaining that he was very,
very tired, but he was unable to amplify this apology by explaining what in the world could make
him tired except commuting between Boston and Providence. Mrs. York and I discussed the
matter and she still believes there is some hope for your redemption, that youthful habits and
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training may still assert itself. As a result, we relocated ourselves the Trail between Katahdin
Stream and Grassy Pond. I have seldom seen a cedar swamp that had more down logs. We took
out by actual count 113 ½. As I told your young son, there are thirteen logs left, on which I
stamped "L.G.” and told the Yorks under the penalty of an Appalachian court-martial that no one
else was to have the highly esteemed privilege of removing them. Further, to serve as your
inspiration, our crew started cutting that wire brush around the edge of the Pond, to serve as a
model as to how you should finish it in 1947. Incidentally, there is some weeder work and
pruning shear cutting for you to do on the way to the West Branch. All this which I have outlined
is what will restore you to full respect of Mrs. York, York Junior and one M. H. Avery. Never
have I so highly praised the workmanlike qualities of any individual and had such a complete
breakdown. I have even paid him the compliment of putting him in the class to which I have
been assigned--that of the strong back and weak mind. I am afraid that I have gotten badly mixed
and it is a case of the strong mind only.
Now, my friend, you have said you wanted to see the Katahdin slides and the Trail reel. If I am
going to incur the labor of traveling from Boston to the suburb of Providence and back the next
time I am in New England, like all good lawyers I am asking a quid pro quo and I demand
assurances that next season I will not be as disillusioned as I was this year and that young
Richard will point with pride to the cleared trails as the work of his father, the Professor, instead
of having to assume the role of No. 1 apologist.
Just to stimulate your interest, I am sending the last Appalachian Trailway News, which contains
a report of the excursion.
P. S. What I am really writing this letter for is to inquire whether you have a projector for
Kodachromes available and a projector which will show the Trail reel, for use on my next trip
north?
October 9, 1946. Robert E. Mathews, College of Law THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY,
to Myron Avery:
Dear Captain Avery:
I was much interested in your letter of September 28th in respect to the condition of the Trail.
I gather that your crew limited their work to the section between the Little Wilson campgrounds
and the Falls. That part of the Trail I did not cover, but as indicated in my letter of September
20th, lost all contact with it at a point midway between Moose and Packard ponds. I also gather
that the chief difficulty lies between that point and where the Blue Trail starts from the main
Trail to the Falls. When your crew is working in this particularly bad area, they will no doubt
continue west to the Savage Opening, and south from there to Monson. There is quite a bit of
obstruction on that latter portion, but the Trail is fortunately very readily visible.
I appreciate your sending me the two recent supplements to the Guide. Doubtless these are
waiting for me in Monson, and I am writing the Postmaster asking him to send them on.
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I don't know whether you have heard that Mr. Moore had repossessed himself of his camp on the
side of Borestone. I talked to him there this summer, and find that his highly objectionable tenant
is no longer in the neighborhood. Although the private road up the mountain was closed to
automobile travel, Mr. Moore was very cordial, and I gather is quite agreeable to having
trampers follow it on foot up the mountain. To do so, however, they will have to walk around a
somewhat lengthy fence and climb through some barbed wire, a vestige of the hospitality of the
former tenant. I climbed the mountain by that route this summer, and found everything in
excellent shape.
You inquired about the other trail supposedly marked off by the former tenant. This left a wagon
road a hundred yards or more below the C.P.R. tracks. Actually, it was a fake from start to finish,
and after perhaps three or four rods, was virtually undiscernible. By walking through the woods,
one finally came to the railroad, and after following that for perhaps a mile or more, was able to
take a very steep trail up the mountain from about opposite one of the Greenwood ponds. This
trail was completely intolerable. I climbed it twice, but it went up at an angle of thirty or forty
degrees, and there was no view whatever until you were almost within sight of the top of the
mountain. It is my guess that now that Mr. Moore is back, we can forget all about the efforts to
detour by this route.
We are hoping, of course, to be back in Maine again next summer, and if possible for two, or
even three, months. I hope very much that something may bring you in that direction, and that
you will drop in to say "hello" to us.
October 10, 1946. Myron Avery to Wm. M. Dore, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
We have gotten from the Seaboard a plotting of their new road on our Barren-Chairback map. As
we were making corrections, we thought we would send you a copy of the map and ask whether
it is right as far as the roads going in to your camp are concerned.
I noticed that apparently you were using another road which left the graveled road farther up than
the turn where the sign was and which you were using some years ago. This makes a connection
about half way between Mink Brook and your original turn.
We would like to get this right and if you could look at the map and send it back to us we would
be greatly obliged to you.
We hope that your recovery is progressing rapidly and that you have been able to leave the
hospital.
I am enclosing a stamped envelope for the purpose of having the map sent back to us.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
October 14, 1946. George H. Winter, Jr., Woodlands Dept., Maine Seaboard Paper Co.,
Bucksport, Maine, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Myron:
I want to thank you very much for the "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine" and also for
putting my name on the mailing list of the Trail Conference magazine.
Since I left the CCC's, I have had very little connection with the Trail, but from necessity rather
than desire. My next and only contacts have been when I was in the Barren-Chairback region on
company business.
I do not know just how much we can do to keep the Trail clear on our operations, but we will at
least make the attempt and do whatever we can.
In regard to the blue trail leading from Perham’s Camps to Third Mountain, it is possible that
portions of the trail might be converted into a hauling road, but there will be no camp at the
junction with the main trail, as far as I know now.
As for the plotting on your map of the road used in our first operations, I would say that it is
fairly close. The scale of the map is necessarily so small that it would be quite difficult to plot a
road exactly. This road, by the way, is known as "Ranney’s Tote Road".
I am writing this rather hurriedly as I am starting on a trip tomorrow, of unknown duration, and
am trying to clean up my correspondence. Perhaps after my return I can think of more
information or you may have some more questions by then - and if so, I will try and answer them.
Thanks again for the Guide Book and the Trail Conference magazine.
October 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. Ralph S. Palmer, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie,
N.Y.
Dear Professor Palmer:
Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness and courtesy in forwarding the reprint of your
item from the July 1946 The Auk, entitled "Birds of the Mount Katahdin Region in Maine”. We
are not only anxious to know of these items but to have copies for our Katahdin files.
One or two matters in the item suggest some comment. Since this is a Maine matter and we
should publicize local activities, I did think it rather odd that Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine and the Katahdin Reprint should not be mentioned. The Reprint is almost twice as
extensive as the A.M.C. Guide, the reference to which we are perhaps indebted to your co-author.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has done a great deal in this connection, as has the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, and I think could properly express chagrin at the omission. If the
statement about Smith and Avery compiling much of the literature indicated omission of major
items published as of that date, we would be glad to know of the omission. The supply of the
Katahdin Bibliography is running low and any deficiencies could be corrected at the next
reprinting.
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I was pleased to learn from Mrs. Eckstorm that you had been able to make additional use of her
material.
Referring to the authorship of the item, it runs in my mind that after Mr. Tabor's article on Birds
of Katahdin we sent to him a Katahdin Bibliography. He was not aware of its existence at the
time of his item, apparently.
I assume that you know that Arthur Stupka is the Ranger Naturalist of the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park at Gatlinburg, Tenn. Presumably he will see your item but by reason of
his extensive interest you might wish to place a copy in his hands.
We have just recently secured the Dawson 1916-1920 photographs and lantern slides of
Katahdin.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and to avoid delay sent out during his absence.
{File Katahdin}
October 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Robert Mathews.
Dear Mr. Mathews:
I read with very considerable interest and pleasure your letter of 9 October. You were quite right
in thinking that our work extended west only to the junction of the side trail to Little Wilson
Falls and that it was restricted to painting. I understand that the major difficulty is between the
Falls and Savages Mills and we shall care for that at the earliest opportunity. On that occasion I
shall make my presence known and hope to have the pleasure of making good use of your most
kind invitation.
I concluded to write Prof. Moore to see what I could develop as to the 1946 edition of the
Boarstone difficulties. Your letter leads me to anticipate an encouraging response. I have, of
course, had considerable contact with the problems of private ownership versus public use.
England is an outstanding example of these difficulties. It always seemed to me most
extraordinary that in Maine (where we have a tradition of semi-public use) this most unusual
situation should have been precipitated by a Maine resident. This is one of a few incidents of this
situation within the state. Speaking of our peculiarities of Maine laws, it may be of some interest
to you to see our item on Maine Guide Laws which appeared in the January 1945 issue of
Appalachian Trailwav News. I have asked that a copy be sent to you.
If you learn anything more of the Boarstone situation or any other local developments, I hope
you will bear in mind our interest.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and to avoid delay sent out during his absence.
October 15, 1946. Othieler Dore Murray (Wm. Dore’s daughter) to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of October 10, regarding the Appalachian Trail map. Mr. Dore has been
very critically ill and is still hospitalized. He was discharged on Sept. 12th and two days later
contracted lobar pneumonia, from which he recovered quite satisfactorily and seemed to be
gaining quite well. About ten days ago he was taken ill with pneumonia again and taken by
ambulance to the Greenville hospital where he is at present. His recovery is very slow and the Dr.
says he will be there another month unless he progresses more rapidly. I went up to see him
today and he is feeling some better than he was but is still not able to do any writing. He asked
me to write to you and explain the situation and tell you that as soon as he is able he will send
you the map and answer your letter. I hope this arrangement will be satisfactory to you.
October 15, 1946. Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am sorry that our slight editorial changes should have caused you so much perturbation. It
seemed to me that these alterations were improvements; but since you feel otherwise we have
reverted to your original text. After all, this is an article which falls into the category of "valuable”
rather than "literary," so that the question of style is a minor consideration. Most teachers of
composition disapprove of using one word many times, but if you care to use e.g. "expedition"
three times in one short paragraph, and "area" three times in three lines, that is after all a minor
matter and I bow to your wishes. There is only one change that I feel is essential, namely, where
on page 7 of your manuscript you say, "Particularly unique." Since unique means one of a kind,
it is impossible to have it modified. I have substituted "Particularly outstanding," since that is a
phrase that you had used elsewhere in your article. If there is some other phrase that you would
prefer to substitute I should be glad to do so.
I note that in the footnote concerning the photographer which you have added, that you speak of
him as "Stodder." In your manuscript, on the photographs and in all Jean Stephenson’s
correspondence he has always been spoken of as "Stoddar." I have assumed that the latter is
correct and made the necessary changes in the footnote.
Thank you for giving this matter so much of your attention.
October 16, 1946. Ralph S. Palmer, Instructor in Zoology, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie,
New York, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I am glad to have your letter of October 14th and will try to explain some matters which you
mention.
You express chagrin at omission of the reprint of Katahdin section of the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine from the bibliography of my bird paper. I always use this guide and
originally included it; Taber, however, uses the other. He reacted strongly on this point, insisting
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on inclusion of the smaller guide and omission of the one I preferred, stating that he would not
cooperate in writing this bird paper if I did not make the change. It seemed a picayune matter to
get excited about and I was quick to tell him so. I finally compromised because (l) it would have
been foolish to write a paper which omitted his data and (2) the map in the smaller guide does
more nearly cover locations mentioned in the bird paper. All too soon, in writing this paper, I
became aware of conflicts between persons interested in the Trail or Katahdin--matters in which
I do not wish to become involved, and which have no place in a bird paper.
The comment that Smith and Avery compiled “much" of the literature on Katahdin is strictly my
own. I have compiled bibliographies myself, and never feel that one is complete, as of date
published or some prior date. The Katahdin literature is large and it was natural that you should
fail to turn up everything. I don*t know that you have missed any "major items" from your point
of view; as a Zoologist, an item, though small in size, can be of major importance to me if it
supplies some wanted and accurate information. I have come across a number of these.
If the Katahdin bibliography is to be revised when the present stock is exhausted, why not state
year of publication of the many journal items where you have omitted it? I have often wished
you had done this.
Carpenter (p. 11 of Smith & Avery): you have only one of his two Katahdin items, both of which
I have cited in my bird paper. Dugmore (p. 18 of S. & A.): compare with same in my
bibliography in bird article. Bull. Mass. Aud. Soc. (p. 42): this is the item under Harris in my
bird paper; it was unsigned. Maynard (p. 42): actually this is a paper by joint authors, although it
was Maynard (of the two) who contributed the Snow Bunting data---p. 372 of article. You have
cited this as though Snow Bunting on Katahdin were the title of the article and that the long
article dealt with this one subject. This item is Maynard and Brewster in the bird paper. C. A.
Stephens (p. 55): If you feel that one of his items is worthy of inclusion, why not also the
numerous others which he contributed to Youth’s Companion and elsewhere and in which he
wrote of the mountain? I wouldn't want the job of hunting up all these! {I could mention
numerous other matters if time permitted.}
I mention the above points not in an attempt to be destructively critical, but rather to show you
that I have had some experience with bibliographies, also with the Katahdin literature, and am
perfectly familiar with the useful Smith and Avery compilation. Having but recently survived the
trials and pitfalls of co-authorship as best I could, I hope this letter makes it plain that the bird
paper was done as best I could do it and with no wilful intention of slighting anybody!
You mention Arthur Stupka, I knew him personally when he was in Maine. He was one of about
70 persons to whom reprints of the bird paper were sent.
October 17, 1946. Myron Avery to R. P. Thaxter, Spruce Wood Engineer, Great Northern
Paper Company, 6 State Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Thaxter:
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1 am very much indebted to you for the courtesy of your answer of 10 October 1946 to my
communication of September 19th to Mr. Cook. You have certainly furnished me with very full
information as to your Debsconeag Road. While it is off of our Katahdin Map, we have other
maps on which the road would appear and that is why I am glad to have its exact location.
The maps of T.4 R.11 and T.5 R.11 also give us additional information. The section where I feel
that our map is somewhat weak lies in T.5 R.10 and T.4 R.10. I do not wish to make burdensome
requests but if it happens that these are Great Northern Towns, if you have any maps for these
Towns, it would greatly help us in keeping our map current.
I am pleased to note that you have in mind to forward any additional information on the area
which may be developed. For the purpose of permitting you to have a full appreciation of the
extent of the Maine Guidebook, I have sent one to you under separate cover. When you examine
the Guide, you can appreciate that we would be interested in any errors, developments or
changes in the terrain covered by the maps and the detailed description of The Appalachian Trail.
I understand that the road in question is barred to motor travel.
Copy to Mr. Dyer
{Copy in Katahdin folder; map sent to Dyer 10/17/46}
October 17, 1946. Myron Avery to John F. Worthington, 112 Pinckney Street,
Boston 14, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Worthington:
I had begun to wonder why I had not had any response from the builders of the O-J-I trails, when
your letter of October 7th arrived. My Intention of getting into your hands at an early date the
revised trail description experienced some delay, so that all of your voluminous notes relate to
the first edition which I had discarded.
I am very appreciative of all of the comment which you here furnished and I am going to try to
revise the description to include your comments. I will send this to you and I hope you will feel
free to indicate an objection to anything which is not entirely accurate.
I have read with much interest of your new activity in cutting the trail up along the north side of
the slide to the Lower Ledges. Incidentally, I like your terms "Lower and Upper ledges” and
think that they should be used. Your letter also clears up a mystery and that is why my efforts to
locate the big boulder were so futile. If you will look at the 1945 Supplement, I think you will
find that, through misunderstanding, its location was wrongly indicated. This is what caused my
fruitless search. I had a feeling that perhaps it was located in the first clearing.
Incidentally, I have been looking through some old photographs and find that we have some very
excellent representations of the location of these pre-1932 slides. Further, the lantern slides and
negatives taken by Dawson of the 1916 A.M.C. Katahdin trip have been turned over to the Trail
Conference. I wish we could identify the people on that excursion. You might think it
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worthwhile to look back over the issues of Appalachia which reported that trip and tell me if,
after three decades, there are any of these people who you think could furnish the identification
which is missing from the Dawson slides.
I marvel at the industry of Mr. Knickerbocker and yourself in opening new routes. With our
difficulties at Katahdin, we wish that we might be able to divert that energy into our Appalachian
Trail maintenance problems between the West Branch and Katahdin Stream. I suppose, however,
that, since we could not offer the zest of building new trails, we could not compete with the O-J-I
inducements. Incidentally, we were obliged to relocate half a mile between Grassy Pond and
Katahdin Stream on our last trip, in order to avoid the beaver work. That is cedar swamp area
and the flat country makes for little improvement.
I think, as a guidebook writer and a measurer of trails, that I have one legitimate complaint to
make against you and Knickerbocker. What the equivalent is of high treason in trail activities
would be I cannot say, but certainly after a trail has been measured, there should be a law to
prohibit any changes or relocations. For the sake of consolation to my falling eyesight, I hope
that you will write me that the work done on the east side was after Labor Day. I thought that
your white paint marks ended at the wash; that is, my 1.25 m. If I should have seen the trail on
the north side of the slide, I shall be chagrined indeed.
As soon as I can revamp the second revision, I will forward two copies to you. I hope that you
and Knickerbocker will continue to keep us posted of each year’s developments.
I expect to be in Boston some time soon but, due to the uncertainty of my plans, I thought that I
had better write to you at this time.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy in Katahdin file}
October 17, 1946. John W. Clark to Kendrick Burns. [This remarkable account, from the
John W. Clark letters rather than the Avery collection, offers a very different insight into travels
along the Appalachian Trail shortly after WWII. Clark worked for the S.D. Warren paper mill in
Westbrook, Maine, which made paper from hardwood pulpwood.]
SUBJECT: Pulpwood Between Monson and Katahdin
During the week of October 5 - 1 2 , Peggy and I traveled on foot from just outside of Monson, north to
Mt. Katahdin. Since the country traveled over is primarily wilderness which is little frequented, we thought
to make a report on the wood conditions might be worth while. With this in mind we kept a daily record of
the type of forest encountered. It should be born in mind that the report while accurately describing the
narrow cross- section traversed might give an erroneous impression of the region as a whole. In other words,
we describe conditions along a narrow path, on either side of the path they may vary greatly.
After deciding to make the trip, the first step was to get maps. We wrote the U. S. Geodetic Survey for
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topographical maps and found that the region from the West Branch of the Pleasant River north to Katahdin
had never been surveyed and mapped. From the State we obtained a "watershed survey" map with the
warning that "all locations are approximate only". Since we planned to follow in general the route of the old
Appalachian or Maine to Georgia Trail, we wrote the Maine Appalachian Trail Conference [sic] and from
them obtained our best maps of the region although again "all locations are approximate only". (We have
decided that when they say “approximate” they mean it.) The Appalachian Trail was once well cleared all
the way through Maine. Although a few sections have been recently cleared, a large part of the trail has been
obliterated by cutting operations, hurricane damage, and the general neglect of the war years. Plans are
underway to reclear the whole trail in the future. We experienced no difficulty in following the general route
of the trail although we did not try to keep on its exact location.
October 4th.
Reached Bingham in the evening and spent some time with Ed Belcher. Ed went to a lot of trouble to show
us around and we very much appreciated it. We were greatly impressed at the scale of the operations and the
amount of equipment. Peggy particularly admired the big pile of 100 lb. bags of sugar and the cooler full of
beef. (Unfortunately, Ed snapped the lock tight before we left.)
October 5th.
Started at 5:30 A.M. for Monson. Traveled by road through small second growth hardwood to Bodfish
siding on the C.P. just north of Monson. Took the Maine Seaboard Paper Company tote road to a point
opposite the old damsite on Long Pond Stream. Here we left the tote road and waded the waist deep stream
(quite cool) and ascended the West end of the Barren-Chairback range (2600 ft.) through mature but sparse
hardwood forest. Birches 75% dead. The Barren-Chairback range is a long ridge containing a number of
peaks and extending northeast from the junction of Vaughn Stream with Long Pond Stream to the West
Branch of the Pleasant River. Its sides are very steep and rocky but its top wide and flat. The surrounding
country has been heavily cut over but the escarpment like sides of the ridge have protected its summit from
cutting.
We traveled for miles in magnificent virgin spruce timber with ankle- deep moss underfoot, and spent the
night at Cloud Pond, a small mountain pond in the heart of the spruce forest. Unfortunately, we understand
that the Maine Seaboard Paper Company is starting operations which will eventually cut the top of the ridge.
October 6th.
Left Cloud Pond and followed the ridge to the vicinity of "Third Mountain” where we headed down an
unnamed brook for the east end of Long Pond. The spruce along this section is interspersed with birch and
our descent was through what had been a beautiful birch forest. The bronze birch borer had been at work
here the worst of any section we encountered. Out of hundreds of trees counted, literally only one or two
were not dead or nearly so. We estimated that over 95% of the birch were killed.
We picked up the Long Pond tote road at the end of Long Pond and followed it four miles through heavily
cut-over country growing up in small spruce and fir to the West Branch of the Pleasant River. Here we left
our packs and followed upstream a few miles to where it flows through the once famous "Gulf Hagas". The
sight is well worth the trip. Returning, we followed downstream a mile and turned north up Hay Brook
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which we mistook for White Brook. The growth of young softwoods in this region is very fine but difficult
to travel through. Our goal was White Cap Mountain (3707 ft.) on whose top a Fire Warden is stationed in
dry weather. Realizing we were on the wrong brook, we headed northeast coming suddenly out of the
softwoods into an old burn and continuing through small hardwood growth until we picked up the Fire
Warden’s telephone line. The young yellow and white birch seemed unaffected by the borer.
Followed the telephone line up a long slow climb in hardwood brush to the Warden’s cabin (no
one home). Here we took a dip in a pool in the brook and cooked our supper.
After supper we climbed very steeply through uncut small mountain fir and the last mile
to the summit and unrolled our sleeping bags on top in the moonlight.
October 7th.
We wished to get across the swampy East Branch region and reach the Great Northern Paper
Company’s Kokadjo-"B”-Pond log hauling road near Yoke Ponds by night. Since the route lead
through a tangle of swamps and lumbered and burned country (through which the Appalachian
Trail was declared closed), we got up at 4:30 and cooked breakfast by firelight. We carried the
food up into the fire tower which was not locked and watched the dawn break as we ate. Far to
the north we could faintly see the great bulk of Katahdin looming above the morning mists and
to the south the Barren ledges that we had traversed two days before. All around were mountain
ranges largely wooded with birch. There were hundreds of acres of dead, naked trees with only
an occasional splash of gold to indicate a living tree. If anyone doubts the extent of the ravages
of the bronze birch borer, I would particularly recommend a trip to the summit of White Cap.
We followed an old lumber road down through young softwoods gradually giving way to
hardwoods to the ruined White’s (?) Lumber camps. Here we left the route of the Appalachian
Trail and headed Northwest through the alder swamps to try to hit the old dam at the outlet of
First West Branch Pond. This section of the world was created only for beaver and ducks and we
found that it should be left to them although some spots showed a nice growth of white cedar.
We found the ruined dam, crossed the West Branch on it, and continued through maturing
hardwood forest to Chadwick's camps.
Originally, we planned to head by compass due north across the extensive East Branch swamp
and reach the high ground in the vicinity of Yoke Ponds. Mr. Chadwick suggested that if we
went east to the old dam on the East Branch of the Pleasant River, we could pick up the old
Chesuncook Shanty road which followed its north bank below the dam. We followed the West
Branch Ponds through fine spruce growth which is being cut by G. N. to the east end of Third
West Branch Pond. From here we traversed a mile or two of cedar swamps till we hit Logan
Brook. This we followed through beaver flows to the ruins of the very extensive Joe Guy's
lumber camp. From the camp ground we cut across a series of low knolls densely covered with
young spruce and fir and separated by alder swamp to the old dam. Back in the days of the
Katahdin Iron Works before the G. N. Greenville-Millinocket road was built, the Chesuncook
Shanty road was the main line of communication between the Iron Works and the ChesuncookRipogenus section. Unused for many years it can still be plainly followed. We traversed it down
the East Branch about six miles to the G. N. Kokadjo-"B”-Pond road. This region should provide
good hardwood pulp in a few more years. Going north on the "B” Pond road we came to a fresh
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buckboard road heading toward Cooper Brook. We followed this to the brook and then followed
the Cooper Brook tote road down to the fifty foot Cooper Brook Falls making camp just at dark.
A number of lives were lost at these falls in the days of long log driving. But after thirteen hours and over
twenty miles of steady plowing through swamps, we slept much too soundly to be bothered by ghosts.
OCTOBER 8th.
We followed the Cooper Brook tote road through spruce and hemlock to the active G. N. camp near Cooper
Pond. On the way, we met three teams going out to haul in supplies for the large camp. The driver of the
third team was quite talkative. He asked us where we were from (much difficulty in getting out English
words). We told him Westbrook. Be said, ”1 live by Westabrook seex year - tree year South Windham, den
tree year probation on farm -- beeg Roosian run farm. His sister, he live In Westabrook - -fine beeg redhair
beetch. You know heem?”
From the camp we went north through the remnants of a cutover White Pine forest till we reached the big
burn and Lower Joe Mary Lake. We followed the shore of the lake west and then cut off across the
Potaywadjo Ridge. The burn is covered with a nice Popple growth and in a few years should supply good
pulpwood. From the ridge descended through rough, recently cut-over spruce country to the west end of
Pemadumcook Lake and from there northwest reaching the Nahmakanta at the old Mahar campground. We
went up the Nahmakanta to the south end of Nahmakanta lake and there camped. The trip up Nahmakanta
stream is through beautiful young hardwoods with much healthy young birch.
October 9th.
Followed up the shore of the lake to the Wadleigh Valley and then left the lake and headed up the valley to
Wadleigh Pond to explore the beaver flows and look for Moose. An abundance of moose sign in this
country. We left Wadleigh and circled north around Nesuntabunt Mountain coming back to Nahmakanta
Lake at its upper end where Pollywog Stream enters it. This entire section is covered by beautiful, mature
hardwood forest. It should provide excellent pulpwood.
Leaving Nahmakanta we followed Rainbow stream north through young hardwoods gradually changing to
an extensive mature hardwood forest ending suddenly at the great Rainbow burn at the Rainbow Lake dam.
This hardwood section is primarily beech and maple so that the ravages of the birch borer is not so
noticeable.
We followed the south shore of the Rainbow Lake its entire length through the burn. (This is an awful
object lesson on fire.) and camped in a small stand of unburned pine on the southeast end of the lake.
October 10th.
Headed northeast across a corner of the burn then through rough terrain with sparse mature hardwoods
alternating with cut-over spruce to the Nesowadnehunk Falls on the West Branch of the Penobscot where
we crossed on the cable bridge built by the C.C.C. From here up Nesowadnehunk stream (with a bath in the
pool at the foot of "Big Niagara Falls" – Brr!) to Daicey Pond. The Nesowadnahunk is nondescript mixed
young hard and soft woods.
From Daicey Pond, a wide trail leads through the cedar swamps to the Katahdin stream campsite on the
Greenville-Millinocket road where our car was parked. We went past the car and on up Katahdin to spend
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the night high on the Hunt Spur.
October 11th
Getting up in the bright light of a full moon at 4:30 A.M. we had breakfast and were on top of
Baxter Peak shortly after sunrise. From here we headed north west across the barren tableland
descending into the "Saddle”. Climbing up from the "Saddle" we just came over the edge of the
tableland when we stopped short. There only thirty feet away was a big, beautiful, shiny bear
padding toward us. The bear also stopped short, and we looked at each other. I knew the bear
should turn and run away, but from the way he stood and looked at us, I began to wonder if he
knew that he should.
Peggy finally said quietly but very firmly, "You better run, mister Bear, or we’ll broil you for
our lunch". Apparently the bear understood for he turned and ran about a hundred feet, then
stood on his hind legs and looked back at us for a second. Then turning, he ran on and we
watched him for nearly two hundred yards across the bare tableland till he reached the cover of a
pile of boulders.
We spent the rest of the day on Katahdin returning to the car and driving home that night. There
is no wood in this section (except perhaps in the inaccesible "Klondike" region) since it is mostly
above the timberline.
The forest conditions that impressed us most were:
The magnificent virgin spruce on the Barren-Chairback range.
The extent of birch destruction in this region and around White Cap.
The Popple growth around lower Joe Mary Lake
The young hardwoods along the Nahmakanta.
The beautiful mature hardwood forest along Wadleigh Valley and Rainbow stream.
The terrible destruction of the Rainbow burn.
The absolute endlessness of some alder swamps.
The birch destruction seemed much worse on the southern end of the route than it was farther
north. In the White Cap Barren region it ran nearly 90%. Farther north this dropped to 50%. The
thick young stands along the Nahmakanta seemed unaffected.
There seemed to be an abundance of hardwoods suitable for pulp all along the way. However, its
scattered nature and distance from roads would probably make operating expensive. The
inaccesibility of the Nahmakanta region might make harvesting of its fine hardwoods
uneconomic.
Subject:

Contents of Two Packs – Sustained Jack and Peggy Clark during five-day
mountain trip – 1946 – Total weight forty-eight pounds.

Packs -

2 sleeping bags
1 tent

) Boots
) Socks

) Compass
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2 sweaters
2 flannel shirts
2 pair wool socks
1 pair sneakers
1 towel
Cooking -

1 2-qt. aluminum kettle
2 aluminum cups
2 spoons
1 salt
1 pepper
2 book matches

Miscellaneous -

Toilet -

) Pants
Pockets ) wallet
Wear ) Underpants
) keys
) Cotton shirt
) handkerchief

½ dish towel
½ soap
- steelwool
1 carrying can

1 flashlight
2 “ cells
1 “ bulb
1 hunting knife
1 compass match box
- Maps
½ roll toilet paper
1 rawhide boot lace
1 Reader’s Digest
2 oz. fly dope
1 needle and thread

12 band aid
½ oz. Unguentine
1 ½ oz. zinc oxide
2 oz. mineral oil
1 razor
2 blades
2 tooth brushes
1 comb
1 mirror
1 pr. tweezers
½ pencil

Food Bag 2 loaves of bread
(9 lbs. 14 oz.) 1 lb. cheese
1 ¼ lb. Salami
6 oz. Egg noodles
12 oz. dehydrated baked beans
½ lb. rice
½ lb. split peas
1 can tomato soup
3 oz dehydrated onions

3 oz. dehydrated cheese
25 prunes
12 chocolate bars (5 cent size)
12 lumps sugar
2 oz. rea
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1 ½ oz. dehydrated parsley
October 18, 1946. Fred Greenhalgh, New York City, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Capt. Avery:
Waiting to say thank you for having the Sept. issue of Trailway News mailed to me, and I
enjoyed reading the news of the changes in camp ownership etc., but as I said it made me feel
sad at the changes taking place, for some how I feel the new camps won’t have the same feeling
for things as the old timers did. Especially in the cases when the new owners are not natives of
Maine, am afraid they could be more apt to look upon it as a Business and not as part of their life
as the old ones did. One thing that I think is going to make a great big change is the using of
planes to hop in to camps. I understand that most of those going into the Antlers do so by plane. I
realize all the time that can be saved but when you are on a vacation isn’t it a good idea to give
up being in such a rush for a while. To me the trip into camp was an enjoyable part of my outing;
what if it did take 5 or 6 hours. First the auto trip in from town to the wharf, then the first motor
boat, then the trip up along side of Jo Mary stream, then the second motor boat up to camp; after
that trip you had the feeling that you really were way back from everything; a feeling I doubt I
would have after a plane trip of a few minutes in from Bangor or Millinocket. Yet that is what
Leon dreamed about: a plane of his own. So maybe I am too old fashioned. With the food
situation as it is poor Leon would have had to do a lot of worrying.
Things surely are in a mess mostly caused by the way the labor unions have been allowed to get
out of control—many of which the communists have gotten into and taken them over; and all
these strikes under way are for other purposes than just to increase wages and decrease the
amount of work done. If we had a President with any guts such as Teddy R. bet there wouldn’t
be any such goings on as there are in labor unions. As I said in a letter to a friend that I thought it
would have been a lot better for the non union people here if it had been a bunch of those radical
Russia loving union leaders who had their necks stretched instead of the top Nazis who did get
it—not that they didn’t deserve it also; and let them and thousands of others who feel the same
way from the things you hear said. I may not ever get up to camp again, but I hope I will always
be interested in hearing about the Maine Woods; and your little magazine will speak of the parts
I love most, so I am going to enclose $1.00 to have my name put on the list to receive the 3
yearly issues.
I hope you and yours have enjoyed good health and continue to do so. You have had a long stay
in Washington. Again thanking you and with my kindest regards I will say good by for now.
P.S. Here’s a funny one—I started reading that letter from a friend of Leon’s and I had read
about a third of it before I realized that I was that friend.
P.S. The labor unions are not the only cause for a lot of our troubles; many of the causes are right
in Wash. D.C. Hope some of them can be removed in Nov. elections, and all the others in 1948.
October 19,1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
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I have your letter of 15 October. I am having sent to you two copies of the 1945 and 1946
Supplements. Your name is on our list to receive automatically this publication, and I can only
assume that in your moving around in the Army they never caught up with you. I have personally
had the list checked to make sure there will be no slip in your receiving the 1947 Supplement and
the revised pages.
I have further news for you on the mapping of the blank section in northern Maine. The flying
will probably be done next spring, just before the foliage comes out. There are two types of work
in the State. One is co-operative, where the State puts in part of the money and indicates the area.
The second is with money received from the War Department, which is responsible for much of
the work on the border. The survey people say they have money from the War Department which
would permit their doing the quadrangle immediately east (Stacyville) and the one south of it.
There seems to be no indication as to when that work might be done and I can hardly conceive of
it as an indefinite continuing appropriation. If the Park authorities induce the State to select the
Katahdin region for cooperative work, it would meet the problem. The Survey people said the
State was manifesting interest in the North East Carry area.
I am very glad to have the measurements on the Debsconeag Pond. Your letter crossed mine
about it. I am incorporating the data into the 1947 Supplement. What I do not have is the distance
from the forks on the Katahdin road to the beginning of this road. The Debsconeag Road as you
have traced it will go very nicely on the next edition of our Katahdin map and it should appear
since it affords access to an interesting part of the Penobscot.
Also, I have read with great interest about the developments at Trout Brook. I was under the
impression that the graveled road ended at McCarty Camp, but I conclude from your sketch on
the map that this is an error. The editor of Trailway News would like to use in the January issue
the substance of your comment on Hamlin Peak and I am enclosing two copies of the note she
has in mind. You might correct and return to her one of the carbons.
I had expected to go to Lubec this week-end but bad weather canceled the plane trips so I am
putting it off until next week. The trip will be too hurried to see anyone.
Appalachia is printing my item on Photographers at Katahdin and I have asked them to send you
the issue (December).
Please continue to keep us posted as to what occurs in the area.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
{Copy filed Katahdin file.}
October 19, 1946. Myron Avery to Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia, 4 Mercer Circle,
Cambridge 38, Mass.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

190

My dear Miss Hurd:
I have your letter of 15 October.
I might well let the entire matter rest with that expression of editorial righteousness but I feel
some obligation to call attention to one change which should be made. Stodder is spelled with an
"e". It appears as "a" in virtually all references to him and in the original manuscript it was so
spelled. Later, in further checking Stodder’s history, I found this was incorrect, and in the note
on him the correct spelling was used. The correction was made on our copies of the manuscript. I
believe it was also made on the original but that may have been overlooked in the haste of
returning the original to you. If this appears as an "a" I will have harsh words from my Bangor
correspondents.
I rather think that we must be discussing two entirely different situations. You speak of "minor
editorial changes". My recollection is of extensive amputation, typewritten inserts and ghost
writing. As to the word "unique”, the picture referred to is just that--the only one of its kind so
far as is known. "Particularly” means "especially", and was to emphasize the "uniqueness" of
that specific picture. I do not find any particular difficulty in high-lighting its character by using
the phrase, "Particularly unique". If it troubled you, why not have eliminated the "Particularly"
and left the "unique", as that is what the author intended?
I am interested in the designation of this item as "valuable" rather than "literary". I had not
appreciated that Appalachia featured items of the latter character. I anticipate soon an
opportunity to read the issues produced during the war years and I should be interested to know
items which you classify as "literary”.
In the "Dictated, read and signed" note to your letter, do I detect a very faint note of irritation?
Am I to understand that you would have preferred to have had the manuscript held another three
days, until I could have signed the letter? I had not realized that my autograph was so valuable! I
come and go, and do these things when opportunity permits. It was my thought that the
information in the letter was the important item, not the signature, but I will be at pains to bear in
mind your views as this is certainly one point where I can conform to your editorial wishes.
I trust that the next year will bring you both less difficult contributors and more efficient editorial
board members to lighten the labors which you perform with such "particularly outstanding"
ability.
{Copy filed Katahdin file}
October 20, 1946. Robert E. Mathews, Ohio State Univesity, Columbus 2, Ohio, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Capt. Avery:
I have appreciated your two letters and the Trailway News and Supplements to the Guide to the
A.T. in Maine. These have now all been forwarded to me from Monson.
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I note in the 1946 Supplement a statement that 2 new maps were distributed to purchasers of the
Maine Guide, I never received these and should appreciate copies. If your records show they
were sent, I shall be pleased to send the 20¢ price.
Please also change my address on your records from 2311 N. Powhatan St., Arlington, Va.
(where these maps may have gone) to the College of Law at Ohio State University.
October 20, 1946. Myron Avery to Miss Constance Sellman, Newton Center, Mass.
Dear Miss Sellman:
I am afraid that I should have hardly been able to comply with the three-day limitation on the
galley proof, except that cancelation of plane reservations due to the week-end storm resulted in
my receiving your letter Saturday rather than the latter part of the next week.
1 should say by way of explanation as to author’s and printer’s corrections that through
misunderstanding the editor changed the spelling of Stodder from that in the manuscript.
Apparently Appalachia does not follow the practice of returning the manuscript with the proof.
While I am on the subject, I might as well clear up the entire matter by saying I have no interest
in placing orders for reprints, but any copies which might come to me in due course might be
sent to some of my sources in the following order:
Mr. Albert Fowler, Norcross, Maine.
Mr. John P. Fox, City Club of New York, Hotel Russell,
45 Park Avenue, New York 16, N.Y.
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S Street, N.W., Washington 7, D.C.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, 173 Wilson Street, Brewer, Me.
Mr. Harold J. Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine.
{Enclosure: galley proof (3)}
October 21, 1946. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, 315 North Western
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
Gentlemen:
You will recall that from time to time in the past we have ordered from you quantities of the
Titanium Oxide paint in quart cans which is used on the Appalachian Trail. We wish to place a
further order to be sent to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. It is our understanding that where paint is ordered in lots in excess of ten
gallons, freight is paid where it is sent to one address. On our understanding that twelve quarts
are contained in one of your cartons, we wish, out of our total order of twenty gallons, paint to be
distributed as follows:
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Lawson E. Reeves, Dryden, Maine
E. Guy Frizzell, University of Tennessee Experiment
Station, Knoxville, Tenn.
W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Ned K. Anderson, Sherman, Gaylordsville, Connecticut

-

12 quarts

-

12 quarts
12 quarts
12 quarts

and the remainder (32 quarts) to be sent to The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
In addition, we wish to have the order include ten gallons of blue paint in quart cans, to be sent to
the Trail Conference.
We assume that you will send the bill to this office.
Dictated by Captain Avery and sent out during his absence.
October 21, 1946. Marion Park to Lawson E. Reeves, Dryden, Maine; E. Guy Frizzell,
University of Tennessee Experiment Station, Knoxville, Tennessee;W. H. Sawyer, Bates
College, Lewiston, Maine; Ned K. Anderson, Sherman, Gaylordsville, Connecticut.
Gentlemen:
Since we were placing a bulk order for Appalachian Trail paint, we thought it would be a
convenience to have paint sent to you for storage. I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr.
Seymour Smith, so that he may know that there is a cache at Mr. Anderson’s upon which he can
draw.
October 22, 1946. Myron Avery to Mr. William Eggleston, Manager, Spruce Woods
Department, Eastern Corporation, Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mr. Eggleston:
I am writing to you in connection with a publication of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
entitled Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This publication, which describes the
Appalachian Trail route of 266 miles across Maine, also contains an extensive section on
Katahdin. The volume, which appeared in 1941, contains a section relating to the area north of
Katahdin and furnishes detailed measurements for the old Trout Brook and Pogy Roads. We
have been advised that these roads have been made into fire-roads and we obtained some data as
to distances which appeared in the 1945 Supplement. To illustrate why I am making this inquiry,
I have sent under separate cover a copy of the section of the Maine Guide which was reproduced
as the Katahdin Reprint. You will note the description of the Trout Brook Road and the Pogy
Road on pages 136 and 140.
A number of years ago your company very kindly furnished the Conference with copies of maps
so that we could prepare for hikers’ use a rough outline map of the area. We are engaged in
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checking and correcting our Katahdin Region Map, which by reason of the developments in the
Trout Brook area is now very much out of date. You will note this map in the Katahdin Reprint.
The situation led me to inquire as to whether you have available a corrected map of the towns in
the Katahdin region where you are now engaged in carrying on operations, such as T.4 R.10 and
T.5 R.10, T.5 R.9, T.6 R.10 and T.6 R.9, which would indicate the location of the new road, any
lumber roads or camps built. It is my understanding that the present road extends as far as
McCarty Camp and that it is probable that it will be continued beyond that area.
Under these circumstances, I had thought to write to inquire whether you hare available any
maps or would furnish any information with respect to the prospective operations through 1946
and 1947 which would serve to keep our information current. We shall be very much obliged to
you for any assistance which you can furnish to us in this connection.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
October 24,1946. Myron Avery to Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Greenville, Maine
Dear Mr. Hutton:
You will recall that in response to my letter you wrote on September 17th that the Trail work on
Bigelow had not yet been completed. I had written making inquiry with the thought that I could
arrange to get leave to get into the area to see the work.
Since I have not heard from you, I assume that it has not been finished. There is little time
between now and when snow flies, so I assume the whole thing will go over to another year. In
that event, I hope you will be able to get it on the Spring work, for with the Trail already in bad
condition as a result of the war situation, two years more would make an almost impossible
situation.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
Copy to: Hon. Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner.
October 24, 1946. Myron Avery to Fred J. Greenhalgh, 2430 University Avenue, New York
63 N.Y.
Dear Mr. Greenhalgh:
I have your letter of October 10th.
The September Appalachian Trailway News told you of our trip to Maine this summer. We did
not get to Joe Mary and I learned nothing of what is happening there.
Incidentally, Harold Legasser, Potter’s son-in-law, came to Washington to take a Government
job this Spring. He is living with some friends. Eleanor and the baby are in Millinocket. I do not
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believe it can be a very satisfying existence for him. I have had him over a few times and have
taken him to the mountains to show him the country.
I feel, as you do, a sadness in the change in the camp proprietors. The new people are more on
the type of hotel operators and do not have that woods background that characterized men like
Potter and Berry.
I have asked that a couple of additional copies of the Trailwav News containing the item about
Leon be mailed to you. We sent them to Mrs. Potter. Incidentally, we were very much disturbed
to find that we had not obtained your permission to use your note. It was intended to be done but
the editor misunderstood and thought permission had already been secured and hence failed to
communicate with you. We have heard a number of persons comment on the sentiment and
philosophy of your note and we are very glad that we could have made use of it.
I have not been released from service and anticipate being in Washington for some time longer.
I hope you will continue to keep me posted as to your activities. I have made arrangements to
have your subscription entered to Appalachian Trailway News through the year of 1947.
P.S. Perhaps you will like to know that the birch-bark-framed photograph of Katahdin from Joe
Mary which you gave me hangs in my library.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
October 28, 1946.

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE

Memorandum to the Board of Managers and Class D Members
In previous years it had been the procedure of the Chairman to send to Board Members bulletins
and communications dealing with Trail matters of particular importance or interest. Also, by
reason of the unusual increase in Class D members (a source of gratification to Conference
officials.), these reports have been sent to our Class D members. Appalachian Trailway News
has provided, to a large degree, a medium for giving these reports even wider circulation.
However, the material available for publication, quite in excess of available publication space,
precluded detailed discussion there of some matters which I wish to place before the Board.
These are:
1. -PROPOSED RELOCATION OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL BETWEEN THE GREAT
SMOKIES AND THE YELLOW CREEK-WAUCHECHA-CHEOAH RANGE
The problem, here presented, is outlined in the explanatory news item of Board Member E. Guy
Frizzell of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, in the September 1946 Appalachian Trailway
News. The Board of Directors of the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club has now formally
recommended, for consideration by the Conference, the relocation discussed by Mr. Frizzell. The
terrain affected is that which has been allocated for maintenance to the Smoky Mountains Hiking
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Club. No inter-club relation is involved. However, rather than treat this as a purely local matter,
the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club has wished to have the Conference approval of the proposed
change. The Club unanimously endorsed the proposal. I have heard no opposition. For the
benefit of Conference members, I am summarizing the situation.
Inspection of the map in the Guide To The Appalachian Trail in The Southern Appalachians will
disclose that in its course south through and beyond the-Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
the Trail has a V-shaped course. In fact, Wesser Bald, the north end of the Nantahala Mountains,
where the Trail resumes its direct southern course is almost due south of Clingman’s Dome.
Perhaps 30 miles apart by air line, the distance by Trail is some 67 miles. The reason for the
original route is obvious. There was then no crossing of the Little Tennessee River except the
highway bridge at Topoca, some six miles beyond the western end of the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Further, it was felt that the Trail should embrace all of the
magnificence of the Great Smokies. This route, however, has resulted in difficult maintenance
problems, with no compensating features. Beyond Deals Gap, at the west-end of the Great
Smokies, the route is over 3-1/3 miles of cut-over lands, with no views and difficult to maintain.
The eastern end of the Yellow Creek Range, extending as far as Cable Gap (11.95 m.), is also in
private ownership. It is also extremely difficult to maintain as well as involving strenuous travel.
The proposed change, as outlined by the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, will leave the crest of
the Great Smokies 3 miles east of' Gregory Bald at Doe Knob; this point is 30.84 m. south of
Newfound Gap. (See p. 182 of the Southern Guide.) It would follow a side trail to Fontana Dam
on the Tennessee River. This locality, apart from its interest, affords a base for supplies. Further,
as the center of a recreational development, the routing of the Trail in this area should be to
advantage. The route, south of the river, will come into the Yellow Creek Range at Cable Gap, at
the boundary of the Nantahala National Forest and will thus permit utilization of the Cable Gap
Lean-to, which was built by the Nantahala Forest Service. The terrain of the relocation appears
on the T.V.A. Fontana Quadrangle. From Doe Knob, a side ridge is followed south to Greer
Knob, thence south across Birth Spring Gap and Sassafras Gap to the outlying peak of
Shuckstack, with its fire-tower. From Shuckstack, the proposed relocation crosses the Park
boundary and then Little Shuckstack and, crossing N. C. Highway 288, comes down, to the Little
Tennessee River at Fontana Dam. The route from the Smokies to the River is quite clear. South
to Cable Gap, however, has been less definitely located. Preliminary scouting and information
furnished by S.M.H.C. Past President George Hines, Jr., and Ernest Dickerman, indicate that, on
leaving the Dam at its southern end, the highway would be followed for about a mile, skirting to
the west of the T.V.A. docks, and to the end of the dirt road and beyond by an existing trail south
into Cable Gap. From Doe Knob to Cable Gap, by the former Trail route, was 24.8 miles. It is
estimated that the new route would be approximately 15 miles.
Board Member Frizzell has consulted the Smoky Mountains National Park authorities and the
Supervisor of the Nantahala National Forest. Both approve and the National Park Service will
undoubtedly clear and maintain the section of the relocation extending to the Park boundary just
beyond Shuckstack. From the Park boundary to the River would be a matter of maintenance by
the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, as would the area on the south side of the river to the
Government-owned land in the Nantahala National Forest.
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The disadvantage which might be suggested is the loss in the elimination from the route of the
two outstanding Southern Appalachian balds of Gregory and Parsons, which would be three or
four miles west of The Appalachian Trail. It would be expected that the National Park Service
would continue to maintain this trail to the southern end of the Smokies, apart from The
Appalachian Trail through route, so that hikers could make this particular trip, the same as the
Long Trail in Vermont is traversed. If the Park Service could be persuaded to mark this as a
blue-blazed side trail, the 9 ½ miles between Doe Knob and Deals Gap would be treated
consistently with The Appalachian Trail marking system.
Further, there would be eliminated from the chain, the Gregory Bald Lean-to. Another lean-to
should be constructed between Shuckstack and the State Line; this would eliminate the existing
problem of the gap between Gregory and Cable. (For a consecutive list of lean-tos, see PLANS
FOR AN APPALACHIAN TRAIL LEAN-TO, A.T.C. publication No, 12.) The Park Service has
already authorized the construction of lean-tos at Davenport and Deals Gaps. It might be
disposed to substitute a location on the new route for the formerly approved Deals Gap structure.
The Constitution of the Appalachian Trail Conference, printed in Proceedings of The Eighth
Appalachian Trail Conference, defines the route as follows:
"The Trail shall traverse the following points and localities:
*****thence through the Shenandoah National Park and the Natural Bridge and Unaka
National Forests in Virginia and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in North
Carolina and Tennessee, to a terminus at Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia."
The situation may ultimately require action to make an amendment to the Constitution which
specifies "through * * * the Great Smoky Mountains National Park". However, the delayed
Conference session and the necessity for obtaining immediate approval in order that the
Government units involved may obtain necessary authority to undertake the relocation require
that the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club secure the Conference approval without delay.
I have described this matter in much detail because of the keen interest that the proposal has
aroused.
The T.V.A. Fontana quadrangle, on which most of the route appears, can be had by sending
$0.20 to the U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
I anticipate seeing the terrain in person before the end of the year but I have not thought that my
personal observation would add anything to the detailed reports already submitted. Accordingly,
I am placing this matter before the Board for final action.
I will ask that advice be sent to me by November 15th.
2. GUIDEBOOKS.-The problem of maintaining a series of guides to the Appalachian Trail is
one of considerable difficulty. Fortunately, all A.T.C. published guides were current at the
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outbreak of the war. Sales have permitted repayment of the advance of $500 as underwriting
which made possible the publication of the Southern Guide.
A real difficulty lies in the fact that sales have been at a rate which indicates the probable
exhaustion of both the Southern Guide and the New England Guide within the next year and
certainly within two years. Census of publications on hand is being deferred until the moving of
headquarters, but present indications are:
Guidebook
Guide to A.T. in Southern Appalachians
Guide to A.T. in New England
Supplement

Number on Hand
486
200
173

It is obvious that the major Trail relocation and the new issue of the Southern Guide can well go
hand in hand. The editorial difficulties are, I fear, not fully appreciated. The ultimate labor falls
on a very small number and time is still very much at a premium. Prior to publication, each
Guide requires actual field checking by a person of discerning editorial qualities. All of the
terrain has to be re-traveled. Without it a new edition is impossible. There are unquestionably,
among our members, those who plan extensive trips for 1947, such as through the Smokies or the
Nantahalas or Chattahoochee. Detailed work on one section alone would be a contribution.
The New England Guide is a very unsatisfactory product for a through hiker's use. It covers
principally Massachusetts and Connecticut and the terrain between the White and Green
Mountains. This makes necessary resort to the White Mountain and Green Mountain Guides.
The former volume has been much criticized for through Trail use by reason of its format, in that
trails are described by sections, rather than as a consecutive through trail. Hikers have found it
difficult to follow the through Appalachian Trail in the White Mountains from this Guide.
Improvement was made in the last edition by a listing of the through trails (north-to-south, p.
497) which form The Appalachian Trail. (This portion of the White Mountain Guide, covering
pp, 492- 499, was prepared by the Appalachian Trail Conference at the request of the editor.)
The Supplement to the New England Guide covers the 103 miles between the White and Green
Mountains, which were closed to travel at the time of the issuance of the Guide, due to the 1938
hurricane. As has been pointed out, republication of this Guide obviously requires the
preparation of through trail description reading in both directions, from the Maine line to Mt.
Moosilauke. The revision of this Guide will be a major task. Minute, detailed checking of the
three sections of the existing Guide is an absolute pre- requisite,
I have repeatedly urged the desirability of a Revolving Publication Fund to be handled separately
from other Conference finances. Reserves for publications have been swallowed up in the cost of
the editions required. Our stock of publications represents a distinct financial asset, but not one
that can be realized on to meet problems, such as providing a nucleus for an underwriting fund to
reprint the first guide to become exhausted. I had attempted to stimulate thought in this direction
by the too often futile procedure of appointment of a committee. No report has come from this
committee and I can consider this project as abandoned. In the interval there has been a more
tangible response in the form of an initial contribution of $50 from a Class D member. The
Treasurer has assured us that this will be earmarked as a separate fund.
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3. DIE AND SIGNS.
I stated the problem in this connection at length in Appalachian Trailway News, January, 1946. It
is the matter of finding a metal which will result in a permanent marker as contrasted with the
painted galvanized iron marker used to-day. The problem also means the preparing of a die
which will make the impression for the legend. (Probably it is too shallow but the die used for
the old copper marker cannot now be located.) I quote:
“Realizing that the problem may be solved, by specialized knowledge, the Appalachian
Trail Conference ***asks assistance. The problems are:
1. A tough, lasting material which can be produced as 4 x 4 diamonds, on which the Trail
insignia can be indicated prominently by use of a die.
2. The manufacture of a die sufficiently deep to stamp out prominently the insignia on the
selected material.”
With the wealth of war developments I had anticipated a ready response to this appeal.
Suggestions to date have been disappointingly few and have been restricted to the use of
aluminum of a heavier gauge, a process under consideration at the outbreak of the war. It would
seem that this matter need no longer remain as unsolved and the need is rebroadcast because of
the urgency of the situation.
The Conference has another need as to insignia. Some years ago, P.A.T.C. veteran sign-maker.
President L. F. Schmeckebier, became interested in the matter of a distinguishing sign for use at
highway crossings, which would serve to call attention to The Appalachian Trail, Accordingly,
Dr. Schmeckebier developed and made arrangements for the manufacture of the familiar A. T.
Highway Crossing Sign. To bring the matter to a successful conclusion, in addition he
underwrote the manufacturing costs. The marker was of flexible metal, approximately 10 x 14,
with black letters on a white background. Its legend was as follows:
'‘APPALACHIAN TRAIL
A foot Trail running from Maine to Georgia
For information, write to
Appalachian Trail Conference
[Address]
Washington, D.C."
Later these were distributed at a cost of 25¢ each. Experience indicated that a less flexible
material would be more satisfactory. Moreover, the practice of putting nails through the sign
resulted in rust and disfigurement. There is a steady request for these signs. Replacements are
also required for existing worn-out signs. As in the case of the metal markers, the war processes
should have made available an improved highway crossing sign. Replacement of this sign is
urgently needed. Suggestions for the type will be of great assistance.
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4. HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES.As Appalachian Trailway News has indicated, the war has brought a vastly increased demand for
literature and service. During the illness of Secretary Park the burden has fallen on the Assistant
Secretaries, Florence Nichol, Winifred Brown and Elizabeth Powell. The latter has recently been
transferred by the Veterans Administration to Philadelphia. The following persons have been
assisting the Secretaries by contributing an evening each week to deal with these matters:
Mrs. Victor A. Howard, Mrs. Henry B, George and Miss Ada Stoflet. Miss Nichol has given
particular attention to editorial matters involving the Conference.
The Conference has no salaried workers or employees. All of this work is gratuitous. I wish all
Conference members at large could fully appreciate what they owe to these whom I have listed.
5- FINANCES.- The Treasurer's report for 1945 was printed in Appalachian Trailway News for
September 1945. By reason of space limitations of that publication, the current Treasurer's report
is attached to this communication. The Conference continues solvent. It has paid off the
underwriting of the Southern and New England Guides, although it will incur heavy expense in
the reprinting of publications which are essential for Conference business. It will be appreciated
that our financial solvency is due solely to the generosity of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
in permitting the Conference to have rent-free space in which to conduct its extensive business,
store its equipment, etc. The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has undertaken the burden of
purchasing a $20,000 house in Washington and the Conference will continue to be the
beneficiary of its generosity in sharing these new quarters. Since the Chairman of the
Appalachian Trail Conference no longer occupies the dual position of President of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club, this generous action is all the more marked.
6. CONFERENCE MEETING.- In my item headed “Reconversion'', I expressed the expectation
that 1947 would witness s renewal of the biennial series of Appalachian Trail Conference
meetings. I spoke of the situation as it appeared in early 1946. It has been suggested that the
Conference should, in the course of rotation, next come to the Central Appalachians. These
meetings involve a tremendous amount of labor, which is often centered on a few individuals.
These labors would be particularly strenuous for the first post-war session, due to the necessity
for making arrangements for wide-spread attendance, including Government and state officials,
etc. Appreciating perhaps the magnitude of this task, as of this date, we have not had any specific
invitation. We recognize the need and benefit of these meetings even though there may be no
immediate pressing problems or need for action without which Conference activities could not
be continued. No one has volunteered to assume all of the labors and responsibilities of arranging
a 1947 conference. Presumably it will be suggested that it is the Chairman’s duty. The Chairman
is obligated to say at this time that, as he has not been released as yet from military service, he is
unable to commit himself to undertake the labor of arranging for a 1947 overall session. He does
not have an assurance of the availability of either the time or facilities to carry out necessary
arrangements. Unless there is activity from other directions or volunteers who will assume all
responsibility, the matter of a meeting will have to go over until 1948. In view of the statement
appearing in “Reconversion”, I felt, at this date, under obligation to make this statement to the
Board of Managers and Class D members.
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Apart from activity in Maine and this area, I have been able to renew personal contacts with
many districts. It is my expectation to call a meeting of the Board of Managers in Washington
early in 1947 to act in lieu of holding a general Conference meeting.
Myron H. Avery
Captain, U.S.N.R.
Chairman, Appalachian Trail Conference
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONERENCE
Treasurer’s Report
July 1, 1945 to June 30, 1946
RECEIPTS
Balance
Club dues
$320.00
Class D membership dues
425.00
Contributions
42.10
Bank Interest
1.40
Appalachian Trailway News subscriptions
7.34
Sales, miscellaneous publications
107.86
Sales, Southern Guide
157.05
Sales, New England Guide
46.50
Sales, New England Guide Supplement
91.97
Sales, Housatonic-Susquehanna Guide and Maps
48.25
Sales, Guyot Manuscript
7.25
Sums received for postage
55.39
Sales of publications on account of Maine A.T. Club 55.86
Sales, Katahdin Bibliography
5.10
DISBURSEMENTS
Petty cash
Postage
Paint and tools
Publications
Insurance premiums
Purchase of hearings on the Hoch bill
Payment, underwriting loan on Southern Guide
Appalachian Trailway News
Stationery
Refund on publications sent on consignment, returned to stock
Remittance to Maine A.T. Club for publications sold
Remittance to N.Y.-N.J. Trail Conference for publications sold

$ 177.33

1,570.17
$1,747.50
350.00
55.54
201.94
124.88
31.32
185.10
250.00
247.94
56.84
17.25
55.86
19.95
1,496.62
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Balance down

July 1, 1946

To Balance

250.88
$1,747.50
=======
250.88

Respectfully submitted,
F. F. Schuetz, Treasurer
Note: Outstanding obligations at end of fiscal year included unpaid balance ($250.00) on
underwriting of Southern Guide and one issue of Appalachian Trailway News. These have since
been liquidated.
October 28,1946. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I was sorry not to be able to talk with you when you called from Portland today; hope you will be
able to stop over next time you are in Maine.
We have made no great progress on the trail this fall, but have made a start, and interest is
growing in the student body; it was at low ebb. I received the six weeders, paint brushes and
scrapers O.K. Have got back our two long-handled shears from Lawson Reeves and bought two
more, shorter handled, but otherwise the same.
A week ago Sunday 15 of us tackled the Frye Bridge—So. Arm section. We split into two
groups: one group cleared and painted from So. Arm Road to C Pond, and under leadership of
Prof. Kendall I think their report that they did a good job is correct. My gang got only as far as
Surplus Pond and though we did not do a perfect job, it is passably good. All the fallen trees are
out now and the bushes mowed back so one can go thru with a pack without difficulty or much
annoyance. We didn’t bother much with grass or annual weeds, for they will die back this winter
anyway. On Nov. 10th we have another trip planned which I hope will take care of the section
from Surplus Pond to Mountain Brook and a quarter mile beyond; from there to C Pond is fairly
good (thru the big woods over the shoulder of Sable Mt.). I have thoroughly scouted the old
route from surplus Pond over Spruce Mt., and various possible cut-offs, and am convinced that
the route down Mt. Brook, bad as it is, is the best bet. That whole country around Spruce Mt. has
been lumbered and grown up to Mountain Maple and hobble-bush, ten feet high, complicated by
much hurricane blow-down; it’s bad.
I have the complete sign list for our 40 miles, Frye bridge to top of Saddleback. Shall I have the
B.O.C. make new signs this winter? It seems good psychology to me, to keep up interest and the
signs need renewing, though they have stood up remarkably well. I am convinced that the idea of
painting them over with clear Duco after they are stenciled is good.
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I have discovered a new tool which is good for this part of Maine: the so-called Swedish
bucksaw, much used by pulp-wood cutters. It is simply a piece of steel pipe, bent in a semi-circle,
with a narrow saw blade of fine steel across the arc. It is light and very efficient, almost as good
as a cross-cut saw, and much more convenient to carry.
I think we won’t try to be too fussy in this first clearing operation, but will make the main
objective to get the Trail well opened and marked so it can be used. Then in subsequent trips we
can polish it up to nearer perfection. By the way, the only mile marker I couldn’t find between
Frye Bridge and Mountain Brook crossing is the 9 mile marker; it must be somewhere hidden in
the alders along Mt. Brook; perhaps we shall uncover it next trip.
Lawson Reeves sent me a copy of his report to you on the Orbeton Stream section. (You sent me
a copy too, I believe). I went over part of that section, from Reddington Pond to ½ miles beyond
Spaulding Mt. lean-to, on Labor Day, just before Lawson was over it. I think he is something of
an optimist. The trail can be followed, but it is badly grown in with bushes and will require a lot
of work to put it in good condition. The sign stating that the Trail is closed is nailed to the corner
of the old building by the R.R. right of way. On the other side of the R.R. bed, toward
Saddleback Junior, it is all grown up, and no indication of where the Trail enters; probably it is
better after getting through the bushes and on higher ground. I managed to drive my car in to
Reddington Pond, but would not want to do so again. It was continually battered by bushes, and
the numerous plank bridges are all but gone and very unsafe. The right of way on the R.R. from
Reddington Pond Camps to where the Trail crosses (about a mile) is completely grown in with
alders. The camps look to me as though they are about ready to fold up.
This is enough for this time. We will get our section opened up so that it can be used next
summer, except, perhaps, for the 4 miles along the Rangeley Road. I think we will leave that
until last, for the road can be used for the time being.
October 31, 1946. Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
This is to advise you that work on the Appalachian Trail has been completed from the Ledge
House on Maine Highway 16 to the top of Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 6.96 miles. Owing to our
extremely dry season this year and the scarcity of labor in that locality we were unable to start
work on the trail until into October.
We had two of our men do this work, each spending fifteen days, which at our present wage rate
amounted to $180.00, the amount appropriated.
{Copy Com. Rendall}
October 31, 1946. Jean Stephenson to Miss Marjorie Hurd, Editor, Appalachia.
Dear Marjorie:
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It suddenly occurred to me that my final sentence in the Note on the Maine work trip this
summer, seemed an echo of something I had recently seen, end an searching my memory and
checking back, I find it duplicates a sentence on Captain Avery's article on Katahdin
Photographers. I am therefore enclosing an amendment to my note, striking out that last sentence.
I am taking advantage of this opportunity to suggest the insertion into my Note of a human
interest item. In telling various persons about the trip I noticed that the thing that seemed to
impress them most was the fact that we had along these two father-and-son combinations, so I
prepared the paragraph to go in. Then, because I thought it was rather late, and for various other
reasons, I never sent it to you. Since I am writing to correct the last sentence, I am sending it
anyway. It is always possible that when your dummy was made up or you got your page proof
you would find you needed just a bit more to round out your pages. So it may be possible to use
it. If it is, I think you will find it will interest your readers.
I am expecting to come to your meeting on Sunday but am sending this on ahead, as something
might happen, and also you might want to have all your material in hand and planned before that
time.
Looking forward to meeting you again…
Corrections to Note on Maine Appalachian Trail work party.
Strike out last sentence.
After second paragraph, insert the following:
This excursion, in itself of unusual character, had a further unusual feature in the presence of two
very effective working father-and-son combinations. The senior members have A.M.C.
affiliations. The Appalachian Trail Conference Chairman, Captain Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R.,
teamed up with his eighteen year old son Robert. Seymour R. Smith of the Connecticut Chapter,
A.M.C., who contributed such effective work on the Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip in
1945 and is the mainstay of Connecticut maintenance, returned in 1946, bringing with him his
son Robert, who had just returned from Naval Service in the Pacific. Other work parties might
find such combinations a fruitful source of manpower. The appearance "on active duty” of the
second generation bids fair to carry on the tradition already established by their fathers.
November 1, 1946. Myron Avery to Honorable Raymond Randall, Forest Commissioner,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Comissioner Rendall:
I am writing to ask if you would inquire of your chief wardens who have jurisdiction of the area
as to whether they have any report or any knowledge of the burning of the Moxie Bald Lean-to.
This structure was located, as the Maine Guidebook will describe, at the base of the east slope of
Moxie Bald Mountain. It was built by the CCC with the permission of the landowner,
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Hollingsworth and Whitney. It is some distance from Bald Mtn. Pond, which is a nine-mile walk
for fishermen. I believe that the lean-to was very little used by parties for fishing, since it was at
least a mile from a good fishing area and there were more convenient campsites.
This lean-to was reported as burned by a traveler in September, 1946. Earlier, around June 1st, a
traveler reported it in good condition.
We have lost two of our lean-tos in Maine by fire. The one on the West Branch of the Penobscot
and this one. Both are of a somewhat mysterious origin and you can probably draw inferences, as
we do, from the situation.
Your map of public campsites would want to be corrected to omit these two structures.
I am not quite sure as to whether this lean-to falls within the territory of Chief Firewarden Martin
or in the territory to the east. I would like to know if there is any local report available, whether
any wardens saw the fire or if they have any knowledge of the matter. Accordingly, I am writing
to ask if you would have inquiry made.
cc to Mr. Lawson Reeves
November 4, 1946. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I certainly appreciate your writing me at such length.
1 was making one of my usual flying trips to Lubec and thought that I might be able to find you
at home. Mrs. Sawyer gave me a very good account of developments, which your letter
supplements.
I am really surprised at the progress which you have been able to make. I thought that probably
you would conclude in the end that between Frye Brook and the South Arm Road, you would
have no alternative except to follow the old road. Bad as it is, there is a definite route there and a
footway. If when the trail had been originally put through it had gone through the woods so that
the tops and bushes had been cut out, it might have been easier to keep clear than the old road;
but from my experience, to attempt to shift into a lumbered area after the bushes have grown up
is almost impossible. So I am not surprised that you have concluded that there was no other
opportunity.
I have reworked the sign list. There are some changes, particularly a new sign at each lean-to to
show the distance to the lean-to on either side. The numbering has been changed. I expect to
have the list available, certainly by January. I would suggest that you wait until then. The present
signs have just about reached the end of their life and could be renewed to advantage next year, I
imagine. Further, some of the boards can be taken off, repainted and used again. It will be
worthwhile to see how your Duco stands up against the signs not so treated.
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We took with us also this year for the first time one of those Swedish pulp saws. You are
certainly right in what you say about it. It was easy to get through with.
I agree with, you that Lawson Reeves’ report on the Redington Pond section seems too
optimistic. I can hardly believe that it cannot be worse than he indicates, particularly between
Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mtn. Up there on that plateau is just the sort of thing that we had
on the old Mountain Brook Road, as I remember it. I hope that the Redington Pond Camps do
not go out of operation, although the project [prospect?] seems rather dismal. This would leave
quite a gap. Incidentally, we have had a piece of bad news in that the Moxie Pond Lean-to was
burned some time this year. We lost one on the Penobscot West Branch. Those things have
suspicious angles which will occur to you as they have to me. Sometimes one wonders whether
camp proprietors or guides are in sympathy with their presence. Again, they may have burned
down by a fire set by lumber drivers. The one on the West Branch was such a clean burn that not
a log remained. It is difficult to account for the Moxie Bald Lean-to. It is not a good place for
fishing, the sporting camp at Moxie we were told was closed all the year, so it looks as if it might
have been the story of somebody building a fire too close under the eaves. We were told that the
camps at Moxie are to be operated as a boys' camp next year. I enclose the 1946 Supplement.
You might call him and see what the story is.
With the loss of two or three camps, our chain of accommodations across Maine is decidedly not
as good as what it was about ten years ago.
When you make the signs, you can bear in mind what I suggested about bringing the trail out to
the Rangeley Road across the Sandy Stream [sic, should be “River”] Ponds and indicating at
each end by a sign the detour.
I think that I have covered all of the points you have mentioned and I will look forward to
hearing about the Armistice Day excursion. I have a commitment to meet with the members of
the Southern Clubs at Knoxville and do some exploration in the way of relocation in the Great
Smokies over Armistice Day; otherwise, despite the hunting, I should have been sorely tempted
to have homed in on your Armistice Day trip.
I think that you have made very good progress indeed.
P.S. We still have not been able to get any of our pre-war pruning shears. I suppose Camp
Kewayden is still used as a private camp. Do you hear anything about it? If you go through
Andover, you might check the situation as to accommodations there and taxi transportation. We
would welcome the same information as to the accommodation situation on any of the sections
which you may happen to reach.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
November 4, 1946. Myron Avery to Prof. Ralph S. Palmer Department of Zoology, Vassar
College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Dear Professor Palmer:
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Thank you for your letter of October 16.
I hardly think "chagrin" is the appropriate word. The matter did occasion some surprise. After all,
you took a very direct way, by personally sending me the reprint, to convey to me that you had
elected to utilize a Maine Appalachian Trail Club publication and to refer to another admittedly
less complete publication. Had I not made my comment, you would not have been afforded an
opportunity to disclaim the inference which would be otherwise drawn from the situation.
The obvious thing would have been to mention both or neither. You certainly could say to your
co-author that you did not choose, by mentioning only one item, to give deliberate affront to the
Appalachian Trail Conference and its officials, who had freely offered their available data
(however minute), had cooperated with you and had also made its data available for others. One
would infer that decided pressure was exercised on your intellectual freedom of which we hear
so much in academic circles these days!
I know of no Appalachian Trail conflicts of which you write. To what, precisely, do you refer?
Mr. Tabor and his Boston friends have no part in that activity, except to accept its benefits and
make no return. As to despoliation of Maine's great asset, the Katahdin area, I trust I shall always
have sufficient force to continue to battle in that arena. If you want the story, you can read items
in the Portland paper, ten years ago. I can send the reprints.
As to Tabor, I had no knowledge of his existence until the editor of Appalachia inserted him into
my Bigelow article and thus forced him on me. The irony of the situation is that had he read the
A.T.C. Katahdin Guide, he would have learned of the existence of the bibliography and not,
admittedly, written his Appalachia item without knowledge or use of it.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has limited resources. We feel that any reference or publicity
may help meet the labor of keeping this material current and produce more of it. All this work
ties in. Hence we hope for reciprocity.
We shall, of course, continue to see that you receive any Appalachian Trail Conference or Maine
Appalachian Trail Club matter which ties in with your work and we shall continue your name on
our complimentary mailing list.
You are, of course, at liberty to quote what I have said to your co-author by way of explanation
of what I assume is not an exactly satisfactory situation to you. Likewise, I shall feel free to use
your explanation if the matter takes that trend.
I am asking the editor of Appalachian Trailway News to note your item in the first issue in which
she has space.
{Original in Katahdin file.}
November 4, 1946. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Myron:
A copy of your letter addressed to Mr. Rendall, Maine Forestry Commissioner, was sent to me.
When I was on the work trip the second week in Sept. the two young men whom we met at
Sugarloaf Leanto told us that Moxie Bald Shelter had burned. One was from N. J. and the other
from Colo. and had hiked from Mt. Katahdin. They had talked with a man who told them the
shelter was afire when he came along. They claimed the embers were still smoldering when they
reached there later.
I did not mention it in my letter as the two hikers said they were going to send you a detail
account of the trail as they found it.
I did not consider the possibility that the shelter might have been set intentionally but rather did
think that the man they met might have started it accidentally. The only strange thing is that
seldom does a man travel the trail alone or would have occasion to be in that location at that time
of year.
I do know however that the camp on Marble Brook which is just off the A.T. and which has been
open in the past was threatened to be burned by the land owners. The reason for this was that it
lacked but one year before the men who used it for a hunting lodge could claim squatter’s rights.
These were the Ireland Bros. and Otis Stone all of Corinna, Maine. They either leased or bought
the camp and threatened to close it to the public but had not done so as late as last spring. This
camp is located half way between the Blanchard road and the lean-to.
Since no one except the landowners would have any motive in burning the shelter, I never even
considered it. There are no sporting camps nearby who would lose business by fishermen using
the shelter.
November 5, 1946. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Myron, The 12 qts. white paint arrived today. You believed that this would be sent prepaid but it
was sent collect. I am enclosing the freight bill which I paid. [$1.20]
November 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service,
Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I am very much obliged to you for your thoughtfulness in writing me in connection with the
work done on Mt. Bigelow. I would like very much to have the chance to see what was
accomplished. I am, however, scheduled to use the Armistice Day holiday in attending a meeting
of the Southern clubs connected with The Appalachian Trail in the Great Smokies area. It would
hardly be worth while to check only half the mountain apart from the fact that snow might be on
the ground in late November.
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I know from our own experience in re-opening this trail in 1942 that the lumbering and hurricane
made for a bad growth of sprouts. One-half of this area on top of Little Bigelow is in the black
growth and the rate of a quarter of a mile per man per day should make for a very clear trail.
When Commissioner Rendall and I discussed the matter last Spring, we thought we had allowed
enough to complete the Bigelow Range. The increase in wage rates of course, upset this
calculation. To be of the maximum service intended, the entire Tail should of course, be cleared.
From the firetower to Horns Pond it is only three miles through black growth, which two men
could easily cover in a day. Fortunately, the remainder is more accessible. The old road from
Horns Pond to the Stratton Flowage, which is ingrown, is only a 3 ½ mile section. Similarly, the
portion between Stratton Flowage and Bigelow Village can be reached from a car with a short
walk. This should mean less difficulty in completing the work along the range and along the
southern slope of the mountain. Had time permitted to complete the job this Fall, we could have
arranged for making available the necessary funds. Our purpose was to open the entire length of
Mt. Bigelow and this, of course, remains to be done.
I had hoped that we could make this section available and publicize it for the 1946 season.
Failing that, I would like to make every effort to have the Trail on Bigelow available and usable
for 1947. I appreciate how much work there is to do in the early Spring. The completion of the
project in the Spring would make the effort and expenditure really worth while. The project as
originally authorized has been completed and I will have to take up with the Forest
Commissioner the matter of supplemental work.
Again thanking you for bearing in mind to advise me of the progress made,
Copy to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner
{See letter to Rendall in Kennebec to Katahdin file.}
November 6, 1946. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
I refer to my letter of April 9th and to your letter of May 21st, 1946, in connection with the
project for doing Trail work on Mt. Bigelow and Moxie Bald.
I am enclosing copy of my letter to Supervisor Hutton which deals with the status of the project
on Mt. Bigelow. It is, of course, obvious that to make the project really worth while the Trail on
the south slope of the mountain would need to be put in condition, as well as that on the north
half. It seems too late now to do anything further this year to complete the project.
When we discussed the matter orally, you indicated your desire to have these funds available to
lengthen the season of local employment and to provide labor for veterans if it was desired
locally. As my letter indicated, we would arrange to continue the appropriation and probably
increase it if the matter worked out favorably. Apart from this aspect of the situation, I am sure

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

209

that you will feel that we should not leave the Bigelow job half completed. Accordingly, I
thought that since you may be making plans for 1947 it would be well to write you at this time as
to the matter.
Subject to the same general arrangement as set forth in my letter of April 9th, 1 would propose
an allocation of $350.00, to be used as follows:
$50.00 Moxie Bald, from Moxie Pond to Bald Mtn. Pond Dam.
(The work this year extended from the fire-warden’s cabin to Moxie Pond and did
not include the east slope of the mountain.)
$30.00 White Cap Mountain. Between the Pleasant River Road and the White Cap
firetower, there is a section of ½ mile where The Appalachian Trail cuts across
the hypotenuse of the triangle formed by the southern end of the Forest Service
trail and the Pleasant River Road. It is open woods and easily accessible.
$270.00 Mt. Bigelow.
(Of this amount, $225.00 should be used for completing the work on the mountain
and the remainder for polishing off the 1946 work and anything remaining on the
west end of the mountain on the Bigelow Range Trail.)
We are prepared to transmit the check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to you as soon as
you can indicate to us that the outlined arrangement is satisfactory to the State.
We had hoped that these jobs would be completed, for we had intended extensive publicity to
attract attention to these peaks and to bring climbers to them. Our publicity at the present time
has to be directed to keeping people away, because of the danger of becoming lost and the
publicity resulting therefrom. That is the reason why we hoped so much it would be found
possible to complete the work.
November 11, 1946. Ralph S. Palmer, Vassar College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
'This is a reply to yours of November 4th.
I regret the inference you drew from my sending you a reprint of the Katahdin bird paper. I
assure you I meant it as nothing but a gesture of courtesy, knowing of your interest in the
mountain. For the same reason, I sent copies to Mr. Baxter and many others outside of my
regular exchange list.
In my letter of October 16th I stated the two reasons for mentioning the A. M. C. Guide. The
matter of choice was such that I feel my intellectual freedom was not violated in any fashion. As
a matter of fact, my conceding such a minor point is proof that I do not move in hide-bound
circles. Papers of this nature would rarely be written if one had to stop and consider how various
people or agencies are going to react to it. I have neither the time nor inclination to bother about
such aspects in a scientific paper.
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To date I have received only those A. T. C. publications which I have purchased. Thank you,
however, for putting me on your complimentary mailing list.
Although I see no need to use your letters for any purpose, you are at liberty to use mine as you
see fit.
November 14, 1946. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Editor, The Living Wilderness,
1840 Mintwood Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
I have had in mind for some time your very cordial invitation to spend an evening discussing
with you matters of mutual interest. This would be the more of value since the recent election
retired not only Congressman Hoch but also Chairman Robinson whose opposition precluded the
reporting out of the Hoch bill. Congressman Engle who manifested considerable interest and
support was, however, returned. I would welcome the benefit of your suggestions on strategy,
particularly since it seems apparent that the contemplated Federal Works program will be
underway shortly.
I had hoped before now that I might have some favorable word from you that the Wilderness
Society felt in a position to respond to the opportunity to make a constructive contribution of its
own through publicizing my account of the Katahdin situation. I had intended to send to you an
article from the Portland Sunday Telegram which indicates how critical the situation is in Maine.
The Governor has called in outside experts because the expenditure bids fair to outrun receipts in
Maine by some six million dollars. At the Budget hearing, the Governor singled out for criticism
the method of handling parks and indicated opposition to any appropriation for this purpose. He
asserted the viewpoint, for which a good deal can be said, that this was a service and should pay
its own way. The implication for an area such as Katahdin, which so badly needs facilities, is all
too obvious. It is all the more serious since the last Legislature first showed some indication of
appreciating that Maine should provide some facilities for those who were brought to the State in
response to the extensive advertising campaigns underwritten by State expense. The initial
legislation was directed toward the purchase of seashore parks, of which Maine has none. I read
the Governor’s attitude as the death knell of this project and returning Maine to her unenviable
position with respect to non-availability of public facilities.
The real tragedy, of course, is that this viewpoint, however sound economically, reflects a total
lack of appreciation of the needs of the Katahdin area. I feel that if the Wilderness Society had
been induced to seize upon the opportunity made available, there would have been some chance
of this word having reached the Governor or the pressure might be exerted in some direction.
The silence only intensifies the Kathadin problems.
As Maine is my state, I can speak freely of the situation. I do hope that your people can form
some appreciation of this opportunity to make a constructive contribution where the need is
perhaps as great as any other issue which you are sponsoring.
{Copy Katahdin file}
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November 18, 1946. Myron Avery to Ralph S. Palmer, Instructor in Zoology, Vassar
College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Palmer:
I have your letter of November 11th. I am content to rest the matter on your statement of a
gesture of courtesy. I may, however, hope that those who seek to extend such gestures to me in
the future may succeed in doing so in a manner less open to question and at variance with the
intent!
I do not, however, quite appreciate the emphasis you place on your purchase of M.A.T.C. and
A.T.C. publications. Again I may be in error, but I am under the impression that I took [steps to
make available to one who was working on matters in Maine all of the material at my disposal. I
would be the more inclined to do so by reason of the most excellent impression which you have
created with Mrs. Eckstorm. As I look back over your article and observe the detailed nature of
your references to the Katahdin Bibliography, I am led to believe that this must have been of
some assistance in your researches. While I am, perhaps, out of touch with the academic
approach to such matters and overstress the fact that copyright may be more controlling than any
element of gift or purchase, I have the feeling that recognition of obligation and indebtedness is
primary. If freedom from such a view is what you mean by not moving in hide-bound circles, I
have to say that I can take no exception to my decidedly hide-bound attitude and I have the
feeling that such a principle deserves consideration even in a scientific paper. I am sure that I
would not feel free to make use of the supplementary items which you have brought to my
attention without indicating that their reporting was not of my work.
It seems quite apparent that the intended courtesy has only developed a wide range of view as to
what the proprieties of the situation warranted, and perhaps the most happy solution would be to
restore the status quo, that is, leave you to obtain, like any other individual, any material which
may be of use to you.
November 18, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Katahdin Stream Campsite,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I read your letter of 9 November 1946 with very considerable interest and appreciate your return
of the material. Prior to receipt of your letter, which indicates that you have either been to
Webster Lake or have gotten very exact data on the road, I sent to you a copy of a letter from
Eggleston of the Eastern Corporation, with a copy of the map on which he traced the road. I see
now that you have all of this information. Eggleston does not indicate the fork to Telos Dam.
Perhaps he was at pains not to discuss any tentative developments.
It looks as if I--who wrote about the Telos Cut without ever seeing it--will reach this wilderness
spot of Maine on rubber tires. I hope to make it next summer.
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I am proceeding to make the switch on Black Brook and Black Cat Mtns. on Map No. 3. The
original nomenclature was that which we obtained from Mahar.
I have had a terrible time with the editing of the O-J-I stuff. I don't know how many revisions
and editions of that section I have prepared. I don't know Knickerbocker but Worthington is a
somewhat elderly but delightful individual with a background of the Maine woods. I, of course,
will follow your editing.
Thanks very much indeed for the Mt. Coe and South Brother notes. They are distinct
contributions. I had wanted that data as to where one left the road and thought I would have to
try for it another year. If I have correctly understood, the two routes have a distance of .1 m.
between them and apparently I failed to see the lunchground at the beginning of the South
Brother Slide when we rode through. Those notes are a very real help.
I have a tremendous mass of corrections as a result of our Maine trip. I am working on it now
and within a few days I will send to you a copy of the Katahdin corrections. I will send them in
duplicate and you can indicate any corrections or changes you want made on one carbon and
return it to me. We plan extensive revisions of the Maine Guide to send out with the 1947
Supplement. I have in mind withholding work on the new Katahdin map until after the airplane
photograph material becomes available.
I had an Armistice Day trip which was extremely interesting. I enclose a copy of a letter to our
Board of Managers which explains the project. This Fontana Dam is the fourth highest in the
world. It is about 500 feet high and no water goes over the top. At the very bottom are 30-foot
tunnels which are used for draining off the sediment which fills up these basins in the Southern
Appalachians. It has had a unique effect on the Smoky Mountains Park in that it has given it a
water boundary of some 26 miles on the south and shuts off all egress. Firewardens have to use
boats to reach their stations on the North Carolina side of the Park and the changed situation
makes difficult administrative problems--poaching, etc. Landing craft in a National Park
represents a novelty.
I made, two or three weeks ago, a flying trip to Lubec. I did not pick up anything of interest.
The Forest Service completed its contract work with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on
Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow. As expected, I am afraid we probably got very little out of it. The
job on Bigelow was only half finished and the average was quarter of a mile per day per man.
Our amateur crew would, I think, have a higher average, but this was an area where, if we had
not taken this method, the route would have been difficult in the extreme. So we are well off to
have this assistance. Probably the result was as effective as if the work had been done on Forest
Service trails, without any knowledge that the funds were coming from the outside.
We shall look forward to seeing the new Katahdin kodachrome slides.
There is nothing of interest here.
I suppose winter is now coming on you. I will look forward to hearing from you as matters
develop.
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Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy in Maine file, Katahdin file}
November 19, 1946. Myron Avery to John W. Worthington, 112 Pinckney Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Worthington:
I appreciate jour patience with the numerous editions and variations of the O-J-I data. The thing
had experienced some misfortunes and had begun to assume a rather comic aspect.
I have submitted the data to the Baxter Park Custodian, who has made several suggestions. The
present edition, on which I have had noted at the bottom "November, 1946" represents the final
version. I enclose an extra copy which you may wish to pass on to Mr. Knickerbocker.
I appreciate I may readily be in error as to the point of slide separation and for this reason I have
injected, as you will note, a new suggestion about following the left-hand fork to the top. I do
know very positively that when I came down the right-hand fork (going up nomenclature), I did
not go over either slab. If you are in the area next summer, you will perhaps have an opportunity
to make your usual very careful examination and correct me if I have been in error.
If there are still errors in this final edition, it goes without saying that I will correct them, but
unless I have advices to this effect, these are the four sheets which will be issued as a part of the
1947 Supplement.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
{Copy Dyer}
November 19, 1946. Howard Zahniser, The Wilderness Society, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I am very much pleased to have your letter of November 14 and to look forward to an evening
with you.
You may recall that in July you suggested that I leave the situation with you making an effort, on
the first indication of a free night, to arrange a time. I am only too glad to meet your convenience
for I know that you are extremely busy and that these matters with you are extra generosities in
time. Normally I have available any evening in the week except Wednesday.
I think you will be pleased to know that during the past two months two manuscripts and a query
about a third have come to me with regard to Katahdin. It looks as though we can devote much
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of an issue to this area. As none of the other manuscripts deals with administration problems, I
am especially hopeful that we can develop such an article.
With regard to possible legislation, I have been wondering what your opinion is of the suggested
bill published in the September issue of THE LIVING WILDERNESS on page 23. In response
to our invitation for comment, we have heard rather favorably from a number of organizations.
Also we have received a number of suggestions for changes, and of course not all of these are
consistent with each other. In case you don't have a copy at hand, I am enclosing one torn from a
misprinted copy of the magazine. What prospects in the new Congress for any such measure may
be, I do not know, but I think we should keep up the interest, anyhow.
Well, I am sure we have a good conservation [sic, conversation?] ahead of us. I shall expect to
hear from you at your convenience.
November 20, 1946. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
Now that matters are returning more to normal, I wanted to take up with you and obtain the
benefit of your advices as to some problems in connection with the issuing of supplemental
pages for the Maine Guidebook. In general, I first wanted to inquire as to whether it is possible to
obtain the same grade of paper, the same type and generally duplicate the existing pages. You
will recall that we have issued each year a supplement and your records may indicate that last
year we issued revised pages 19-21. I enclose a copy for your ready reference.
We expect to have a very extensive supplement to bring the Maine Guide up to date for 1947.
We appreciate all of the delays which labor and supply difficulties cause and since it is important
that this supplement be in the mail by March 1st, it is our plan to send the material to you by no
later than December 15th. We anticipate that the supplementary revised pages may run as high as
twenty-five or thirty. So our first inquiry goes to the matter of mechanics and whether there will
be any difficulty in turning out the pages.
Most of the pages will be reprinted. We have a problem in connection with the issuing of the
supplement where only minor corrections are involved, such as a few sentences. It was our
thought that the supplement (as distinguished from the revised pages) would be printed in such a
way that the corrections could be cut out and pasted in. This, however, would necessitate printing
that portion of the supplement, which would be more than half of the supplementary material,
only on one side. This could be done separately and would, I presume, involve no particular
problem.
I am wondering whether you could give us any indication of the cost per page. The manuscript
would come to you edited, marked for printing and there would be no changes made in galley.
Since you would have corresponding pages which would serve as models, the proof might even
come to us in page form.
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I suggest that you advise us at this time as to what material you would have available to print the
colored supplement. I am enclosing the 1946 supplement and we would want to use a different
color for 1947.
Incidentally, we will have an extensive supplement for the Southern Guide for 1947. I enclose
the last Southern Guide supplement and it would be a matter of varying its color as well as
having it different from the Maine Guide supplement color.
The insert corrections which would be printed only on one side of the page would be, of course,
on white paper. We may think it advisable to send to you a sample page in order to get a set-up
which can be used as a model for all of the corrections. This would avoid the necessity for any
extensive changes in proof in the event that your compositors set the matter up in a way which
would be unsatisfactory and would expedite the cutting out of the corrections to insert them on
the printed page.
*****
Incidentally, I would appreciate your advising me as to the status of the two publications which
have been with your Company for, I think, quite an extensive period. Can you let me know when
the publication of Lean-tos will be delivered to us.
It is my impression that we have returned to you the proof on the folder on The Appalachian
Trail, No. 17. It will be helpful if you will let us know when we may expect this.
We shall be very much up against the time limit with the Maine Guide pages and as that may
present some problems of mechanics, we would like to explore the situation with you
preliminarily.
There is one other matter which I might mention. The New York-New Jersey Trail Conference is
preparing to re-issue its guide. You printed the last edition. I do not know whether they have
called upon you for a formal bid but my correspondence with these people has indicated a delay
in its appearance. I had thought, therefore, if you were interested in this and the situation had
only been placed indefinitely before you, that you might want to write to the Editor and say that I
had suggested that, because of the Conference’s very satisfactory experience, they might wish to
give you sufficient details upon which you could make an exact bid. In dealing with the outside,
we announce that the Shenandoah Publishing House is the world’s best printer. Some day we
shall render our bill for advertising and publicity.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
cc to Miss Park, Mr. Moore, Miss Nichol - to circulate among Assistant Secretaries,
Miss Stephenson
November 21, 1946. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser.
Dear Mr. Zahnisor:
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Thank you for your most interesting reply of November 19 to my letter of November l4. My
situation still involves office work practically each evening and I think that the most satisfactory
method would be to forego the dinner suggestion and gather at your office where we could
concentrate on matters of interest. This is at the top of my priorities for the first two weeks in
December.
I am glad to note that you feel that a good portion of an issue can be devoted to Katahdin. I am
particularly interested in what you say, that two manuscripts have come to you within the past
two months. This represents a rather interesting development, since hitherto Appalachia and In
The Maine Woods (suspended during the war) have been the primary sources, in late years, for
publication of articles on Katahdin. This is apart from the news items which we currently run in
Appalachian Trallway News.
I suppose I have contributed, of late, to the Katahdin literature as much as any individual. My
last effort dealt with an unusual aspect of the mountain--its connection with the American
Landscape Painters. Appalachia reprinted my earlier article from In The Maine Wocds. I
preferred the latter by reason of better illustrations. Incidentally, the December issue of
Appalachia carries a complementary article on Photographers at Katahdin. I wonder whether the
extent of the Katahdin literature has come to your attention. It is unequalled by any North
American peak. Since you are dealing with this item, I think we should make sure that you have
our Bibliography of Katahdin, as well as the Maine Guide and the Katahdin reprint. The extent
of the Katahdin literature will, I think, impress you. I am not enclosing with the Guide the type
of map case which we use with it, since your copy would be intended for library use. This looseleaf guidebook with map case is a new departure in guidebook technique.
I shall be interested indeed to know the source and subjects of these manuscripts submitted to
you. Perhaps when we have our meeting you can show them to us for our comment.
I appreciate your sending me the draft of the hill for the Federal Wild Lands Project. I am
somewhat chagrined to have to say that I had not known of the suggestion, since the magazine is
not available to me. Since your organizaton, as well as ours, seeks legislation, it would seem
expedient to put our heads together to see if we cannot develop a project which would meet both
needs. Progress, with the election results and economy wave, will be difficult enough for one
proposal. Two competing projects may only tend to a competition precluding either from
attainment.
I am led to wonder whether the prohibition "paved, dug or other form of improved path or
footway" precludes combining the projects. We improve a path by clearing and marking for trail
use and have found in some sections that a low standard of graded trail is absolutely essential. I
do not know whether the sanction of ski trails represents a necessary concession to these very
powerful, well organized and increasing groups. When I have in mind the ski trails, some of
which are 80 to 100 feet wide and a mass of brush in the summer, I find difficulty in appreciating
what would constitute a ski trail of essentially primitive nature. I suggest you look over Mt.
Mansfield and Cannon Mtn.
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I shall be interested to learn the origin of this bill and whether the project of the Hoch bill
inspired its thought.
In any event, I think it well to determine if your controlling principles necessitate our
organizations traveling separate paths toward what in many respects is a common objective.
I shall suggest that the editor of Appalachian Trailway News join us at the time of our meeting.
November 26, 1946. F. D. Gaskell, Manager, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Capt. Avery:
Mr. Hatch has forwarded your letter of Nov. 7 last to me and I will attempt to answer it.
Purchased the camps in Oct. and expect to serve meals here from “Ice Out” to Dec. 1,1947. Our
rates will be as reasonable as possible. Will take care of trail parties anyway but would like
advance notice if possible.
December 2, 1946. Myron Avery to Howard Goff, Editor, Appalachian Mountain Club, 35
Byrd Avenue, West Newton 65, Mass.
Dear Mr. Goff:
I have spoken to you and written to you about the unauthorized infringement of material in the
copyrighted Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide. I asked then and am asking now what you, as
Editor, or the Club, are prepared to do about it. This infringement is all the more aggravated by
the nature of the references to the M.A.T.C. Guide in your publications. These references alone
give rise to legitimate complaint.
Last Spring your plea was that you were busy with the White Mountain Guide, that you really
knew nothing about it, that your sub-editor did the work, etc. Since the appearance of the White
Mountain Guide there has been sufficient time for you to have checked your publication and to
have concluded whether you are prepared to agree that the material in the A.M.C. Guide was
improperly drawn from the M.A.T.C. volume.
As an example: A flagrant instance is in the northward expansion of your map over earlier
editions to embrace the same area as the earlier M.A.T.C. Katahdin map (copyrighted). I suggest
you compare them, which will afford a sufficient answer. You can readily determine the source
of the northern extension in the A.M.C. map which, prior to your last edition, our map alone
contained. You should be able to produce the basic sketch from which the A.M.C. extension of
its map was prepared, or the source of data utilized in that map. You should also be in a position
to state how this amazing reproduction of the earlier map came to be created and whether it is
entirely free from the inspiration of the earlier copyrighted map. The similarity is at least a very
interesting coincidence--if no more.
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Perhaps you know of the procedure of some map companies, as illustrated by the National
Survey Company, to inject some feature, the copying of which is a disclosure of copyright
infringement. There are some aspects of the situation which justify this procedure in our
publications. You might compare the distance on the Hamlin Ridge Trail, which appears in your
guidebook, with what will be indicated in the 1947 Maine Guide Supplement. The situation, I
think, will be quite suggestive as to the origin of the erroneous distance in your Guide. (From the
North Basin Trail to the Hamlin Peak cairn it is, in fact, 1.22 m. The 1.46 m. distance of earlier
editions of the MA.T.C. Guide may explain the 1.5 m. used in the A.M.C. Guide.)
It is, of course, true that to achieve any degree of completeness the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide
would have to draw on material in Maine Appalachian Trail Club publications. One would have
thought, however, that instead of appropriating it, the ethics, if not the legal considerations, of
the situation would have led the editor to seek permission to use it, giving credit in each case to
Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine. Aside from other factors, I do not feel that we should
condone this misappropriation of material.
I suppose, in conclusion, you may well ask where this all leads us. We have, of course, two
alternatives. One would be to demonstrate than even outing clubs are not free from legal liability
in the infringement of copyrighted material. That is, of course, a drastic step and should be one
of last resort. The second, where I have been, as I could have expected, unsuccessful in a marked
degree, would be to induce the A.M.C. officials, who deal with these matters, to concede the
impropriety of such a practice and cease it, although that would hardly restore the matter to
statue quo ante. I should be able to obtain from the Club a statement that such practice will not
continue and have definite assurances that any future editions will not copy from or infringe
upon our publications. Our projected expansion of the Maine Guide will afford new
opportunities for repeated infringement as in your current guide. I feel particularly obligated in
the light of past experience to take, at this time, steps to insure that this not be done, since I am
more concerned with the future than the past.
I have indicated that I am at a loss to appreciate why an organization with the membership and
resources of the A.M.C., an outside group (which except for the Mahoosuc Trail had contributed
nothing to Maine until 1941), can justify continuing its competition with the local organization,
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which has endeavored to make some contribution to the State.
I find it hard to justify the evident decision of the Club to continue this competition. However, if
it is to be a matter of continued competition, I think that our resources and facilities will permit
us to hold our own in the contest--to say the least. You have given us a material advantage by reissuing your Guide at a time when the developments will make a large part of it obsolete and its
appearance during the war has sent its cost 50% above our volume. I may say further that we
have well along toward completion our revision and particularly a new map of the area, apart
from the two large scale maps, 3A and 3B, which appeared in 1946. Our 1947 contribution will
emphasize the above comment, if there is any doubt in the minds of your associates on this score.
When you wrote you had gotten behind the eight ball on this matter, you were not far wrong.
This letter, of course, goes to you in your official capacity as Editor of the A.M.C. Guide, not to
you in a personal capacity.
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I shall expect to hear from you in this matter. It is one which certainly requires definite action or
decision by you as Editor or by the Club.
{Copy in Katahdin file}
December 3, 1946. W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Well I am out of the Hospital for a while. I have a non-union of that broken leg and have to go
back Jan. 1st after having pneumonia twice. The Drs. won’t operate on it until I get my strength
back. I would like to know what you left at my camp, as I have not been able or won’t get back
before next spring. I would like a list of what was left. I have looked your map over and find
your markings are correct. Am enclosing the map.
December 7, 1946. Myron Avery to F. D. Gaskell, Manager, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Gaskell:
I appreciate your writing to me to tell me the situation with respect to the management of the
Carry Pond Camps. We have had considerable difficulty in trying to determine the exact
situation.
There should be at the camps a copy of the Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine which I
think would be of considerable interest to you. Mrs. Steele, who made our stay there very
pleasant on numerous occasions, kept this in the living-room. On the chance, however, that it has
disappeared, we are sending to you another copy. We hope that you will take it in with you and
place it where it will be available to your guests.
Keeping the Trail clear from Pierce Pond Camps to East Carry has been quite a problem. We had
a work crew in there two years ago and found that the beech sprouts in the lumbered section
north of the Pond, required a tremendous amount of clearing. I imagine they have started to come
up again and need the use of the clippers again. I hope we can get at them this year. For
convenience in having the material accessible, we left at the camps considerable material. I am
enclosing a list of these items so that you will know what to look for.
In recent years the lean-to on the shore of the Pond has become a problem. Two years ago the
fishermen had burned up half of the poles which formed the bunks. While there was no water
there, the location was an attractive one and that is the reason why the CCC put it there. The
problem was made worse by the fact that some of your predecessors would rent boats to the
fishermen--who stayed in the lean-to, thereby reducing their own revenue as well as depleting
the catch. We hope that now that you are there these abuses will be a thing of the past. Some of
your parties would undoubtedly want to picnic at the lean-to and we are anxious to get it
renovated. We were unable to clear the mile of trail between the lean-to and your Camps in 1944
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since the caretaker was able to put us up for only one night. We offered to pay him for
completing the mile but apparently he was not interested. I do not know, of course, what your
situation would be as to help, but if when you take over you would have an opportunity to have
your hired man fix-up the lean-to and clear up that mile of trail, we would be glad to arrange to
have the work done at the Conference expense. We would, of course, want to know the
approximate cost before the work was undertaken.
While the matter was fresh in my mind by reason of your letter, I thought I would write you as to
the situation.
We shall hope to see you at the Carry Pond Camps in the near future.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
TRAIL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT OF APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
AT CARRY POND CAMPS, EAST CARRY POND.
Left prior to 1945; not checked in 1945 but Mr. Emery stated they were there:
1 weeder
1 pr. pruning shears
1 scraper
1 qt. white paint.
Left in 1945. Mr. Emery (caretaker) to put in storeroom in big house. (All but signs and shears
packed in cardboard carton labeled with name of Appalachian Trail Conference and M. H.
Avery.)
3 qts. white paint in glass jars
3/4 qt. white paint in jar (used in 1945).
l/2 qt. black paint (used in 1945).
l/2 qt. turpentine.
1 pr. pruning shears
Signs Nos. 158 and 159.
December 7, 1946. Myron Avery to William Dore, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
Your letter of December 3rd was duly received and your Washington friends are glad to know
that you are out of the hospital. We are sorry to learn that you will have to go back for further
work.
We don't want you to be too much concerned about what may have happened to our equipment
which was at your camps. You have enough worries on your mind now and with the various
people who went in there, some stuff might have gotten misplaced. I am sending two copies of
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what, according to our records, should still be there. You can keep them and if you think of it
next spring, you can let us know how the list compares with what you find around.
We do hope that next spring finds you strong enough to be back at your Camps and in good
health again. Not being able to spend the time at your Camps lessened a great deal the pleasure
of our trip to the Barren-Chairback Range.
I am enclosing an envelope on which the address will make it easier for you to keep your
Washington friends posted as to your recovery.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
Dore's Mountain View Camps:
1. qt. black asphaltum
11 qts. white paint (including 8 qts. sent in August, 1945)
2 qts. blue paint
1 qt. blue paint partly full
2 weeders and package of blades
1 pr. pruning shears
1 bush hook
3 brushes
2 scrapers - large (used)
3 paint carriers
Package of markers
December 9,1946. E. E. Keister, President, Shanandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I have not answered your letter of November 20 earlier because it was necessary for me to
review the details with our Mr. C. S, McCarty, Manager of our Commercial Printing Department.
Because of other interests, I have had to relinquish this work in his favor.
Frankly, general conditions, so far as printing production is concerned, are worse than they were
during the war. It is much harder to get paper and because of uncertain conditions no one wants
to promise anything in advance. Although we have recently given heavy increases in wages to
our own printers, we have been unable to replace some of the help lost by death and young men
entering the services during the war. I am optimistic enough to hope that the labor situation will
improve after the first of the year or by spring. In this surmise I am not taking into consideration
any possible effect of a prolonged coal strike and other strikes.
Other printers in this area seem to be similarly affected. We have just had to turn down big
orders for a number of large concerns, such as the Norfolk & Western Railroad. Frankly, we are
trying to take care of our old customers as best we can.
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Getting down to details of your letter, our Mr. McCarty advises that it is now impossible to get
the International Tri-Opaque as used on the original issues of the Guide Books.
Regarding the printing of Supplement by March 1, the paper will be one of the serious problems.
To illustrate, last spring Dr. Stephenson wrote about revision for the Blue Ridge Guide. We tried
to get Tri-Opaque from every International dealer we could reach, and we offered to accept any
size, providing only for specific weight and finish. We could not get one ream. We then sent out
orders calling for the nearest book paper in weight and finish. From those orders we have
received 600 pounds of a special English Finish Book in 30-pound weight. Frankly, we have not
even unpacked it and have not submitted a sample to Dr. Stephenson for her approval. We are
confident this will be the nearest match we can get.
Dr. Stephenson has not definitely placed an order for the revised pages, but we feel she should
have this paper if she wants it. We may not need it all for Dr. Stephenson’s job, and it may be
possible to get both orders out of the 600 pounds, as there are 10,000 sheets, size 25 x 38 in the
case.
Mr. McCarty stated that the printing of the correction slip should present no problem, provided
the corrections make the same number of lines as the deleted parts. They could be printed on
strips and perforated, with page and paragraph printed on the margin as a guide for inserting, and
gummed paper could be used if desirable.
Mr. McCarty also states that he would prefer submitting our quotation on the per-page cost a
little later. At present paper prices have been withdrawn, and a general increase in our own rates
is going to be necessary, because of increase in labor and other costs.
We have not much to offer in colors for the 1947 Supplement. About the only suggestion is India
Machine Finish, which paper we will use on the next PATC Bulletin, which we expect to have
completed shortly. The 1946 Maine Supplement was on Buff Ledger. There will be some
contrast, and the only alternative would be the use of colored bond.
Your Publication No. 12 is being made into pages and we hope to send proof this week.
Publication No. 17 should be made up this week also. We do not anticipate any additional delay
after the proofs are returned to us.
We appreciate very much your tip on the re-issuing of the New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference Guide and your boost for SHENANDOAH PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC. Frankly,
we feel we have been pretty "wobbly” in recent months, but we seem to have loads of company
in the same boat. As yet we have not been contacted for prices and we doubt very much if we
could undertake this additional work before March or April. We would, of course, give a
preference to all Trail Conference publications as against entirely new customers who are
plentiful and vociferous with promises these days.
I am sorry we must of necessity be so pessimistic and indefinite, but you can be assured that we
will give you the very best possible service, and if we get some additional help, for which we are
angling, our situation may very materially improve in the near future.
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If I have not covered any specific questions which you feel I should answer, kindly advise. I may
have to be evasive but not silent.
With kindest personal regards, I am very truly yours,
{Stephenson, Nichol, Park}
December 12, 1946. Jean Stephenson to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
Captain Avery is away but before leaving he asked that as soon as the revised pages of the Sign
List for The Appalachian Trail in Maine for the Bates College section were completed, I see that
they were sent to you.
The entire list has been completely revised, but there has been some difficulty in getting the
suitable paper to run it off on. We now have enough for these few pages, and he suggested that
they be prepared and sent forward to you in advance. When the complete list is prepared we will
send you a number of copies of it also. Meanwhile, the half a dozen copies of each of the five
sheets covering your section will supply you with data for working purposes.
December 17, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Wildlife Research Department,
9 Coburn Hall, Orono, Maine.
Dear Hal:
Many thanks for your letter of 7 November and all the information which you have furnished. I
shall be unavailable for a period of about ten days but I am arranging to have this letter sent on
out.
I am afraid that you will find that a good deal of your mail may have gone to Millinocket. We
have sent you numerous sheets of Katahdin Guidebook corrections. I have tried to get them all to
you but there may be one or two incidental sheets that have been overlooked. I say this so that, if
in the revision, anything shows up which has a Katahdin reference and you have not seen it, you
will know that it was an inadvertent omission.
The part of the Katahdin references which I am particularly anxious that you should correct in
order that they be entirely in order are, of course, the sections relating to accommodations.
We plan to send all these pages to the printer by the first of January. I hope that it will be
possible for you to send us your corrected copy by that time.
I am proceeding to make the correction on page 159c with respect to the slide on The Brothers.
That clarifies the situation to me. I was not sure that I understood the meaning but thought that it
would be readily apparent to someone on the outside.
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You refer to the difficulty over the road from Black Brook Farm; this arouses my interest. I am a
little at a loss to understand this situation, for, as I read the deed, the Eastern is at full liberty to
build roads wherever it chooses in T.5 R.10 until 1965. Perhaps the difficulty lies in the fact that
the road is being built for use in operations in the town next north and Mr. Baxter may take the
position that a road built for this purpose was not within the intent of the deed and that the access
roads were to be limited for use in T.5 R.10. In any event, the present difficulty shows what a
Pandora’s Box of troubles such a provision can prove to be.
We will look forward to the receipt of the new Katahdin Kodachromes with interest. I am
engaged at the present time in studying the slides taken by Dawson in 1916 to 1920. They are the
four inch black and white slides.
I think at last you have gotten over even to my limited intelligence the point of the Black Brook Black Cat Mountain. I can see from your wildlife surveys how you would have ascertained that
the Black Brook Mountain was east of the town line. Somehow I had gotten from you the
erroneous impression that these two names were to be interchanged. That was at variance with
my original information but often times indefinite names of this character are transitory.
As far as the “superfluous” peak on Map 3 is concerned, we will eliminate it in due course. I will
make the correction in the supplement. I think this will clear up matters.
Please continue to let us know of any developments. I am telling Miss Stephenson and Miss Park
to change your address to Orono. Please let us know when this becomes obsolete or we will have
the same trouble in mail following you around as we now have.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Miss Stephenson, Katahdin file
December 18, 1946. Marion Park to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I thought that you would be interested in knowing of our 1947 plans for the Maine Guidebook,
so I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written to the Maine Publicity Bureau. With a
view to reducing stenographic labor, I have forwarded a carbon of my letter to the Publicity
Bureau. The leaflet and the Supplements will come forward to you in due course.
{Copy Stephenson}
December 18, 1946. Marion Park to Guy P. Butler, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
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Early in the spring of 1946 we sent to you a leaflet explaining generally the situation as to the
use of The Appalachian Trail.
Very considerable progress was made in 1946 but matters have not yet reached a pre-war status
and maintenance. We feel, therefore, that it will be equally desirable this year to have us send
you a supply of the mimeograph pages which will describe the situation.
We will have a rather extensive Supplement and in addition, in keeping with the method under
which loose-leaf guidebooks are handled, there will be this year a good many pages reprinted. I
will see to it that the leaflet reaches you in ample season and we will send a supply of the
Supplements and extra pages and envelopes which can be handed to purchasers of the Maine
Guide.
At a later time when there is more leisure, I will check the situation with you as to the number of
guides on consignment and what you may require for the coming year.
A considerable number of the revised pages relate to the Katahdin area where conditions are
materially changed since the war.
I am enclosing three additional copies of this letter with the thought that you will wish to send
them to your three branch offices where we have guides on deposit. I am also sending a copy of
this letter to the Maine Development Commission.
{Copy Stephenson}
December 23, 1946. Myron Avery to S. Norton Vose, Robert C. Vose Galleries, 559
Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Vose:
I have read with very great interest indeed your letter of December l9th. I am most appreciative
that you should manifest so much interest in this matter and furnish me the first genuine lead of
my last ten years of inquiry. As perhaps the article indicated to you, I had hoped that publicizing
the situation might develop the location of some of the Hallowell paintings of the region. I felt
convinced that there must be more in existence.
I should say, preliminarily, that I consider the Church connection with Katahdin a matter of
major interest. From your letter I conclude that my earlier item on Church was not available to
you. I enclose a reprint of the Appalachia article on Church. You will undoubtedly have an
opportunity to check his works which are deposited in the Cooper Union. I have listed those
which came to my attention, and by reason of your professional connections you will
undoubtedly have an opportunity to discover others of which I would not be advised.
As the Appalachia item indicates, I originally publicized the Church - Katahdin connection in In
The Maine Woods. That item contained a more elaborate reproduction of the Church paintings,
as well as the Hallowell "Wissataquoick River Drive (Grand Falls)" painting which is in the
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Corcoran Art Gallery at Washington. I mention this so that you can compare it with the water
color. From your description they are obviously two different scenes. I am endeavoring to locate
an extra copy of the issue of In The Maine Woods, for the purpose of making available to you
the photograph of the Corcoran Art Gallery painting.
You will perhaps be interested to know of a possibility that was suggested as to further Katahdin
paintings by Church. This was at the exhibit of the Hudson River School at the Museum of
Modern Art. You presumably have the catalogue. Two of the pictures exhibited, “Sunrise” and
"Sunset", were suggested as having a Katahdin basis. In view of Church's photographic accuracy,
I was unable to conclude that these pictures had a Katahdin setting.
Presumably you know that the Appalachian Trail Conference has extensive literature on the
Katahdin area, including the 80-page Bibliography of Mt. Katahdin, Guide To The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, and the Katahdin reprint, as well as a Kodachrome slide collection (500 slides) of
the area.
While I was in the Katahdin region last summer in connection with work on The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, I have to say that I have not come into contact with your Mr. Fitzgerald’s work. I
am much interested to know of it. I recall seeing the paintings of the late Marsden Hartley, who
spoke very enthusiastically of the area but was curiously unaware of its connection with the
Hudson River School.
I am in Boston from time to time and I shall be glad indeed to take advantage of your invitation
to call at your galleries. If this theme arouses other interest comparable to yours, we may be able
to supplement the material contained in the December 1946 issue of Appalachia.
Again thanking you for your courtesy in writing me in this connection and for what you have
contributed toward filling in the gaps,
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
December 23, 1946. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
It has been quite a long time since we have heard any news from you or from Moxie Pond. Mr.
Hoar wrote us as to the sale of the camps and some of my friends in Lewiston talked with the
new proprietor. I had understood that he expected to operate this summer and I was much
surprised to learn that the camps remained closed and that there was a possibility of them being
turned into a boys camp.
I suppose you heard about the loss of the Moxie Bald Lean-to by fire. Some hikers wrote us that
they met a man who said it was on fire and we are led to think that that person may have let his
camp fire get away from him.
We had made arrangements with the Forest Service to have the Trail maintained by the firewarden from Moxie to Troutdale Cabins. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club paid for the work.
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It was not done until late in the season so I have no report on it. If you should be going up that
way, I would be glad to know how things are and whether any of the down logs were taken out.
You are on our mailing list so you will have seen about our activities this summer, which were
on the Trail to the east of Moxie. Some sections were in bad shape and lumbering makes it much
worse.
I have been intending to get off to you reading matter for these long winter nights. These are the
monthly issues of Fortune, which are very profusely illustrated and most instructive. The set will
go forward to you within a few days but it will weigh close to 10 lbs. I tell you this so you will
not try to bring them in on a pack on snowshoes. Your Washington friends send their best
regards and we shall be glad to hear from you as to how matters are progressing. Do keep us
informed next Spring as to developments at Troutdale.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to a void delay mailed in his absence.
December 26, 1946. Mrs. Axel Smedberg, Moxie Cottage, The Forks, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I will try to answer your letter you wrote to Mr. Rohr as he is at my home and is very poorly. He
had a stroke last Aug. and has been here since. So you see I can not tell you much about the
things you wanted to know.
Yes Troutdale Camps were sold. We did hear they might be turned into Boys Camps but don’t
believe so, for don’t think the G. N. Paper Co. would let them.
Now will try to tell you a little more about Mr. Rohr. He is up and around but does not talk much,
just sit and rock’s. Can not see much so read’s very little. The Dr. said his mind was all gone and
wanted to put him into a Hospital but so far I would not let them as I don’t think it any place for
him. But he does some things he would not of even thought of before.
Guess this is about all at this time.
December 28, 1946. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, 9
Coburn Hall, Orono, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have been away from the office and delayed in replying earlier to your letters of the 17th and
20th of December, returning the corrected Trail data. I certainly appreciate your most prompt
response. We are making the changes on the original to accord with your corrections and the
sheets are going to the printer. Printing these days is a difficult and slow task. It seems even
worse than during war times.
There are two points in your corrections which I wish to mention:
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1. I have changed the text reading to indicate both Abol and Katahdin Stream as official
campsites on the Millinocket- Greenville Road. 1 had not known of the action with respect to
Abol.
2. I am a little troubled with the description of the Baxter Peak Cut-off for, in coming north from
Thoreau Spring, one definitely bears right toward the Saddle Trail at the point where the
abandoned section comes in. At least, this was my recollection and it was the impression which I
intended to create on p. 109a.
Last evening I showed the Dawson (1916) lantern slides to Dr. Lore Rogers and obtained his
help in preparing the list of titles. Rogers was in at South Branch Pond with Caleb Scribner for
two days this summer and he told me the story of Scribner taking the good Governor to see the
excavation for gravel at Black Brook Farm and the resulting tempest. We wonder where they are
going to get the gravel to fill up the pit. The Governor should use this instance to bolster an
argument for the need of increased appropriations for more wardens and watch dogs in every
corner of the Park.
I expect to be in Augusta in the near future and knowing that your report is in I will remind the
Commissioner if he does not think to show it to me, as he did last year. It would be desirable to
have your reports printed and available the same as with the other departments, instead of merely
going into the Augusta files.
With respect to the mapping program in Maine: My contacts indicate that it is clearly up to the
State to designate the area considered by the State authorities as of greatest importance. Here is
where the Baxter Part authorities could bring their pressure to hear on the Public Utilities
Commission. Knowing this, I am somewhat at a loss to understand why Mr. Southard should
need or want letters from interested groups, unless there is some conflict of interest. I would be
glad to get letters from the Trail Conference, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and stir up other
groups in Maine, if such letters would really be decisive or helpful. In view of my clear
understanding that the State authorities decide the matter on State needs, I thought it better to
take no action until I have heard from you again, after you have perhaps discussed the matter
with Mr. Southard and perhaps with the Forest Commissioner. If you then find out that such
letters would be of help, we will get them under way. I think that the first step should be a formal
representation from the Park authorities and also the State Park Commission, addressed to the
Public Utilities Commission, designating the area referred to in your letter of December 17th, as
of greatest importance to the State.
Your letter of 20 December calls attention to the difference between the 3rd edition of the
Katahdin Map and the edition of June 1942. We no longer have any loose copies of the June
1942 edition and for work purposes we have been using the 1940 issue. There is so much of this
stuff that I cannot depend on my memory but I would assume that on the basis of the information
which you furnished the correction as to location and the transposition of names was made. We
will have to revise our correction notation and I am glad that you picked this one up in time to
avoid our adding to the pile of confusion.
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I note with much interest what you say as to John Mitchell’s account of the nomenclature. The
usage which we put on the maps for Black Brook and Black Cat and which appeared in the
sketch map which Schairer drew for In The Maine Woods was based on what we picked up
locally from Mahar, Walker and John Mitchell's father, who was then on Horse Mtn.
We always sent Mitchell copies of the Guidebook, etc., and he never indicated, as far as I can
recall, any error. When we prepared the new map and when the U.S.G.S. maps the region, the
nomenclature could be standardized and the usage then adopted followed. If Mahar is still at
Trout Brook and you are in there, why don't you ask him about it too? We walked over these
ranges with Maher from west to east.
There seems to be one further matter and that is the nomenclature on the Caribou SpringNorthwest Basin Trail. To avoid inconsistencies and the necessity for numerous changes, I think
the preferable plan would be to care for this when, as I hope to do next year, I re-measure this
trail down to the Wassataquoik, after your relocation. Historically, Caribou Spring was named
before 1930 and before Dudley cut his trail down into the Northwest Basin. Logically, then, the
existing route from the Saddle to Caribou Spring was called the Caribou Spring Trail and that is
the usage which I followed. With the extension to the Northwest Basin and Wassataquoik, the
link probably logically should have one name but since it includes three features, Caribou Spring,
Northwest Basin and the Wassataquoik, question would arise as to whether the "Northwest
Basin" is the best name for this trail or whether it could be a compound name. I know that Mr.
Gower has written it as the Northwest Basin Trail in the A.M.C. Guide and that the sign which
he designated carries this appellation.
I do understand that while the route is perfectly open there is no direct connection between
Caribou Spring and the North Peaks. To follow a marked trail from Caribou Spring to the North
Peaks, one goes via Hamlin Peak. If you were to put in and mark a direct connection between
Caribou Spring and the North Peaks, thus forming the hypotenuse of the triangle, it would raise a
new point of nomenclature and the new link might be considered as a fork of the North Peaks
Trail or designated as an independent cut-off.
When we re-write the Northwest Basin Trail description, as I have said, I think that is the most
effective time to care for the nomenclature. As you will have noticed, the way the corrections are
set up, the south end of the North Peaks Trail is Hamlin Ridge and the West end of the Hamlin
Ridge Trail is at Caribou Spring.
I hope you have had a very pleasant holiday season, and with best regards from all of us to the
Dyer family,
September 1946. Reports from August-September Maine Work Trip
TRAIL REPORTS
GULF HAGAS
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Route covered north to south, doing preliminary clearing as required to make trail clear. Section
from Long Pond to Pleasant River said to be fairly well cleared. Very considerable difficulty,
due to growth of alders.
III. TRAIL DATA:
Checked; no change. Change description to indicate that after crossing East Branch, follow
lumber road 50 ft. then turn sharp right with Pleasant River Road passing thru old lumber
campyard.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
The following signs made by Browns, Baltimore, and located at Dore’s were installed: Nos. 81,
82, 83, 85, 86, and 89. Signs Nos. 87 and 88 (new) could not be located. Old signs in place
removed to point where trail turns south from Pleasant River Road and are usable. Viewpoint
signs and special signs, such as to Hammond Street Pitch, Lower Jaws, Stair Falls, Buttermilk
Falls, required. (See Seventh Revision of Sign List.) Sign 80 as well as 79 at Hermitage missing.
First instance of their being missing. Query whether Hermitage owner could have had them
removed. Old sign “Head of Gulf” repainted by CCC broken and off tree.
Large blue target used discarded board sign and installed on Long Pond. {No. 84?}
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
From Long Pond to Hermitage: Maple sprouts on first mile. Alders on second mile bent over
trail, causing considerable difficulty. Beech sprouts and alders where trail reaches and turns
down river. Paint blazes inserted to make crossing clear. Very badly overgrown from Screw
Augur Falls to Hermitage. Screw Augur Falls Trail blocked by down trees. Mr. Dore written to
re conditions and reclearing. Trail across river well cleared, both sides. Pleasant River Road little
used and much overgrown. Alder growth principal difficulty. Route now passable but very
substandard. Double blazes needed on Gulf Hagas Trail to indicate side trails to viewpoints.
Double blazes installed Hammond Street Pitch and on next west.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Make and install new Signs Nos. 87 and 88.
2. Install viewpoint and special signs, such as Hammond Street Pitch, etc.
3. Repaint from Long Pond to West Branch.
4. Repaint West junction Gulf Hagas Trail and Pleasant River Road to east junction.
5. Repaint Screw Augur Falls Trail and from Screw Augur Falls Trail to Hermitage.
SECTION 1
KATAHDIN TO DAICEY POND
I. PAINT.
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Repainted, standardized procedure (with black-out paint), York’s Camps to summit. Faded halfmile near summit in bad condition. Report some blazes on rocks on Hunt Trail had run. Excess
blazes near A.T. marker on summit. Blazes on tips of cairns should be eliminated. Dead lichen
area around blazes increasing. Initial painting on relocation Katahdin Stream - Grassy Pond.
Painted, Averys, 3 to 4 mile marker and from Hunt Cave to summit. Three full quarts needed on
rocks.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Renewed; old markers obliterated.
III. Mile Markers;
All renewed and repainted. The 5.2 marker at Campground repainted.
IV. BOARD SIGNS:
Checked; all in place. Appalachian Trail crossing signs renewed 1946. Signs at Katahdin Stream
Campground and on summit (3, 4, 5 8th rev.) should be replaced. Pryor repainted summit sign.
This board flaking badly; entire post repainted by Averys. Glass sign for registering legible but
repainted to avoid weather damage. Arranged with Pryor to make one board for three summit
signs to be bolted to original signs and avoid their renewal. Plain white board used as target
going south at Yorks. Signs 9 and 10 (see Report, September, 1944} reputedly not located.
NOTE: See Report for September, 1944.
V. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Park crew cleared out Hunt Trail. Smiths cut intensively low bushes in flat section on Hunt Spur.
Relocated cut intensively low bushes in flat section on Hunt Spur. Relocated Trail Katahdin
Stream—Grassy Pond. Heavy cutting through cedar growth. Some 19 down logs remain. Trail
Grassy Pond to Daicey ingrowing again despite work two years ago. Mersch and Richardson cut
(going north) half way around Daicey Pond. Trail intensively painted across York’s Camps to
eliminate existing confused area.
VI. NEEDED WORK:
1. Obliterate excess blazes near summit and blazes on cairns.
2. Correct white blazes on Hunt Trail which ran.
3. Install lean-to sign on Hunt Spur. (Sent Dyer 9/46.)
4. Replace signs Katahdin Stream.
5. Reclear relocated section—slight bush growth near Katahdin Stream.
6. Reclear Grassy Pond to Daicey Pond.
7. Registration cylinder—notebook removed September, 1946. (Issue directions to have numbers
continued when book removed.) Park sent August, 1946, three notebooks to Dyer for use. Map
taken from cylinder 9/46. Special pencils and chains to be sent Dyer.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1946 – Compiled by David Field - Page

232

8. Replace sign 6A (sixth revision).
VII. MISCELLANEOUS:
Chimney Pond—Basin trails numerals repainted (Mersch); Saddle Slide numerals
repainted (omitting “C.P.”) by Stephenson.
Sign “2” (Eight revision) at Chimney Pond installed except non-galvanized nails used.
Nails painted; to be removed by Dyer during winter. Sign No. 1 (eighth revision) in good
condition.
Top of Hunt Spur lean-to has been replaced. No board signs at lean-to. No. 9 8th rev.
Dyer had apparently replaced Thoreau Spring sign (5, sixth revision) by nailing over old
sign. This sign O.K. (A.M.C. sign here peeling.) Paint blazes to Saddle Cut-off gone here.
VIII. EQUIPMENT LEFT AT DAICEY POND:
1 carton (eight cans) white paint.
8 qts. (cans) Jewell light blue.
1 Glass light blue
1 Hunt black paint
3 carriers (small quart)
1 can Turpentine
NOTE: There are no A.T. markers, nails, or signs.
SECTION 2
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE
I. PAINT:
J. S. repainted (standardized procedure) from Daicey Pond to junction Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk
Trail.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
III. MILE MARKERS:
Renewed 1, 2, and 3.
IV. BOARD SIGNS:
Sign (checked J. S.) 21?, distance to Katahdin broken off by wire.
New signs made Pryor, 1946, Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, in Maine (Sign package No. 3 at
Headquarters) (Remove 36A from this package.)
Missing signs: Nos. 13, 15, 16, 17. (Omit 13?)
V. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
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From Daicey Pond to Toll Dam—old road in good condition; dam recently repaired.
From dam to turn at 2.43 m.—some growth.
From ridge to river, maple shoots and alders require clearing.
From Cable Bridge to trail junction—in order.
VI. TRAIL DATA:
Change spring. J. S. reports closed-in spring and sign at Little Niagara shown in
guidebook as .97 m.; actually it is 150 ft. beyond the 1 m. marker. The 1 m, marker should be
moved to be 150 ft. beyond spring.
VII. CABLE BRIDGE:
Four floor boards beginning to splinter and should be replaced.
Section 3
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Signs Nos. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 36B, 36C, 36D, 37, 38, 39, in Package 2. (These
signs prepared according to revised page of Section 4 to allow for proposed change of route.
Note that signs 40 and 41 are in Package 1.)
Section 5
V. Board Signs:
Note that board signs Nos. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 (made by Pryor, 1946) are in Package I,
Signs 47 and 48 (Pryor, 1946) left at Berry’s.
Remove Sign 36A from package 3 and put it in Package 2, correcting the numbering
accordingly.
SECTION 7
YOKE PONDS TO THIRD WEST BRANCH POND
NORTH TO SOUTH
This section was traversed by Smiths and Averys, who did incidental clipping to insure routefinding. This section has been declared closed by sign with new post, lettered in field by Pryor, at
junction with trail to Chadwick’s Camps. {Similar sign at Berry’s entrance road.}
I. PAINT:
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Repainted from H, & W. Road through Third West Branch Pond Campground past spring,
and cutting to make route clear.
Blue blazes painted on H. & W. Road from end of section to Chadwick’s Camps, Due to
wide road, difficult to place first blue blazes and board signs.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Need replacing.
III. MILE MARKERS:
All Except 4 and 5 located.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Checked; no change beyond Third West Branch Pond. Trail section to be rewritten to make
terminus H. & W. Road. By calling distance from Third West Branch Pond to H. & W. Road .7
m. instead of .6 m., mile markers on Section 8 remain correct. These mile markers on Section 8
were changed, proceeding from north to south, and working backwards on theory that section
would start at Chadwick’s Camps. By using .7 m. as distance from Third West Branch to
Seaboard Road, it is equidistant to junction (going south) from Third West Branch Pond and
Chadwick’s. Section 8 will need a 1 mile marker. There is a 1 mile marker (painted white) on the
Chadwick side trail.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Signs at West Branch Pond intact on tree in middle of Campground; repainted by Pryor.
(Signs 68 {83 8th rev.} and 69 {84 8th rev.}.) On revised sign list, these signs moved to H. & W.
dirt road. Remaining signs mentioned on sheet. Signs {34} and {36} entrance {8th rev.} to
Berry’s Camps completely obliterated and removed. At junction Kokadjo Road and Berry’s
Camps, sign made by Pryor installed: "Appalachian Trail closed to White Cap, due lumbering;
detour to Chadwick’s Camps. 9/1/46. A.T.C."
Pryor made and Installed on H. & W. Road sign "Chadwick’s Camps 2.2 m. {New sign
85—8th rev.} where A.T. meets road, and sign "Chadwick’s Camps 0.2 m." where wide road to
Camps leaves H. &. W. Road. {New sign 86—8th rev.}
Following signs left at Berry’s Camps:
Nos. 47 to 66. inclusive. This covers from Joe Mary Camps to East Branch Dam.
Signs {83 and 84—8th rev.} brought back to revise distances, 9/46, given to Pryor.
{West Branch Ponds Road. Trying to locate.}
VI. SUPPLIES AT CHADWICK’S:
Supplies sent in are intact except 20 markers and nails used and candy gone.
{List of signs for Section 7 is attached to Section 6. Locate 83 and 84 (West branch Ponds Road)
signs.
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Section 8
THIRD WEST BRANCH POND TO LONG POND
1. PAINT:
Repainted from junction of side trail, north slope of White Cap, to Pleasant River: (north
slope of White Cap repainted - girls; M.H.A. from summit to cut-off item warden's trail; R.H.A.
blue-blazed trail (summit); girls--warden's cut-off to West Branch Pleasant River). Not repainted
from West Branch Pond Road to junction by reason of closing of section. No indication of Trail
left on south side of this road, although opening into old tote-road apparent.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Installed all new markers, removing obliterated, as far north as junction with side trail.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Installed new mile markers, considering Chadwick’s first West Branch Pond Camps as
zero. (See note re adjustment, of distances, preceding section, so as to make it 1.6 m. from new
road to junction with blue-blazed trail.) This requires a 1 m. marker on A.T.
IV. BOARD SIGNS:
Pryor made and installed signs No. 72 and 70 and made special sign at same place "Appalachian Trail closed to Yoke Ponds, due to lumbering. Detour via blue-blazed trail to
Chadwick’s. 9-1-46. A.T.C."
Signs made at crossing of road as follows*
_____"Chadwick’s Camp 2.2 m."
Where Chadwick's road leaves H.&W. Road (2 m. from A.T.) this sign made:
_____"Chadwick's Camps 0.2 m.
New signs 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, installed. Signs 74, 75, 75A in fair condition on top of White Cap.
Sign 73 at Chadwick's in good condition. Sign 71 not replaced.
V. TRAIL DATA:
Section to be rewritten to commence with West Branch Ponds road.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Warden reclearing south slope White Cap; cutting under wire results in two routes and less
clearing of footway. From firetower to junction on north slope fairly well cleared by trail party.
The section between Pleasant River Road and firewarden’s trail on White Brook will require
three days’ work. Bad growth of alders at Hay Brook and blowdowns, in better shape, except
blowdowns, from Hay Brook to White Brook.
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Chadwick's side trail in very desperate condition. Road completely overgrown with bushes and
alders. Badly gullied by brook. From dam west, badly overgrown. Some clearing done when
repainted. Chadwick expects to clear this in fall of 1946.
VII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Consider whether to relocate route from 9.56 m. to 11.06 m. to order to follow
firewarden's route. If so, change guidebook data and Maps.
2. Clear Section 9.56 m. to 11.06 m. - arrangements with Forest Service.
3. Reclear section from H. & W. road to junction with blue-blazed side trail. Repaint, use
A.T. markers and insert 1 m. marker.
4. Determine effect of lumbering on north slope of White Cap.
5. Issue revision of map with road to Logan Brook.
6. Chadwick’s side trail - recleared (?).
Section 9
Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
(This area was worked from south to north. The section between Barren Ledges and Perham’s
side trail was not traversed. The data for the south end appears first.)
I. PAINT:
From Bodfish Farm to 14 m. painted in standard fashion.
Painted by crew from Perham’s to Monument Cliff. Standardized painting made intensive
because of lumbering. Shortage of paint from Monument Cliff to non-lumbered area at 6 m.
(North to South) necessitated Mixture of blue and from Monument Cliff south to 6 m. needs
repainting.
Chairback side trail repainted blue and extended around mountain, to view to east.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Renewed Bodfish Farm to Barren Ledges. Renewed from 0 m. (north to south) to
Perham's side trail.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Nos. 15 and 16 painted new on Seaboard Tote-road by Richardson. (Check as to their
permanence.) No. 14 renewed. No. 13 seen on A.T. but not renewed. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
repainted. No. 6 not located.
IV. BOARD SIGNS:
Nos. 114, 115, 117, 118 and 119 installed; these are varnished boards made by Browns at
Baltimore and sent to Dore. Cancel No. 116. No. 115 was corrected to “3.4 m." on the ground.
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No. 120 was sent to Fred Drew for installation at Bodfish.
Give consideration to moving Sign No. 117 to 2.58 m. from Bodflsh Farm, in view of
fact that Dore seems to use this road.
Installed Nos. 90, 91, 92, 93 (old 93 also in place), 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 and 100. Sign
No. 101 in place; left an extra 101 at Perham's.
Installed No. 103 on Monument Cliff and put a faded viewpoint sign beside No. 104.
Signs Nos. 105 and 106, installed in 1943, in good order.
V. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Turn from Seaboard Tote-road very obscure; new signs help. Dense hardwood growth on
Barren; worse on upper slopes. Six down logs on Barren slope. Heavy windthrow of down
timber on top of Barren Ledges; relocation required to avoid some areas.
From Seaboard Road to Long Pond Stream is growth of grass and raspberry bushes. Trail
to Slugundy Falls cannot be located and should be removed from Guidebook data and map.
North to South
0 m. to tractor road: Good,
Tractor road (0.8 m.) to East Chairback: Growth of small bushes and raspberries. Only
casually cleared.
1.8 m. to 3.3 m. (sag): Dead birch and bushes bad on slope. Route clear near sag but
grassgrown. Terrific growth on upper slope after turning east. Chairback Trail in good condition;
unlumbered. North slope of Columbus uncut from sag to 4 m. Relocation made on top affords
view.
From 4 m. to East Chairback Pond cut over. No marking left; terrific growth; almost
impossible to find previous routes.
Beyond Chairback Brook no lumbering after 200 yds. until flat section of mountain. Dore
had detoured west end of Monument Cliff; this eliminated; old route to Monument Cliff restored.
Trail drops into lumbered patch on west side south of Monument Cliff and then climbs up.
Difficulty in following route here. Timber uncut from 6 m. and Trail in good condition.
Perham’s side trail overgrown. Paint faded. Renewed by party. Tractor road obscures
route. (Error in guidebook data in omitting turn into Trail.) Tractor road comes into tote-road and
turns right to old lumber camp. Check report of camp in sag between Third and Fourth Mts.
On this section, much down timber and brush removed so that, despite small growth,
route can be followed. Conifers coming back fast. Section requires annual maintenance.
VI. NEEDED WORK:
1. Can of blue, white and brown paint cached at junction Barren side trail, together with
pruning shears and P.A.T.C. weeder.
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2. Consider duplicating Sign No. 117 for 2.58 m.
3. Check Seaboard Tote-road for renewal of blazes by widening and see if mile markers
15 and 16 are in place.
4. Install double blaze at turn from road; only one there now.
5. Paint from 14 m. north to Third Mtn.; install missing signs on Barren Mtn.
6. See what effect lumbering has on Perham’s side trail.
7. Install Signs Nos, 101 to 113, inclusive.
8. Paint blue trails on Barren.
9. Correct map for new road to new lumber camp; also correct tractor road.
10. Paint out white tails cm blazes from Perham’s to 2.5 m.
11. Clearing.
12. Remedy blue paint use from Monument Cliff south to woods at 6 m.
VII. MATERIAL LEFT AT PERHAM’S:
1. Signs 92 and 101 made by Pryor in 1946.
2. Box Jewel paint cans, 7 qts., 1 can brown, 1 bottle P.A.T.C. fly dope.
3. 2 boxes Snyder brown paint (1946) - 8 qts. Not all of brown (?).
4. Four clippers, excellent condition.
5. Four weeders, slightly rusty and dull.
6. Two Bean axes and sheathes in excellent condition; four used scrapers.
Section 10
BODFISH FARM TO MONSON
NORTH TO SOUTH
Covered from side trail to Little Wilson Falls to Bodfish Farm. Signs made by Browns,
Baltimore, found at Davis’ and installed. All equipment at Davis’ removed.
I. PAINT:
Repainted Little Wilson Falls side trail to Little Wilson Campground by J.S. and crew.
Blue-blazed Little Wilson Falls and Jim Whyte side trails repainted (J.S.). Repainted Little
Wilson Campground to Bodfish (Swift).
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Renewed 0 to 5 m., north to south.
III. MILE MARKERS:
No. 4 installed new. No. 5 renewed in rain. Apparently no Nos. 1, 2 and 3 on dirt road.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
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Checked 0 m. to 5 m.
NOTE: In 1940-1, public use of the Boarstone Mtn. Trail was prohibited by the owner
and lessee of Boarstone Mtn. Thereafter the substitute trail route leaving the highway at the
crossing of the Canadian Pacific Railroad was substituted by the owner for the original route
which began at 1.02 m.
V. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Much confused by lumber roads 3.75 m. to 5 m. Bad ingrowth of small bushes. Some
clearing done on side trails. Query whether painting on Little Wilson Side Trail extends to
bottom of falls as on original records.
VI. BOARD SIGNS: [Original typed entries corrected by hand for 8th sign list revision.]
Installed Nos. 157 or 138 {Sign for Little Wilson Bridge 3.6 m.}, 161, 162, 163, 166 and
168. Changed location of No. 166 to junction with Elliotsville Road. There was no 167 located at
Davis’. Sign No. 165 brought to Washington.
VII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Measure new Boarstone trail to include in revision of Trail data for this section.
2. Install Sign No. 165 {8th revision} at Savages Mills and No. 167 {8th rev} at Maine
Highway 15.
3. Locate and paint mile markers from 5 m. to 14.9 m.
4. Thorough and complete reclearing from 3.75 m. to 14.9 m.
5. Repaint 5 m. to 14.9 m.
{9/48 Where are these signs?}
Excerpt from letter of Robert E. Matthews, Monson, dated 9/26/46:
“Trail goes north and south several miles over an old wagon road, the north end being at the
Little Wilson Stream, site of an old mill (Savage Mills). That’s in good shape except for one or
two miles where alders and windfalls have obstructed it. But the portion between Savage Mills
and the Little Wilson Pool is in very bad shape indeed. On a ridge between Prescott and Moose
Ponds there has been some cutting and all traces are obliterated. Again, a little east of there a
wind storm seems to have destroyed it.”
Section 11
MONSON TO BLANCHARD
September, 1946, covered north to south 0 m. to 1.7 m.
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I. PAINT:
Fair condition. Paint blazes poorly made but legible. Require standardizing.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Renewed A.T. markers.
III. TRAIL DATA:
Checked. New road to left at 1.65 m.
IV. BOARD SIGNS:
No 132 (old sign in Monson, Sixth Revision) very legible. Nails renewed.
V. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Difficulty in marking turn from road at 1.7 m. Set two posts here with A.T. markers. Sign
required. Route across field is obscured.
VI. NEEDED WORK:
1, Standardized repainting.
2. Reclearing.
3. Install sign at 1.7 m.
October, 1946
SECTION 18
BIGELOW VILLAGE TO ORBETON STREAM
North to South
The report of work in September, 1946, by Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, is as follows:
I wish to report on my work trip on the Bigelow Village – Oberton Stream Section last weekend.
Our group petered out at the last minute so that only two of us went, Richard Jackman, R.F.D.
Fayette, Me. and myself. Mr. Jackman was a very good trail worker and I hope he will be able to
accompany me again next year. I believe he would appreciate it a lot if you had one of the girls
drop him a card thanking him for his services. Since it was so late in the fall we thought it best
not to postpone the trip to a later weekend to obtain a larger group because of the danger of rain
and cold preventing a trip this fall.
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We arrived at Bigelow just before dusk and hiked in to the shelter in the moonlight. This first
mile and three fourths to the shelter we did not paint. The paint blazes were very good anyway.
We saw the one mile marker but did not repaint it as the paint was in our pack, unopened.
There were two young men staying at the shelter who had met you and the work party in the
Bodfish neighborhood. They will send you a detailed report of their trip. They had climbed
Sugarloaf that day, Fri. Sept. 6 and were concluding their trip. Their names: Gordon V. Thomas,
Glen Rock, N.J. and Kenneth Peel, Denver, Colorado.
We started early Sat. morning for Sugarloaf. We painted this section good over to the timberline
on the west side of Sugarloaf, east to west. This whole distance of 5 ½ miles is in pretty good
condition. There has been enough mountain climbers up Sugarloaf to keep the trail open and
clear. We stopped at a couple places to clear out places that were a little blind but did not attempt
to do a thorough job.
The shelter at Sugarloaf is in good condition except that some of the splits had been torn off of
the overhanging roof in the front of the shelter. The fireplace, spring and grounds need work
done on them but nothing serious.
At near the six mile marker and continuing to near the seven-mile marker is the bad blow-down
section in the draw between Sugarloaf and Spaulding. This was pretty bad but no where near as
bad as when I opened it up after the hurricane damage. We cleared out the worst places and
repainted it some, so that while this short distance is still bad it is open and no one should have
difficulty here if careful.
The metal register on Sugarloaf had been left open so that the tablet to register in was destroyed.
A new tablet and pencil is needed here. The boys from N.J. and Col. left a few sheets of paper in
the register but only our four names appear on it now.
The section around Spaulding to Spaulding Shelter is in excellent condition. We di not have
paint enough to do a thorough job but did repaint occasionally. The shelter at Spaulding is in
good condition. There is no evidence that it is ever used or that the trail is used here. The
grounds around the shelter needs some work, a fireplace, ditch dug to drain water away from
shelter, blow downs cleared etc., but all in all it is O.K.
The trail from Spaulding shelter to the proposed trail up Mt. Abram is excellent. The woods
roads from here to Orbeton Stream the trail is in fair condition. We stopped and cleared the worst
places and painted where it was worse. From the first old lumber camp yard at app. 9 ½ miles to
Oberton Stream the trail has been used quite extensively by fishermen who fish the Caribou
Valley Stream and this has kept it open. A few bad places, we cleared out and marked. The
raspberry bushes which were here have died out. A few fir, gray birch and gooseberry bushes are
springing up and the trail is filling in from the sides.
We saw all the mile markers except the 12 mile which we missed. We repainted all of them
except the 1 mile marker.
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The signs at the old lumber camp at Oberton Stream are beginning to fade out and should be
replaced by 1948. There are no signs at either Sugarloaf or Spaulding shelters.
The old railroad bed which was passable across the bridge at Oberton Stream to Reddington
Pond Camps is grown up so that only a trail is there now.
All in all this section is in much better shape than I had been led to believe. There has been no
lumbering anywhere along the trail. There was no need to have closed this section and the signs
at each end should be taken down. The one bad place in the draw between Sugarloaf and
Spaulding is open sufficient now to permit travel.
I hope to get a work crew in there about Memorial Day next year. Six men could complete clear
this and paint it in both directions in one week end.
I talked with the Manager of Redington Pond Camps. He was formerly the warden on
Saddleback. He said he had cleared the trail from Oberton Stream to Saddleback but had no paint
with which to paint it. I can not vouch how good a job he did as I was not over that section.
Sorry I did not get more accomplished this fall but at least we have it open and know the actual
condition.
Action as to board signs is as follows:
Signs 190, 191,192, 192A, 192B, 193, 194, 195 sent Lawson Reeves 9/25/46. Signs 199
{Orbeton Stream south} and 200 apparently were sent elsewhere.
Sign 196 {Spaulding Lean-to} being made by Pryor.
{Are these the revision numbers? In 6th Revision, signs for Sec. 18 are 191 to 200 incl. From
Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream}
{Installed Reeves 7/48}
1946. Report for New England Trails
MAINE
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club and those interested in the 266-mile section of The
Appalachian Trail across Maine have outlined, for 1947, a systematic program to restore the
Trail to its pre-war condition.
The 1946 annual Trail excursion to Maine indicated that the disuse and lack of systematic
maintenance during the war was such that the anticipated restoration in 1946 could not be fully
accomplished. Accordingly, a more drastic program was initiated. This is in the form of a small
independent paid trail crew which will commence on June 18th at Grafton Notch in Maine
(where the Appalachian Mountain Club trail ends) and work east to Joe Mary Lakes.
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The annual 1947 Maine Appalachian Trail trip, which is a volunteer matter, will carry the Trail
work this year from the Joe Mary Lakes to the Penobscot West Branch. The work accomplished
last year and a combination of the Trail crew and the Maine work trip should restore the Trail in
Maine to pre-war condition. Next year the problem of repairs to the lean-tos, which were built by
the CCC about ten years ago, will have to be undertaken. Built with materials obtained in the
area, the shakes on some of the roofs have developed cracks and are leaking.
The Trail work, carried on by contract with the Maine Forest Service on Mt. Bigelow and Moxie
Bald in 1946, as detailed in the Forest Commissioner's Annual Report, will be continued in 1947.
This year's work should complete the restoration of the Trail on Mt. Bigelow, the east half of
which was finished in 1946.
Manuscript has gone to the printer to make current the 1941 loose-leaf edition of the Maine
Guide. The use of reprinted pages is a particularly fortunate device in these days of high printing
costs where the price of a new guide of the same caliber as the 1941 edition might become
prohibitive. Approximately 100 pages are being reprinted. There are extensive corrections in the
Katahdin area and those who go to this area will find these changes of great interest. The printed
pages of the Guide will be mailed out in early July. Prior to that time, there will be sent forward
the annual Supplement, summarizing the general situation and the major developments.
The work of the Trail crew is expected to be completed about the middle of August, at which
time the Maine work trip from Joe Mary Lakes north commences. Users of the Trail in Maine
will be well advised to make inquiries of the Conference in order to arrange their proposed trips
to obtain maximum benefit from the Trail work.
It is a rather curious coincidence that the length of The Appalachian Trail in Maine and the Trail
in Vermont are practically of the same length.
{Dear Professor Sawyer: Myron Avery has asked me to send this report to you. I have used most
of it in the forthcoming New England Trails, which will be out next week. J. H. Vondell,
Amherst, Mass.}
Undated, 1946. {Extra copy. Don’t return. We have 3 men, 4 leaders leaving for Maine
work trip Sept. 5}
Charles D. Windle, Camp Kawanhee, Weld, Maine to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
We regret that because of the two week interim between the close of camp and the Maine Trail
Trip and its accompanying expenses, and, secondly, because of the date of college registration,
we must forego the opportunity you have offered us. We are sincerely sorry for we do feel that
this would have been a splendid experience.
We believe that we would have enjoyed the work and would have been qualified for it. In
addition, we are quite certain that we would want to work next year.
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On the subject of the fitness of my companion, although it may be too late now to bother about
such details, I am convinced of his capability. He is five feet, 11 inches tall and weighs 175
pounds. He was a distance swimmer on the high school swimming team. As to his camping
experience, he is, incidentally, trip man of Camp Kawanhee.
When my companion was at Mount Katahdin recently, he was introduced to Mr. Bruce Beech of
the Kennebec Camps, and I believe, an acquaintance of yours. He presented some more aspects
of Trail clearing and was surprised at the rapid progress we have made over the Trail with 40
pound packs during the last two summers.
We would like, if possible, to keep in contact with you so that we might be able to obtain
employment as a Trail crew in some future time. My winter address as Oberlin College, Qberlin,
Ohio.
If there are any special opportunities such as this Maine Trail clearing project for which we
might be eligible, we would appreciate being considered.
In the event, you might wish some further information regarding the abilities of Mr. Erf and
myself, you might correspond with Mr. George Frank (Kawanhee director) 293 Parkwood Ave.,
Columbus, Ohio or The Reverend Ross Miller, Jamestown College, Jamestown, North Dakota.
Undated 1946. Trailway News
KATAHDIN DEVELOPMENTS
The September 1946 APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS told of developments at Katahdin.
The lumber operations along Trout Brook to the north are producing much change in the area
thru the conversion of the Trout Brook Tote-road into a graveled road. Baxter State Park
Supervisor Harold J, Dyer reports the following developments in the fall of 1946:
The branch road extending from Black Brook Farm to Webster Lake has been graveled (see
1946 Supplement to Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine). This road, which opens up the
hitherto inaccessible East Branch area, strikes Webster Lake at _________.
On the main Trout Brook Road, graveling south in the direction of McCarty Camp has extended
beyond the junctions of the south and north branches.
Extensive pulp wood cuttings are in progress on the north and west elopes of Burnt Mtn.
Three new dams have been built for driving Trout Brook this Spring. They are at McCarty camp,
Mitchell Damsite on North Branch, and on Trout Brook below the mouth of Fowler Brook.
Supervisor Dyer has determined another Katahdin issue. At the time of the Maine Appalachian
Trail club work trip, it became apparent there was considerable question as to whether the high
point on Hamlin Peak was at the large prominent cairn on the rim of the basin or a quarter of a
mile west. Each seemed the highest from its location. Supervisor Dyer reports:
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”I borrowed a hand level and checked the true summit of Hamlin Peak. I found it at 1.28 m.
[ revised A.T.C. measurements] .06 m. beyond the large prominent cairn on the rim of the basin.
I shifted the signs to the true summit and tore down the large cairn on the rim of the North Basin.
The elevation difference was only 2 ½ ft. The trail to the North Peaks leaves the true summit of
Hamlin Peak.
“We are busy with repairs to our campgrounds and hope to get most of our work completed
before snow flies the last of November."
These changes will be included in the 1947 Supplement to Guide To The Appalachian Trail In
Maine, now in the course of preparation.
Guide Maps 1946a, 1946b:
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